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Dqmiy Cimm 'mmmr of Cimtk Behar^ 


To 


Tni: (X)MHISSlOMiR of the RAJSHYE and 

COOCIJ HEHAK DIVISION. 


Dated Coach Behar, Jwv: IS 79. 


Sir, 


1 HAVK tin: lioHor to suLiiiit the Aiuiunl Re)»ort on tlie admiiii.'^- 
iratioH (•I' the (akk:!! flehu]' State for the year ending Mareh ^llnt 187!), to wliicli 
are a])[)inulcd the aienial si at ('th eats in the tbrni of a Su|>l>li‘Hient, with a s(q>ariite 
ind(vx. 

2. The report will 1 trust, l)e hwind t-o eomprlHe all the retjuired ini'ormation 
tinder (;very head. Mneli of what its pages contain will, 1 am aware, bear a 
tedious reseinblance to otiicr ret)orts, but thiH is unavoidable, owing to the 
necessity of making each year’s report, as for as possible, complete in itself'. 
A t(K> constant referoiice to what has been said on previous occasions would he 
liroductive of unnecessary trouble to the Oommissioner and the Government, 
<»bliging them to refer to previous rejKirts for facts which they could not 
expected to remember. 
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SKCHO»r 1«4-AIID VitTRTSVE. 

8. The ^f>*nparAtiv€ table ^ below shows the resiilt dP^^^^^ o^^ 
Mai and Debutrer revenue for the fast mx yearsw 
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4. ; .i; ii ut»^»'rv('d thjit tlie current (leinand fV)r y(nr M 

anioiinr ih -! • T -. (),S;v^ l8 cxc(H‘(1s thcMlenmncUbr tlie ]W(n^iou8 y(uir b\ !! . I b"> l 7 
and til SI I t' live jirev’edintj; yvnrt^ hy lbs, Ah fnllv i \]>laiiied in 

staterm i; ' and IL ilie in'T-iua lair-ivnfMi ro the effect of the 

new isci i Mi.r- u SuiiKM :. ’ wr <n ilie jirojirietors, and reductions 

were * MTtaio o^nuhi r irith the Conuiii.SKloner’s .sanction; on 

the other 1 I'ew of ifie lelnaiuished jotes were rC'.settled. After dodneting 

the ch^ reti^^ : i : was the md increase, Hhown abot’C. The difference between 

the bHianetr v ? at the cloi^e r>f 1877-78 m the account of that year, and the 

arrear d(*mme' -nN itglit forward iii the year under report Is as mui h as Its J,5b2, 

Th(^ detMih. vl ci ; of difference are appended to tabte« 1 and 11, l 4t#l v ear the 
difi’erence *.c' i? v It#- 7115, 

5. There ;ff * w;» niain causes of the discover}^ of mistakes in 

the sertlcmenl r,H ow ing generJilly to w,rortg calcwlations of the jir<-'.rr ■■■i\e 
jiiinmsi, arid the cnif v oi ?hc towji of navly dwcovered arrear balancct^v due in 
some inst;iricefi on iweomn ot i/ nures the exi^tynce trf w'hich had been ju\»sed 
by the hc4dA rs, and which tin? officers had failed to dc^'W fT, but 

whh^ have coine to light, and been bnuight itiwler asscssuit *f m some 
cases with n trrmjw^jctive effect. 

6. Out oi a totfld current and arrear demaiid of R^. 14,36,h6S> 

Ra/ 9, 3(i,51)7 irere ^lle< ted during the y*»^ Its. 25.775 excess of the 
colleetions of 1877-78. The bidamie due ui. the do«e of the ymr was however 
larger i| the prccc^ fear being Ks. 4,62,513 a^auist &e. 4,48,154. Of 
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this nmonrit R»i. 2^48,1 87 i» dae on accotiiit of demand, balan<!i is 

for cwrrciif demand, Details *d?ont tfee umsttr balances are , given in the 
following tabic, 
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“old bilahce towji dnrfiig 1878--t8“4i^^ 

^ars due op wsomt ^ holdings &c., oruitted aettlemeat by Tiiitytii 
wliieh vere dl8<jovercd »tid entered m the Uowji inemg Ihe^y^^ 

teport. 

8. Th<* balance fehoiv® m due at the dole of 1877*78 was Es. 4,48,156-7*4 
but of tliis the amount of Rs. 1,67,169^144 waa t^^^ and that of 
Rfe. ;59,429-l3-jJ remitted d«riu:jr the year. The amount which remained 
uriiidiusted was Rb, 2,41,556414 or a Uttle more than a half of the balattce. 
I regret to state* that the causeb which affected the cdlectbnB of revenue for 
the jear 1877-78 and whicli I alimled to in para. 13 of my last year’s rajwt were 
this vw even more actively at wort, llxcesstve rain and floods in Iwimj and 
July and the almost total ahseuce of rain-fall jtoin October March inclusive 
each the eiiltivatora most injurioiisly. The tobacco trade, hitherto their 

gi‘(At staml h\ in bad years, contnumd dull, and the china and kmn crops failed 
almost cnilreU liuler sucR circtimstances it is much, I consider, that the 
curreM^ ‘IvivMwd wh> bo nearly realized, for had all payments made been credited 
to enrT-rtr rr .i o^tlring to ftrr<;iar demomh the collections of the actual year’s 
rcxeiute ' o by Bs, 47,421 only. .\h it h, the amount remainmg due 

of the eurv- ni ..leunind of Rs. 9,83,31 8 is Us 2,10,376. We have now had 
four yeivrs of imiltferent harvests i:n succ and that at a time when it is of 

paistuordr. h-.rjtorranee that the average, otittnrn of cr<»i»s shouhl 1 k‘ fav(>riihh% 
to ;je veh,i\iit,wrft to cope w'ith tbeir IdficulticH in Katisiyirig the State 

o\sht.;;r to dielr retre».specti.ve eff.-ct utu]('Md>iedir prc.S''< hardly 

U|'>on 

t-vh'svTnjr •’shows- ihe mMyuid ‘ho' lor each of the hair divisions 
of :f,^, o. ‘■■•narafriy .* - 
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10 it will lie observed that the}icrceii(age cwtie dowTl in all the Divktons 
excepciiig M dbfllihaiiga. Owing to excessive rains and to duilnesa ol' the trade 
in tolijicco. jiarts nf tliis Division suffered more than any oilii'r ii<iriioti.s of th® 
State. In the moiiths of October and November laat there wits much dislreas 
aniotigst the iieojile, and we were obliged to j^ve loans, to the i^lent i»f 
Rs. 2,918, to ryots of talooks “iruated near Shetnlkhodii. The reasoiM wh»k 
the percentage has been large in the sudder diViaioB nwe stated lu ih? last 


report. 


11. Bet ides climatic influences, other causes were at 1^^ the 

la.:t Mat of revenue, athioh Ml due j«st at the close m 

exv'i'ptionaUy l>ad one. Clmlera broke out in ntasy 1 

off many. Families lived ia constant fear, tl‘'' (»< ps 

in ti <; ground, but of the kM by death of adult laake.. 

»hos( lidxiur was to prepare 'the grottGid to one ikni 
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about 4 miles from Cooch Behar, I found a man and woman engaired in burning: 
a body. The man came up to me and said that he was the last man deft in the 
hhari ; that two were dead, and two down with cholera. I saw several women and 
children in and about the hharL I returned to Cooch Behar and ordered out 
a compounder with medicines, and the two men who were ill recovered. There 
was cholera in some other hham in the vicinity, while some entirely escaped. 
When cholera attacks one of these families of cultivators, it seldom f^tops at one 
victim. Panic seizes the others, and fear, it is well known, is a most powerful 
agent in inducing fhe disease. 

12. In times of general anxiety like these it is often the case that people 
who have the present means of paying their revenue, hesitate to do so, not 
knowing for what urgent purpose they may require the money. Shrads also 
cost money, and increased mortality, to a Ilindu family, means increased 
expenditure. 

13. Itegarding the means taken to enforce payment I give the following 
extract verbatim from the Dewmi’s report : — 

I the disadvantages under which the collecting officers labored the 
“ collections for the last year, as has been stated above, exceeded those for the previous 
“ year by Es. 25,775, and they fell short of the current demand by Rs. 47,421 only. 
“ The number of processes issued for the realization of arrears of revenue was so large 
“ as 10,921. But we were all anxious to avoid selling jotes as much as possible. When- 
“ ever a defaulter came forward and showed that he was trying his best to satisfy the 
State demand time was given to him. The number of jotes sold however was 747 
“ against 490 of the previous year. The proprietors of most of these jotes were very 
“ much involved and there was no hope of their being able to pay down the arrears. It 
“ was moreover necessary to be strict in some cases with the object of making the people 
“regular. If no sales were held defaulters would have taken no notice of the processes 
“ issued by us. The jotes sold last year were more valuable as regards quality of sort &c, 
“than those sold in 1877-78, and consequently they fetched better prices. There were 22 
“ jotes for which there were no purchasers, and which had to be resumed for resettlement. 
“ The number of jotes formally relinquished by the proprietors was 21.” 

14. There is a rule in Cooch Behar that no “ Istafa" or formal relinquish- 
ment ot his jote will be accepted from any jotedar unless he first pays up all 
arrears due. This rule, which at first sight appears a sensible one enough, is 
oj)en to this objection that if tenants wish to relinquish, and cannot pay up, thev 
have only to abandon their jotes and run away, in which case their land would 
probably fall out of cultivation for a time, as the exodus of the occupants 
would not be discovered until the next kist day. These remarks apply of 
course to cultivating jotedars only. 

15. Some idea of the difficulties which all classes have experienced in 
making both ends meet, during the past year, may be obtained from the fact that 
out of the total balance of Rs. 4,62,513 the amount of Rs. 1,11,458 is due 
from estates belonging to minors and ot^s under the management of the 
Fouzdari Ahilkar acting under me as a CouK of Wards, and this notwithstanding 
that under the Commissioner’s sanction old arrears due from the under-tenants 
of these estates are being summarfly collected. 

16. The reason of this is that in most cases the fethers of these minors 
died very deeply involved, and largely indebted to mahajans. The State having 
assumed the management of, the minors’ affairs, finds itself obliged in many cases 

- to satisfy the claims of these mahajans with the money that should go to pay 
its own revenue. Of course where estates arc hopelessly involved they are 

B 
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not taken charge of, but as it is an abject with us to create a better class of 
superior teifant in Gooch Behar, we have hesitated to allow the estates of minors 
of decent family to be sold, even though we had to submit to a temporary loss 
of revenue in order to preserve them. 

17. The Dewan remarks that cultivating and resident jotedars ore as a 
rule more punctual than those who have a large number of undertenants. The 
reason is obvious, the undertenant knows that he has nothing to fear from the 
sale of his landlord’s jote. He is therefore careless and irregular in payment 
of his rent. To sue him for it costs the jotedar time, money, and trouble. Let 
but the proposal which I have already made in my report on sub-infeudation be 
sanctioned, and the rule introduced that on the sale of the jote for arrears of 
revenue all intermediate tenures between the jotedar and the actual cultivator 
shall de facto become void, and we shall see Chukanidars and others much more 
punctual, and eager to pay their rents either to the jotedars, or, in cases where 
notice of sale has been served, into tlie Malcutchery, to satisfy the arrears 
due by their landlords. 

18. The table given below shews details of the amount of collections 
actually credited in the cash book, and consequently borne on the Financial 
statements for the year under report. The reasons why a difference al'w ays 
(ixists between the figures shown here and those on the table appended to para- 
graph 3 were explained in paragraph 10 of last year’s report. Briefly, the one 
account deals with cash only, the other with both cash and credit. 

Amount of collections shown in the towji statements ... 11,36,897 6 10 

Deduct — 

Excess payments made in previous years which could not 
be credited in cash book for the year underreport ... 7,451 12 4 
lialance in hands of (‘oli-H iinc officers which could not be 
remitted to Treasury before the close of the year ... 1,949 13 6 
Amount credited in Treasury by transfer in previous year 
but shown in towji this year ... ... 165 6 3 

9,567 0 1 

9,26,830 5 9 

Add — 

Miscellaneous receipts &c. which could not be credited in 
towji ... ... ... ... 1,479 3 6 

Balance in hands of collecting officers at the close of 
1877-73 remitted to Treasury during 1878-79 ... 7,088 10 11 

8,567 14 5 

Amount credited in cash book ... ... 9,85,398 4 2 

19. The examination of the towji books from 1,279 u.s. of the Sudder 
and the Mathabhanga offices was finished during the year. It was stated in 
the lai&t report how tedious this work was. In com[)ariiig the towji with the 
settlement papers it was found that some clerical mistakes only had been com- 
mitted ; these have been corrected, 

20. Settlement^ A.% stated in the last report the settlement papers were under 
the Commissioner’s orders made binding on all classes of tenants and under-tenants 
possessing lands in lakheraj holdings and mokaruree mehals. There was a 
large mokaruree mehal comprising several talooks belonging to one Tariny 
Chum Cfauckerbutty. The rights of all persons holding under the mokarureedars 
were not correctly recorded, and in many cases it b^nie necessary t5o hold 
enquiries and make the necessary corrections in the papers. 3$6 teryos had to 
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be prepared and distributed. In preparing these terijes fresh hJiaUanieB had 
often to be made. Durmokuraree rights were claimed in a few c^s, and the 
points raised had to be judicially enquired into. The enquiries respecting the 
jotes which were shewn in the towji, but which could not be traced out in the 
settlement papers had to be completed during the year. 


21. A table shewing the number of cases disposed of is given below. 


N amVxir of cases ponding 
at the cloHc of 
1877-78. 

Numl)er of cases in- 
Htituted during the 
your under rGi>ort. 

Total for 
disposal. 

Number of cases 
disposed of 

NumiKjr remaining 
pending. 

75 

180 

■ 255 

239 

16 


The number of petitions and reports disposed of was 873 and that of 
notices and other processes issued 1,590. 

22. Several holdings had to be resumed and some remeasured and resettled 
in the town of Cooch Behar, in consequence of the improvements that are being 
made there. Settlement of some un assessed lands in the interior of the State 
was also concluded. In all 187 pottahs were distributed during the year. The 
])rinted settlement registers of each pergunnah are now ready, and a copy will 
shortly 1x3 foiwarded to your office. They are valuable records, and, though 
changes are doubtless taking ])lace every day, they will always remain evidence 
of the extent of the area under assessment at the time of settlement, and of the 
numbcT of holdings of a different nature within each falook afi then existing. 
'I'he lakhiraj registers are not yet completed owing to press of work in the 
i Vinting office. 

23. There were a few boundary disputes during the year, some of which 
culled for my personal investigation. None of them were of great importance, 
affecting only very small plots of lands. 

24. But a question has arisen, which I shall shortly refer to you, as to the 
effect of Mr. Ilenny’s demarcation of the boundary ol Cooch Behar, where it 
marches with the dooars of Julpigoree, on the interests of the State. It is I 
believe almost certain that Mr. Benny laid his boundary according to the settle- 
ment measurement, and that he omitted to mGasnre or include certain khas lands 
lying to the north of those settled. It is •now positively asserted that Mr. 
i iTIeilly, the sub-divisional officer of Alipore, has included those lands, which are 
really a part of Cooch Behar, in his recent measurements. When the matter was 
first brought to my notice, I considered that as Mr. Kenny was an officer vested 
with special power to demarcate the boundary, and as it was not asserted that his 
boundary had been departed from, there were no grounds for the Cooch Behiir 
claims to rest upon. But within the last month some old papers have been found 
which may I think enable us to shew clearly that Mr. Renny was wrong, and at the 
same time to point out with more or less accuracy where and to what extent 
ho deviated from the boundary which -was laid do^vn in 1850-51 by Messrs. Kelso 
and Bedford, and tested and approved of by Lieutenant Colonel Matthie, Deputy 
Commissioner of Assam, who was specially appointed by Government in 1851 
to settle all boundary disputes between Cooch Behar and Bhutan. Coltmel 
Matthie’s proceedings were subsequently approved of in a letter dated the 29th 
December 1852 addressed by the Under Secretary to the Government of Bengal 
to the Governor General’s Agent N. E. Frontier, and a copy ol* this letter and of 
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the sanctiorffed maps were sent to Kumar Burjendra Narayan, then Surburakur 
of the State. Mr. Benny had no authority to alter the boundary then laid down, 
andif it can be proved that he has done so a fresh demarcation will I think be 
necessary. 

25. Rent Suits . — The comparative table given below shows the number 
of Rent Suits instituted and decided during the last five years. 


YEAR. 

Pending' from 
last ycai'. 

Fresh 

institutions. 

Revivals. 

Total for 
disposal. 

Decided. 

Pending. 

1874-75 

120 

1,332 

61 

1,513 

1,438 

75 

1875-76 

75 

1,570 

47 

1,692 

1,554 

138 

1876-77 

138 

2,044 

39 

2,221 

2,078 

143 

1877-78 

143 

2,105 

80 

2,284 

2,166 

118 

1878-79 

118 

2,817 

40 

2,975 

2,582 

893 


26. It will be observed that the number of cases instituted during the 
year was 2,817 against 2,105 of the previous year. This increase was due to 
the effect of the Commissioner’s order, under which the period of grace for 
instituting suits for old claims was extended to the 31st March last. A further 
postponement till the last day of the Bengali month of Bhadro next was not 
sanctioned till the 15th March ; but by that date many cases had already been 
instituted. 

27. The number of cases disposed of was 2,582 against 2,160 of 1877-78. 
As however for reasons stated above a large number of plaints were filed in 
March, the number pending was 393 against 118. A statement showing all 
necessary details about the disposal of the cases is appended to the report. 

28. The statement given below shows the results of appeals preferred to 
the Dewan against the orders of the Naib Ahilkars. The number of appeals 
disposed of was 17 and that pending 1. 


Names of Officers against whose decisions 
the appeals were preferred. 

Pending from the last year. 

Total No. of appeals insti- ■ 
tuted during the year. j 

Grand Total. 

Decreed. 

Dismissed. 

Otherwise disposed of. 

Total disposed of. i 

Pending. 

Babu Priyanath Dutt, Naib Ahilkar 


8 

8 

1 

2 


8 


Malcutchery. 








Kumar Ruugila Narayau, Naib Abilkar 


7 

• 7 

6 

1 


6 

1 

Mekligunj. 








Babu Eedar Nath Mookerjee, Naib 

... 

2 

2 

1 

1 


2 


Ahilkar, Mathabhanga, 








Babu Shoshi Bhushau Haidar, Naib 
Ahilkar, Dinhata. 

1 

5 

6 

1 

4 

1 

6 

... 

Total 

1 

17 

18 

8 

8 

1 

17 

1 
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29. The result of revenue appeals to the 'Court of the Deputy Commis 
fiioner was as follows ; — t 


ilPPBAliH PROM. 

No. of appeals insti- 
tuted inclnding pen- 
ding from last jear. 

Confirmed. 

1 

1 

! 

1, ■ 

1 ' 

o 

i. 


Dewan Babu Calioa Dass Dutt, Eai Bahadoor. 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 


Babu Priyanath Dutt, Naib Ahilkar, Mai 

12 

3 

1 

1 

6 

7 

Cutchery. 







Babu Gopal Chunder Ghoso, Offg. ditto ... 

8 

2 

... 

1 

8 

... 

Kumar EungilaNarayan, Naib Abikar, Mekligunj 

5 

1 

8 

... 

4 

1 

Babu Kedar Nath Mookerjee, Naib Ahilkar, 

7 

2 

2 

... 

4 

3 

Mathabhanga and Dinhata. 







Babu Shoshi Bhusan Haidar, Naib Ahilkar, 

7 

8 

1 

2 

6 

1 

and Dinhata. 







Ba])u Peary Lai Eoy, Naib Ahilkar, Dinhata ... 

2 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 


80. It will be observed from the subjoined statement of miscellaneous 
cases that the total number for disposal was 12,G86, while that in 1877-78 was 
8,388. This large increase is due to the necessity of our having been obliged 
for reasons already explained above to take proceedings against a large number 
of defaulters for the realization of arrears of revenue, and to the circumstance of 
cases having been instituted for realizing summarily all old arrears of rent due 
to Wards’ estates as stated in para. 42. The latter class of cases have been shown 
us miscellaneous cases in the statement. There was also some increase in the 
number of execution of decree cases, which is attributable to the increase in the 
institutions of original rent suits already noticed. The number disposed of 
was 10,431 against 7,108, and that pending, 3,535 against 1,280 of the 
previous year. 

31. Mhcellaneom Works , — The table given below shows the quantity of 
miscellaneous work done by the Malcutchery and the sub-divisional offices 
during the last year. 


Yeah. 

No. of 
jietitions 
received. 

No. of reports 
on which orders 
have i>een 
paBficd. 

Number of 
Rubokaries 
recorded. 

No. of notices 
and other piir- 
wanahs issued. 

No. of Eng- 
lish letters 
addressed. 

Number of 
bills drawn. 

Value of 
stamps sold. 

1877-78... 

21,852 

15,762 

1,257 

81,679 

1,140 

652 

28,537 

1878-79... 

25,406 

24,989 

1,821 

47,885 

2,142 

677 

38,711 


32. The Dewan remarks. The inoreaseB in the numbers of petitions, reports, 
** noticesi and other processes, and perwauahs are attributable to the increases in oases of 
“different classes as already stated above. The amount of value of stamps also increased 
“ for the same reason. It will be observed that the number of EngHsh letters rose 
“ from 1,140 in 1877-78 to 2,142 in the last year^ and that correspondence in English is 

steadily increasing. The sub-divisional officers are now naturally asking for clerks 
** for copying and keeping English correspondenee. Tke subject will have to be taken up 
“ erelong.” 

33. Cases in which the State was a party, ^from the statement submitted 
by the State pleader it appears that out of 78 civil cases in which the State was 

c 
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a party i3 topb decided My in twir &var, 7 u«, and ^t8 miained pemling-. 

These were mostly cases for setting aside settlements. The interests of the 
State did not materially suffer if in some of them the settlements were cancelled, 
because the parties who obtained decrees occupied the places of the original 
lessees, and became liable for the revenue due for the land. 


34. Ameens.^k table shewing the work done by the two Court Ameens 
during the year is given below: — 


Nature of Buita. 

Number of 
cases for 
enquiry. 

N umber in 
which enqui- 
ries were 
finished. 

Number in 
which perwan- 
nahs were 
returned. 

Number re- 
maining to be 
enquired into. 

Civil Suits 

89 

66 

4 

19 

Rent and Revenue Suits 

68 

46 

22 

... 

Cases in which the State was interested 
and in which no fees were consequently 
charged. 

63 

47 

16 






Total 

220 

159 

42 

19 


There were altogether 220 cases for local enquiry; of these 19 only remained 
to be enquired into at the close of the year. It will be observed that the ameens 
had to enquire into 47 cases in which the State was interested, and in which no 
fees were realised. They had also at times to perform duties of a miscellaneous 
nature, as stated in the last report. The amount of ameen fees realised was 
foh 1,354 against 1,294 of the previous year. The expenditure amounted 
to Rs- 1, 624-10-3 ; the State thus paid B&- 270-10-3 for the work done for it. 

35. The Dewan makes the following remarks on the subject of Ameen’s 
fees in Cooch Behar. 

“ Ameen fees are now realized at the rate of Rs. 2 por diem. I think the time is 
“ come for raising the rate to Rs. 8 and realizing from the litigants travelling expenses of 
“the Ameens in special cases, as is done in Government districts. The people are 
“ gradually becoming more litigious ; they can now support a large number of pleaders 
“and mukhtiars. Under these circumstances there is no reason for levying fees at a rate 
“ lower than that which prevails in the neighbouring districts of Bengal.” 

36. Nezarut . — The table given below will show how the work and the 
earnings of this Department increased during the year. Statements containing 
full details are appended to the report. 


YEAH. 

Proocmea 
served free 
of charge. 

1 ProoesBCB lor 
reolleatlon of re- 
venue for which 
fees are real- 
llzed after- 
wards. 

ProoMM paid 
for before 
hand. 

Totsl number 
of proooeeee. 

Amount of 
earnlnn ihown 
In Nczanib 
books. 

Net valno of 
poon fee stamps 
oreditodln the 
Troisury. 

Uxpoidlture. 

1877-78 

9,032 

9,181 

22,290 

40,508 

23,978 , 

28,868 

11,909 

1878-79 

4,265 

30,921 

2 R ,6 S 2 

18,888 

23,879 

82,874 

12,086 


37. There was a decrease in processes served froc.of charge, as tduri^g the 
year under report the number of sycat mehals which bad to be settled ww not 
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so in W77-78. Xlie wreaae in oais^ for ^hje ijeajjwtion 6f araegrs o 

inGToas^i ihe number of prnceasea issued in eucb oaaes,. f^specti 
{jiroeeasofi paid for band tb« increase is explained by the circumstance o 

the institwtions of rent and civil suits baling increased as stated above. 

as. The net value of peon fee stamps sold during the year, after ded.uctin|E 
discount paid to vendors, amounted to Be- $2,377 against Rs. 25,853 of tin 
previous year ; there was thus an increase of Be- 6,524 in the earnings. T}i< 
expenditure amounted to Be- 12,085 against Be- 11,909 of 1877-78; there wai 
thus a clear gain of Be- 20,392, which did not however include the value of wort 
done by the Nezarut Department for the State. Besides serving 4,265 processei 
free of charge this Department had to perform a large quantity of miscellaneoui 
work. Nazir Gooru Gobind Guha continues to discharge his duties satisfactorily 

39. A consideration of the large profits derived by the State from th< 
proceeds of the Nazarut Department led Mr. Wells in his remarks on last year' 
report to raise a question as to whether the rate of foes chargeable should no 
be diminished so as to lighten the tax on litigants. The Dewan points out witl 
rt*l‘ereiice to this that the fees charged are not so high as in Government districts 
and he strongly deprecates any reduction. I entirely agree 'With him. Amon* 
a naturally litigious race, and the Rajbungsis are daily becoming more so, it i 
bad policy to make litigation too cheap. 

40. Crops and condition of the people . — Owing to the partial failure of 
the rice crop in 1877-78 rice began to grow scarce and to rise in price towards 
tlie close of the year. As a natural consequence there was a tendency to sow 
early rice as much os possible, and accordingly the quantity of land under hitree 
Avas much greater than in ordinary years. The rain fall in April was seasonable, 
and we had 12 inches in May, and prospects looked very promising. Butin 
June the rains set in in earnest, and the rain-fall was 05 inches. This was too 
much for the early rice in the low lands, and swamped it, as weU as damaging 
the seedlings for the late crop. There was a short break in July but before 
the people could repair damages, a violent fall of rain was succeeded by the 
highest inundation that had been known, the DeAvaii says, for 40 years. Old 
men whom I questioned, said they had once seen one like it but did not appear 
able to fix the exact date of its occurrence. Startins^ from the river at the 
back of the Palace, the grounds of which are protected by a bund Avhich was 
all but overstepped by the flood, I traversed several miles of county over 
which the water lay, or rather ran, to an average depth of about three feet. The 
people were all driven to the tops of their houses by the flood when at its highest, 
and it was necessary to send out boats with loads of chura or dried rice to 
distribute, as in some places the cottiers were literally in danger of being 
starved. 

41. There was some talk of the possibility of Sir Ashley Eden going 
from Rungpore to Dhoobree, I believe, just at that time, and Mr. Campbell 
the Deputy Commissioner of Dhoobree thinking the Lieutenant-Governor 
might wish to return via Cooch Behar came over here from Dhoobree in a 
steam launch, to test the practicability of coming by water, and I returned 
with him to Dhoobree the same day; passing in the launch over miles of culti- 
vated land, and actually crossing from one river to another. The floods sub- 
sided quickly from the high lands, leaving the low lands submerged for many 
days I for the rivers being flush with their banks, which are generally higher 
than the surrounding countries, the water in the drainage channels was met by 
the back water from the rivers. 
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42. In August the rain fall was 26 inches, and in September 45 inches. 
Had there Jbeen seasonable rain in October and an inch or two in November, the 
late rice crop would have been a very fair one. But the early seedlings having 
been more or less injured and in some places altogether destroyed by the floods, 
the crop was necessarily a late one, and the total cessation of rain-fall after 
September (only 1 inch falling in October and none thereafter till February), 
was fatal tq all hopes of a good harvest. The Dewan estimates the average 
outturn of the rice harvest at annas. 

43. On the whole the season was a favourable one for jute and tobacco. The 
former crop from its height was not damaged by the floods, and a dry cold season 
suits the latter better than too much water. A seasonable shower in January 
would however have benefited the tobacco crop, which may be estimated as about 
a 12 anna crop. 

44. But the benefit which the cultivators might otherwise have gained from 
the; success of these two crops, as a set off against their losses by the flood damages, 
was neutralized by the low prices which ruled both for jute and tobacco during 
rhe season. The price of tobacco varied from Rs. 3-8 to Rs. 6-8 per maund, 
a small quantity of the very best quality being sold at Rs. 9-8 per maund. Jute 
varied from Rs. 1-12 to 3-8 per maund. 

45. In November the mustard seed crop, which promised well, was swept off 
l)y locusts in some talooks. Their devastations however were limited fortunately 
to a small area. In the eastern parts of the State the plant was attacked by 
insects of another sort, and altogether the total outturn is estimated at about 
8 annas only. China and haon also were poor crops owing to want of moisture. 

46. From all the above combined causes the general condition of the people 
during the year under report was far from prosperous. In parts of the Mathabangha 
sub-division especially some of the smaller cultivators were hard put to it, and 
it was thought advisable to assist them in a few cases with loans sparingly, which 
Avas done to the extent of Rs. 2,918. 

47. Estates under management of Malcutchery , — The principal of these is 
the Gobracharra estate, which was alluded to in last year's report. It is the 
property of the minors Shotish Chunder Mustafee and Suresh Chunder Mustafee, 
sons of the late Babu Bykant Chunder Mustafee, the prcmier.jotedar of the State- 

48. For convenience sake the financial condition of this estate is sum- 
marized in the following table. 



The very large arrear demand is accounted for by the fact that from 
time immemorial arrears have never been written off, but always brought 
forward in the account, Doubtless a considerable portion of the arrears shown 
in column 2 is barred by limitation. The collections for the last year fell 
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short of the actual demand by Rs. 6,453. This is not altogether satisfactory, 
but portions of the estate suffered much from floods and partial failure of crops. 
The collection charges amounted to a little more than 6 per cent. Out of the 
investments amounting to Rs. 62,369 there are Promissory notes for Rs. 27,000 
and the balance is invested in loans at interest. Of the amount shewn as cash 
in hand Rs. 21,229 are in the Rungpore Collectorate, and will be paid to Ranee 
Sharna Moi, on account of rent due to her by the minors, as s.on as an 
arrangement can be come to as regards the exact amount payable. A suit 
for enhancement brought against the father of the minors by the •Ranee has been 
decided favorably to their interests, and we are now trying to come to amicable 
arrangements with the Ranee. 

The two minors have been sent to Krishnaghur to be educated along 
with the young Ihijguns at the Cooch Behar Ward’s institution there. 

49. Four other small estates were under the management of the Mal- 
cutcherry. The current demand for these was Rupees 29,555 and the arrear 
demand Rs. 35,462 ; the amount collected was Rs. 23,699. 

50. Canoongoes. —Six Canoongoes were appointed during the year under 
report, one for each of the six pergunnahs of the State. These officers have been 
employed throughout the year in collecting information regarding the condition 
of defaulting jotes, and the probability or otherwise of the jotedars recovering 
themselves if allowed time. They have also been very useful in enquiries 
regarding boundary disputes, and in all sorts of settlement work. In fact now 
that we have got them the wonder is how we have done so lonir without them. 
But then the necessity for them arose with the new settlement. 

51. The Canoongoe of Lall Bazaar has made himself very useful in con- 
nection with the tobacco farmino; and curing experiment at Situlkoochi. He has 
contrived to learn a little Spanish, and can manage to understand Senor 
Montfort and make himself understood by him in matters relating to the work, 
and to Senor Montfort’s simple requirements. He cannot of course be spared 
from his other duties to spend much time at the tobacco farm. The number of 
cases enquired into by the Canoongoes during the year was 389. 

52. One of the most important duties which these officers will have to 
perform will be the registration of transfers of jotes and subordinate holdings, which 
has never hitherto been attempted in Couch Behar, But before this work can be 
formally commenced it will be necessary to frame rules having the force of law 
to enable us to insist upon all holders of tenures under the State, whether 
superior or inferior tenants, giving information regarding the transfer of their 
tenure or of any part of it ; in short of any alteration which w'ould render the 
existing terij incorrect. 

53. The Dewan will shortly submit a draft of an Act somewhat similar to 
Act VII of 1876, which after considering in consultation with him, I shall 
forward for your approval, 

.54 Among the, Canoongoes Babu Rameshur Paramanik, b.a., deserves 
special mention for the very satisfactory discharge of his duties. 

65. Summary realization of arrears due to Wards and attached estates,-^ 
The Cooch Behar Court of Wards is an institution of old date, having its origin 
in the time of the old Rajahs. It was formerly under the superintendence of the 
Dewany A hilk i ir ex-officio, who took charge of the estates of all minors by whom 

D 
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or on whose behalf a petition might be presented to that effect, provided their 
estates were Qonsidered of eufficient importance. 

56. In the time of Colonel Agnew's Commissionership, some of the provi- 
sions of Act VIII of 1859 were introduced, andthe Civil Court commenced taking 
charge of the management of certain attached estates as well as those of minors. 
Latterly the Malcutchery also began to assume charge of certain minors’ estates 
and of estates Attached for the realization of State dues. 

57. In 1875 the Deputy (knnmissioncr having reported on the state of 
of the “Krok Sherista” as it was then termed, the Commissioner directed the whole 
to be placed under the management of one otficcr, the Fouzdari Ahilkar ; and 
sanctioned a regular office establishment, costing Rs. 300 a month, to be paid 
from a percentage on gross collections. 

58. The later history of the institution is known to you. The Fouzdari 
Ahilkar is now in charge of the department of Wards and attached estates, with the 
exception of a few which for special reasons are managed by the Malcutchery ; 
and the Sub-divisional officers, acting under the Ahilkar, are entrusted with the 
duty of looking after those estates which are situated exclusively within their 
sub-divisions ; while for the larger estates which can afford it there are separate 
managers, and for all smaller estates within the siidder, or situated partially in 
one sub-division and partially in another, there is one manager acting under 
the immediate control of the Fouzdari Ahilkar. This latter officer is called the 
General manager. There are two special managers one for the estate of Monmo- 
hiin Buxshi, the gross rental of which is Rs. 40,900, and one for the two estates 
of Tarini Churn Chuckerbutty and Bindubasini Dassi, the aggregate rent of 
which is Rs. 34,132. 

59. The following table shows the current and arrear demands and the 
result of collections for the past year, for the estates under the general and special 
managers and also the sub-divisional officers. The amounts shewui include those 
collected under the summary powers conferred on the Malcutchery and sub- 
divisional Naib Ahilkars for the realization of old arrears. 


Arrear rent 

Current of demand 
rent 

Total demand 

Total collection in- 
clnding amounts 
remitted 


state revenue paid 
during the year . . 

Percentage of col- 
lections over the 
current demand .. 


General mana{(or 
4A ostatvo. 

Manager of : 

Mon Motion Buxtit 
1 CHtOtO, 

TWv’Ogcr of minor 
‘1 »-* Obaran k 
BindubnHhinoe 

2 oAtates. 

Biib-dlvbiion 
DliUiata U wtatoi. 

Bnb-divbiLon 

Matbnhhangn 

7 cAtatet. 

Hiih-divlrtlon 

MckllKunj 

4 (wtritcH 'I'otal 

79 mUituM. 

1,20,841 9 8 

54,140 0 8 

88,340 5 11 

18,048 0 3 

34,519 15 7 

1,759 15 11 

57,645 5 7 

40,906 11 4 

34,132 8 11 

12,753 12 9 

10,420 11 6 

1,625 0 6 

1.78,486 15 3 

95,046 12 0 

1,22,472 14 10 

30,801 13 0 

44,940 11 1 

3,385 0 5 

65,080 14 11 

37,801 13 4 

33,514 10 8 

8,205 9 4 

7,161 6 7 

1,072 12 0 

28,216 0 0 

19,318 13 7 

14,919 10 8 

3,390 14 1 

1,498 13 n 

838 16 0 

94 11 0 

84 3 0 

76 0 0 

■ 

51 13 0 

G 8 7 0 

70 6 0 


It will be seen that the percentage is very unfavorable to the sub-divisional 
officers, and very creditable to the general manager, Babu Ananda Chunder Roy. 
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60. It must be remembered that the figures in the above T:able refer to 
rents and not to revenue. All the money collected did not find itj way into the 
State coffers. There is the maintenance and education of the minors and their 
families to be paid for, and the claims of mahajans to be satisfied. Little more 
than three -fourths of the current demand of revenue was realized by the State 
from these estates during the year under report.* 

61. This reveals a state of things so eminently unsatisfactory that it is high 
time to enquire into the ulterior causes of it. Here we have a Court of Wards 
exercising summary powers for the realization of old arrears ; yet unable to 
realize enough of old arrears and current demand combined to satisfy the whole 
of the latter. 

62. To my questions on the subject, the Fouzdari Ahilkar has but one answer 
“ Effects of settlement with retrospective effect.’^ But, I reply, how can the 
pressure of the arrear demand which is not paid, affect the payment of the 
current demand.? In the case of the Wards estates we are lenient landlords ; 
we take what we can get, we do not sue them for these old arrears. The mere 
existence of these arrears as a dead letter in our towji does not affect the 
annual agricultural operations, and prevent the ryot from paying his due for the 
current year, which is paid out of the profit of the crops actually on the ground. 
To this, I am told that though the assessment is in itself a light one the manner 
of its introduction has increased its weight many fold. It sometimes happened 
that a jotedar claimed proprietary right over a far larger extent of culturable 
land than he actually cultivated. When the settlement officer came round and 
enquired whether he wished all this land mcluded in his jote he replied in the 
affirmative. The land was measured. Much of it was fallow land, which had 
never been ploughed. But it was entered in the name of the jotedar who 
claimed it, and assessed at eight annas a beegah.f This assessment was not 
to take full effect at once. I am assumed that in some cases the full amount 
of increased jiimma which a jotedar would have to j)ay, on the progressive 
jumina attaining its full dimensions, was as much as sixty times what he had been 
in the habit of paying. This is of course an exceptional case and means that 
certain jotedars had held large quantities of land in effect rent free. The object 
of the progressive settlement was to enable the jotedar, gradually, by bringing 
waste lands into cultivation, to meet the annual increase without inconvenience. 
But whereas a certain year w^as fixed as that from which the settlement 
w^as to commence taking effect, as a fiict the terijes specifying the amounts 
payable were in most cases not given to the jotedars and ryots until from 
three to four years after, and they were then called iqx)n to pay at settlement 
rates with effect from the year originally fixed. Legal notices of the 
settlement operations and effects were no doubt duly promulgated, but the 
ignorant and imprudent Rajbungsi thought that sufficient for the day was the 
evil thereof, and refrained from paying more than he was obliged to. When 
therefore they were suddenly called upon to pay these unprecedentedly large 
amounts, they had recourse to the mahajans, and so began their troubles. 
Little by little they have fallen deeper and deeper into the slough of debt, and 
it cannot now be said that five per cent, of the estates under the management 
of the Fouzdari Ahilkar are ’solvent. The causes which affected the jotedars 
affected their under-tenants also. Tenures of all descriptions became so deeply 
mortgaged that when put up for sale for arrears of revenue they often failed to 

• Arrears oollocted Ijy summary procedure hare invariably been credited to Revenue, and fn no case paid to 
mahajans when arrears of revenue were due. 

t Land under thatching grass, although uncultivated, was assessed at 8 annas a beegah on account of the 
supposed walue of the grass. But the value is related by the demand which is nOt great in out of the way 

of the State when then are no houses to thatciu 
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realize the bare amount of the State’s due, and sometimes did not even elicit a 
bid. We have been so considerate in our demands on behalf of the State and so 
careful to avoid as much as possible bringing jotes to the hammer that of late 
years the arrear demand has not pressed so heavily on the people as at first, 
but the mahajans are not so merciful, and large interest has swelled their 
demands, and their grip grows tighter day by day. The remedy for all this is 
not easy to discover. If I thought that writing off the total arrear demand 
would effect it,* I would recommend its being done with the utmost speed of post. 
The loss would be a trifle to the State compared with the advantages of a 
punctually paid current rcA'cnue, and a cheerful and contented population. But 
I am not at all confident that the effect would be altogether beneficial. As I 
have said already ; under our mild administration the collection of revenue is 
not made quite a primary object, and though we would gladly forestall the 
mahajans if possible, wc refrain as much as we consistently can from ruining 
individual debtors. The Fouzdari Ahilkar recommends the introduction of a 
measure similar to the Chota Nagpore land tenure Act to protect the jotes of 
certain jotedars from sale under decree of court. This might have a good 
efiect and enable them to compromise with their creditors on favorable tcTins. 
But it would be rather arbitrary', as the same reasons do a]:>ply to Cooch Behar 
which led to the passing of the Chota Nagpore Act. My idea is that the remedy 
lies in stringent laws against sub-infeudation. I have wTitten so much on this 
subject already, that I should only repeat myself, if I were to say more here. 
But it occurs to me that if the Government are hesitating about the expediency 
of introducing such a measure as the avoidance of all intermediate tenures by the 
sale for arrears of revenue of the jote to which they belong, tliey might sanction 
it as an experiment to be tried in the case of estates under the Cooch Behar 
Court of Wards. And surely an Act to stop all subletting in the future, beyond 
the grade of chukauidar, cannot be otherwise than beneficial, and your simple 
order, lawfully promulgated, would have the force of law in such a matter, 
Cooch Behar will never [ believe be really prosperous until we have sensibly 
diminished the number of unproductive consumers of the profits derived from 
its soil. 

63. I wish to record my sense of the valuable assistance which I continue to 
derive from the Dewjin Babu Calica Dass Dutt in all State matters regarding 
which I have to consult him and of the zeal and ability with which he continues 
to perform his more peculiar duties, as chief officer of the Revenue Department. 
Babu Priyanath Dutt, Malcutchery Naib Ahilkar also deserves recognition 
as one of our most useful officers. 

64. — The experimental tobacco farm . — The subject of improving the quality 
of Cooch Behar tobacco was taken up by the Commissioner in 1877-78. Towards 
the close of that year Mr. Paterson was appointed tobacco curer on a salary of 
Ks. 200, and we were ordered to have houses built for him, and to supply him 
with labor and materials. 80 maunds of tobacco were purchased and made over 
to Mr. Paterson for curing in the American fashion. He commenced oper- 
ations shortly after the commencement of the year under report. At the same 

^ time 100 beegas of land were taken up, the greater portion at Kowadara near 
Mathabhanga, and a small plot at Situlkoochf, Mekligunj, and Cooch Behar 
for the purpose of experimental cultivation ; as Mr. Paterson was confident that 
he could greatly improve the quality and texture of the Cooch Behar tobacco 
by certain alterations in the native method of cultivating it. 

65. I regret to state that the experiment of curing native grown tobacco 
on the American style, as tried by Mr. Paterson, was financially a failure. The 
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I irms to whom samples of his tobacco were sent spoke on the wfiole favorably 
of it ; but the true criterion was the price realized by that sent for sale in 
Calcutta, which was not more than native cured tobacco fetches in Cooch Behar ; 
not so much in fact, in a good year. The price of tobacco was exceptionally 
low last year, and t le result of the sale cannot be taken as altogether a fair 
criterion of merit. 


66. While Mr. Paterson’s cultivation experiment was goiifg on, in July 
Senor Montfort the Manilla curer arrived. It was then too late 'to arrange for 
curing native grown tobacco on the Manilla system. It was therefore determined 
to try the Manilla method of cultivation under Senor Montfort side by side with 
the American system under Mr Paterson, and a portion of Mr. Paterson’s 
land at Kowadara was made over to Senor Montfort for this purpose. 

67. Shortly after Senor Montfort’s arrival Mr. Paterson’s health began to 
give way ; and he was unable to attend as regularly to the work of out of door 
supervision as was desirable. Subsecpiently he was obliged to come to Cooch 
Behar for medical attendance. He was sanguine to the last both about himself 
and about his tobacco crop, and was most urgent in requesting that it might 
not be made over to Senor Montfort. I thought it, however, necessary to ask 
Senor Montfort to look after it to a cerUin extent ; and ultimately Mr. Paterson s 
death in December led to the crop which he had cultivated being uncondition- 
ally made over to Senor Montfort to do the best he could with. He, as might 
have been expected, was disposed to depreciate the crop which he did not grow 
himself. He promised however to do his best with the tobacco after his own 
fashion of curiiiir. 

o 


68. Senor Montfort has undoubtedly succeeded in growing some very fine 
tobacco from mixed seed. He is biinsclf an entbusiast on the. subject and looks 
to Cooch liebar tobacco cultivation as his road to fortune. Ho says he can grow 
as good tobacco here as second class Manilla. He does not think that Cooch 
Behar can ever compete with the highest Manilla brands. 


69. Up to the present it has been Ml outlay and no return. The returns 
should come in the current year, and by Senor Montfort’s calculation should 
cover all last year’s expenditure, both on Mr. Paterson’s account and his own. 
Bat I am not so sanguine. Some return however there must be, and of the 
ultimate succc.ss of the experiment, if continued for three or four years, I have 
little doubt. Senor Montfort’s ignorance of any language but Spanish is a great 
drawback. He is anxious to bring out his nephew who, he says, understands both 
English and French provided he is associated with him in the work. He also wants 
to get out one or two experts from Manilla to manufacture cheroots. I am writin*. 
a full report on his proposals, which has only been delayed for want of information 
regarding the quantity of tobacco actually grown last year, but which wiU 
probably precede the submission of the present report, t Senor Montfort is 
assisted by an exmate of the merchant service named Beaven CaresweU who can 
speak Spanish fluently enough. I should much prefer however Senor Montfort’s 
own nephew as his interpreter, as at present he is too much in Careswell’s hands. 
This man came under the name of Beaven, but has latey declared his name 
to be CaresweU and married Mr. Paterson’s widow. Of his previous history or 
the reason for his assuming a false name I know nothing, beyond his own 
statement. He has undoubtedly made himself very useful, and has on the 
whole kept sober aad steady. 


t Since the ebim baa been in type Senor Montfort has I romt to w definilelT tb.t h. ..j. 

auHenng from tbeumatiaa. and ha. taken fright at the climate. T&e year of api^ jS?e. 


E 
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70. Tlie amount sanctioned fur Mr. J'aterson’s experimental cultivation and 
curing was 10,547 and the total amount expended both on Mr. Paterson’s and 
Senor Montfort’s operations, including salaries, during the past year was Rs. 10,757. 
Of this amount I think some Rs. 5,000 or 6,000 may be realized by the 
sale of the tobacco grown. Senor Montfort is more sanguine and think that 
all outlay will be recovered, but 1 think he overestimates the value of his 
tobacco in the market. lie wishes however to sell a certain amount in a manu- 
factured forin.‘ In judging of these results it must be recollected that Mr. 
Paterson’s illnCss and death was a contingency which was not calculated for. 
Had he lived and retained his health his tobacco would have doubtless realized 
more than can now possil)ly be exj)cctcd from it. 


SKCTION II.— EXCISE. 


71. The total annual demand amounting to Rs. 52,G4!)-10-4 was collected 
before the close of the year. The comparative table given below shows the 
collections made during each of the last two years : — 


KXCIREABLE ARTICLEa. 

1877-78. 

1878-79. 

Incrcafic, 

Dcercnsc. 


Its. 

A. 

P. 

Bs. 

A. 

P. 

ILs. 

A. 

P. 

Rs. 

A. 

P. 

Duty on country spirit... 

6,415 

9 

9 

6,702 

10 

9 

287 

1 

0 




liiccnsc f(;«8 for sale of country spirit 

7,398 

0 

0 

8,659 

2 

3 

1,261 

2 

.3 




Ditto imported liquors ... 

136 

0 

0 

104 

0 

0 




32 

0 

0 

Duty on ganja... 

9,440 

3 

9 

10,1 fiS 

1 

3 

724 

13 

6 




License fees for the sale of g^anja 

8,758 

J3 

6 

8,807 

4 

11 

48 

7 

5 




Do. do. madad 

1,160 

0 

0 

869 

6 

3 




280 

9 

9 

Do. do. tari 

49 

G 

3 

254 

13 

9 

205 

7 

6 




Duty on opium 

14,630 

0 

0 

16,136 

0 

0 

1,506 

0 

0 




Miscellaneous collections 

49 

10 

8 

1 79 

1 

2 

29 

6 

11 




Distillery foes ... 

556 

5 

0 

575 

14 

0 

19 

9 

0 




Duly on imported liquors 

,235 

8 

0 

252 

12 

0 

17 

4 

0 




License fees for the sale of charas ... 




> 43 

8 

0 

43 

8 

0 




Total 

Net increase 

48,819 

8 

6 

52,649 

10 

4 

4,142 11 

7 

312 

9 

9 







3,830 

1 

10 









f I?' 7^® f ®teadny increiid.i.r as will be observed 

to bj, E,. 3,830.1.10 ml to .verajo of colfetionTof to fivi 

previous years by Rs. 9,542-14.3. coJiections ol the five 


to Jii ™ 
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74. The number H are aw fcjlknvs : — 

1870-77 gallons sold ... ... ... ... ... 4737 

1877- 78 „ „ ... ... ... ... ... 4450 

1878- 79 „ ... ... ... ... 4007 

Not with standing tliat our sales fell off, we were beset with complaints from other 
districts that our shops near the frontier interfered with the profits of their 
licensed distillers. It was alleged that our shops by selling an inferior kind of 
spirit undersold the (jovenimeiit license holders and that spirit was smuggled 
into British territory. My idea is that if spirit was smuggled across the border, 
from Cooch Behar, it was on account of the superior quality manufactured by 
oiu" distillers, many of whom arc skilled in their trade, having been brought into the 
State by the Rajali llarendra Narayan who was, it is said, himself partial to country 
spirit, and insisted on having the best quality. 

75. Our licensed vendors also complained of the damage to their custom 
caused by the out-stills near the frontier. In the correspondence which ensued 
1 was, I think, successful in shewing that in most instances, where the interests of 
a Cooch Behar shop and a British out-still clashed, the shop was an old insti- 
tution attached to a llaiit and entitled therefore to precedence as a matter of 
courtesy between the two Governments. 

7(). But all grounds for complaints have 1 trust been happily removed by 
the introduction of tlie out-still system into Cooch Beliar from the coimnence- 
meiit of the current }ear. It remains to he seen what the effect u[)oii our 
revenue will he, l)ut from the eagerness displayed in bidding, and the very high 
])rices at which licenses to open out-stills wore sold at Cooch Behar town itself 
1 augur favorably of tlu' results. 

77. Imported Lujuor,9, — The number of bottles imported increased from 942 
bottles to 1,011 bottles, and there Avas a corresponding increase of Rs. 17-4 in 
the collections of import duty. This simdl increase may he attributed to the 
increase in the iiuTiiher of European residents in the. State. The license f()r the 
JIaldil)ari shop was given u[) ; this decreased the collections of license fees by 
Rs. 32. 

78. Ganja . — For the first three quarters of the year duty was levied at the 
rate of Rs. 2-8 i)er seer for flat gauja and at that of Rs. 3 for round ganja. 
Blit as the rates had been increased in Bengal, it was found necessary to make 
corr« -.pi aiding increases here. The present rates as sanctioned by the Cominis- 
Kioner’s letter No. 14811, of the 17th January last, are Rs, 3-8 for flat ganja and 
Rs. 4 for round ganja. It has been observed from the result of the collections 
of the fourth quarter that the increase in the rates will probably serve to decrease 
consumption. No correct opinion can however he formed till the result of sales 
for a whole year is carefully watched. When the notice about the increase was 
issued in December the shop kcc[)ers took large quantities of ganja, which no 
doubt was sold in January and February. It appears that on the whole there 
was a decrease of 4 seers and 0 chattacks only in the consumption. There was 
however an increase of Rs. 724-13-C in the collections of duty, and of 
Rs. 48-7-5 in license fees. 

79. Opmw.— In accordance with the remarks passed in the Government 
Resolution on the Cooch Behar Annual Report last year, the rate for opium 
Was raised daring the year under report to Rs. 2G from Rs. 22, the formerly 
prevailing rate. The change took effect from the hi-ginning of December last, 
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and has already affected the sale in our shops. As however the old rate prevailed 
during the early portion of the year from April to November inclusive there 
was an increase of Rs. 1,506 in the collections of duty, the consumption having 
increased by 1 maund 3 seers. 

80. There was a decrease of Es. 280-9' 9 in license fees for the sale of madat. 
This drug is ^ preparation of opium and it can be easily made at home by the 
consumers. As there was an increase in the revenue derived from opium it is 
not necessary to give any explanation about the decrease referred to above. 

81 I had occasion during the year to find grave'' fault with the Abkari 
Daroo-ah Baboo Krishna Dhan Banerjce for irregularities connected with the 
discharfre of his duties. He was under suspension for nearly three months. 
He is an officer of ability who can do very well if he likes. Nothing affecting 
his inten-rity was proved against him, but he was shown to have used the servants 
of the department tor improper purposes, and to have incurred debts to certain 
licensed vendors, to whom he should not have been under obligations. He has 
had a sharp lesson which I trust he will benefit by. 


SECTION 111.— STAMP REVENUE. 

82. The table given below shows the net value of stamps of each description 
realized during the last two years after deducting the discount paid to vendors. 


Year. 

Judicial. 

Documentary. j 

Court fee. 

1 Total. 

1877-78 

66,788 12 6 

24,138 12 0 

1 

25,853 8 0 

1,16,781 0 6 

1878-79 

1 

82,048 14 0 

25,826 0 0 

32,377 4 0 

1,40,252 2 0 


83. It will be observed that the net collections increased from Rs. 1,16,781 
to Rs. 1,40,252. The Cooch Behar Limitation Act was under previous orders 
to come fully into force from the beginning of the current year. These orders 
were not modified and the operation of the Act was not again postponed till a few 
days before the expiration of the last year and till many persons had already 
instituted cases for old claims. Proceedings were also taken during the year for 
the summary realization of outstanding arrears due to Wards’ Estates. Owing to 
these causes there was a large increase in litigation followed by a proportional 
increase in collections under .Judicial and peon fee stamps. The impending 
operation of the Limitation Act also obliged debtors to execute fresh deeds in 
many cases; this increased the sale of documentary stamps. 

84. The number of pieces of documentary stamps sold during the year was 
59,996. The number of deeds registered wps however 6,282 only; this is ac- 
counted for by the circumstance that most of the deeds executed came under the 
class of documents the registration of which was optional. The highest value of 
a documentary stamp sold during the year was Rs. 200 and that of a judicial 
staipp Rs. 400. 

85. Treasury Accountant Baboo Gopal Ch under Ghose, continues to give 
satisfaction by discharging his duties efficiently. 
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115. The cash balances of the State Treasuries on the Slst March 1879 are 
better than that in the revised estimate by Us. 2,07,504 ; and are a little above 

lac as follows ; — 

Cooch Behnr Treasury 
Bengal Bank 

Total 

116. It was estimated that on the Slst March 1879 this balance would 
have been Ife- 4,45,825 or nearly 4| lac. The improvement over the estimate 
is mainly due to the surplus in the ordinary account of 1878-79 being ( as before 
explained ) larger than was expected. 

117. The liabilities of the State, as will be seen in Statement No. II, on the 
31st March 1879 were Il«- 90,170 or lls- 5,092 over those shewn in the last 
year’s statement. This is owing to transfer adjustment under the head 
‘‘ suspense account.” The balance due to Government is a fluctuating one. It 
is impossilde to foresee accurately on what side of an account with Government 
the credit balance may be on any given date a month or two oft: On the other 
hand the assets will on comparison be seen to have increased by 1,86,801, 
partly owing to increase of cash balances, and partly to an increase in the total 
amount standing at credit as money lent to private individuals, which forms 
of course a portion of the State assets. 

118. Rajah' s visit to The amount originally sanctioned for the 

Rajah’s English trip was £ 10,000 for all expenses incurred west of Brindisi. 
Subsequently an additional grant of £ 2,000 w^as sanctioned for the purchase 
of horses and articles of vertu. The totid amount remitted by us to Messrs. 
Coutts and Co. was Its. 1,51,200 being the equivalent at the current rate 
of exchange of £12,500 plus the cost of remittance. The extra £500 was 
remitted as on advance on account of expenses on the return journey this side 
of Brindisi. 

119. Before leaving India Dr. Simpson took from his own agents Messrs. 
Schoefne Kilbum and Co. gold and circular notes to the amount ofRs. 12,942, 
being the Indian equivalent of £ 1,000. This amount should have been deducted 
from the remittances to be made to Messrs. Coutts and Co., but by an oversight 
this was not done, and in consequence an extra £1,000 was placed at Dr. Simpson’s 
disposal, which was not spent. As however Dr. Simpson had treated the advance 
taken from Messrs. Schoene Kilburn as a State remittance, there was a little 
diflSculty about adjusting the account. We hod repaid Messrs. Schoene Kilburn 
the amount of their advance, and held it as an advance at the personal debit of 
of Dr. Simpson. We have now however, on receiving Dr. Simpson’s account, 
transferred it to the Rajah’s account, but held the amount in objection pending 
the receipt of Coutts and Co.’s account, in which Dr, Simpson is to give us credit 
for an extra £ 1,000 over the sanctioned limit. 

• 

120. Inclusive of this £ 1,000 the total amount to the State credit with 
Messrs. Coutts and Co., as savings out of the amount remitted for the trip, should 
be £ 2,659-14-10 \ but their accounts have not as yet reached us. The accounts 
with them for the English trip stand in Dr. Simpson’s name ; and after he has paid 
some outstanding bills for pictures, statuary, cost of carriage to India, &c. &c. 
he will transfer the balance to the State account by a cheque in &vor of the Gom- 
misdoner of Cooch Behar in account with Messrs. Coutts and Co. 


5,18,667 

1,34,662 


53, 829 


a 
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121. The usual account of the Trust for Anundmoyee Rajcoomaree is 
appended to the report. 

122. The Auditor Babu Tara Churn Chatteijee continues to merit appro- 
bation for the manner in which he discharges the arduous duties of his office, the 
work of which has much increased of late years. The 1st clerk Babu Siddeshur 
Ghose also deserves mention for special intelligence, and mastery over the det^ 
of Audit office work. 


SECTION V.— ADMINISTRATION OF CIVIL JUSTICE. 

123. The number of regular suits instituted during the year was 3,810 
against 3,143 of the preceding year, showing an increase of 667 cases. 

124. This large increase was due to the fact that the term of grace in 
extension of the period of limitation under the new Act was to expire on the 3 let 
March 1879, and the further extension now granted was not sanctioned until 
just before the close of the year. A number of suits were therefore instituted 
in pursuance of old claims to save limitation. The further period of grace was 
sanctioned in consideration of the hardness of the times, and of the fact that a 
number of jotedars and mahajans had petitioned for it. Six months only were 
granted; the Act therefore comes into full operation on the 1st October 1879- 

125. There is no doubt that to refuse the further extension of the period 
of grace would have forced claims into court which may yet be amicably 
adjusted, and ould have brought ruin to many, and probably interfered in no 
small degree with the collection of the State revenue. 

126 The number of regular suits disposed of during the year was 3,477 
against 3,125 of the previous year. Although there were thus more cases decided, 
the disposals did not keep pace with the institutions, and at the close of the 
year the large number of 576 cases remained pending. But the institutions were 
not equally distributed over the year, a large number of plaints being filed 
towards the close of the year, for reasons given above. Some effort was made 
by the presiding officers to keep their files down, but I think more might have 
been done. A circular addressed to all officers with Civil Jurisdiction during the 
last quarter of the year had the effects of bringing down the files considerably, 
but the number of cases pending over six months is still unduly large on some files. 

127. The health of the Dewany Ahilkar Babu Ram Chunder Ghose has 
been failing lately. He took privilege leave for two months at the time of the 
Durga Poojah holidays. During his absence the Fouzdari Ahilkar carried on 
the duties of his office, but was unable to devote his whole time to it, and con- 
sequently the file fell in arrears. After his return firom privilege leave, Babu 
Ram Chunder Ghose again fell ill and had to take sick leave. It was then 
arranged that Babu Priyanath Dutt should officiate for him, and the work did 
not suffer, but the state of the Babu’s health prior to his going on leave was 
prejudicial to his efficiency, and his file showed an undue number of pending 
cases. He has again rejoined his office, but has been advised and intends 

to retire on pension, as he is an old man and by constitutional infirmities unfitted 
for hard sedentary work. 

128. The number, nature and value of suits instituted and disposed of by 
all Courts during 1877-78 and 1878-79 are shown in the three sub-joined 
tables. 
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129. Table shewing the suits instituted disposed of and pending in the past 
year as compared with the preceding year. * 



Instituted. 

Disposed of 

Pendino, 

1877-78. 

1 1878-79. 

i 

1877-78. 

1878-79. 


1878-79. 

Increase ... 

Decrease ... 

3,U3 

8,810 



m 

576 


667 



852 

1 

881 


130. Table shewing number and value of suits of diiferent kinds commenced 
in all courts in the past year as compared with the preceding year. 


Description of suits. 

Number in 
1877-78. 

Nnmijcr in 
1878-79. 

Value in 1877-78. 

Value in 1878-79. 




Rb. a. P. 

Rs. A. P. 

Suits of Small Cause Court Glass 

• 

2,726 

3,277 

1,35,176 4 8 

1,69,249 18 9 

Other Suits 

417 

583 

1,88,355 8 7 

1,62,749 0 4 

Total 

8,148 

8,810 

3,23,531 18 8 

3,31,998 14 1 

Increase 


667 


8,467 0 10 

Decrease 




131. Table shewing suits instituted and disposed of m 1878-79, and pending 
at the close of that year in various courts. 


Class of Courts. 

Instituted 

AND BE-ADMITTED, 

Disposed of 

Pending. 

1877-78. 

1878-79. 

1877-78. 

1878-79. 

1877-78. 

1878-79. 

Dewany Aliilkar 

1,600 

1,789 

880 

855 

89 

187 

Assistant to ditto 

38 

47 

695 

774 

78 

158 

Dinhata Bub-dirisional Court. „ 

511 

627 

587 

586 

55 

98 

Mathabhaga ditto 

050 

918 

645 

780 

21 

184 

Mekligunj ditto 

349 

479 

866 

482 

7 

4 

Total ... 

8,143 

3,810 

8,126 

3,477 

245 

576 


182. The mslitutions entered in these tables do not include suits pending 
at the close of th^ preceding year. The suits shewn as instituted 
in the Assistant's Court are re-admissions, this Court having no original 
jurisdiction. 

188. Out of the 1,789 cases instituted and re-admitted m the Dewany 
Ahilkar's Court during ^e past year 817 cases were transferred to the Assis- 
tant’s Court, for trial. 
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134. The number of Miscellaneous cases disposed of during the year was 
453 against 431 of the pevious year. The following table shews the number 
of suits disposed of by each of the Courts during the year and the number 
pending at the end. 

Miscellaneous cases of judicial nature other than regular suits or proceedings in 
executionj disposed and ponding in each of the courts. 



Dis|xiBed of. 

Pending. 

CLASS OF COUKTS. 

1877-78. 

1878-79. 

1877-78. 

1878-79. 

Dewauy Aliilkar’s Court ... 

227 

209 

66 

89 

Assistant’s Court 

48 

77 

1 26 

U 

Dinhata sub-divisional Court 

68 

40 

5 

27 

Mathabhanga do 

43 

60 

5 

18 

Mekligunj do 

60 

67 


3 

Total ... 

481 

453 

92 

151 

Increase 

Decrease 


22 


59 


135. The following table will shew the number of decrees partially or 
completely executed and the amount of money realized by each of the Courts. 


CLASS OFgCOUKTS. 

Completely. 

Partially. 

Amount realiiscd. 

Dowany Ahilkar ... 


305 

562 

84,112 3 8 

Assistant to Ahilkar 


125 

127 

4,886 9 9 

Naib Ahilkar, Dinhata 


60 

117 

1,324 11 7 

Ditto Mathabhanga 


112 

167 

8,946 16 10 

Ditto Mekligunj ... 


105 

158 

8,749 7 10 

Total 

... 

707 

1,131 

67,469 0 8 


136. The following table gives the number of appeals from decisions in 
original suits disposed of and pending as compared with the preceding year. 



Instituted, 

Disposed or. 

Pending. 

1877-78. 

1878-79. 

1877-78. 

1878-79. 

1877-78. 

1878-79. 

ll 

Hi 

In Jndgea and 

Dewany Ahilkar’s 
CSourt. 

Judge. 

1 

& 

Judge. 

i 

& 

3 

t 

1 

1 

1 

Judge. 

1 

1 


133 

173 

67 

67 

80 

74 

66 

12 

66 

80 

IncreoBe ... . 













40 

... 

... 

13 

17 

M. 

... 

1 

IS 

Decrease , 




... 

... 

... 

... 

- 

... 

... 


The Deputy CommiBsioner ie the Judge. 
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137. Appellate work is iru n with the increaKe of original suits. The 
number of appeals decided by me during the past year is much larger than in 
any previous year, and still the pending file is heavy. 

138. The following table will show the number and result of appeals pre- 
ferred from the decisions of each officer. 


L 


APPEALS niOM. 

No. of niam 
tried. 

PentUnp: 
from liiHt 
yoar. 

No, of Ap- 
jii-'nlH pre- 
forreil. 

Total. 

No. of dral' 

SiOHH Hf- 

flnued. 

No-reverued 
or iiiCKlitiul. 

(IthCTWiHC 
(liHpOHOd of. 

Pttidlnn:. 

Baba Ram Chunder GIiobc, 
Uewany Ahilkar. 

1,004 

30 

02 

88 

34 

10 

9 

36 

Kumar llungila Narayau, Ah- 
nintaiit and Naib Ahilkar of 
Mekligunj, 

040 

12 

22 

34 

13 

0 

11 

4 

Babn Tcary liiill Roy, AHHin- 
tant. and Naib Ahilkar of 
Dinhata. 

m 

3 

23 

26 

7 

G 

13 


Babu Hurl Dass Monkcrji'c, 
Uffg. ditto. 



27 

27 

6 

1 

3 

17 




Babn ShoHbi Bhunban Haidar, 
NuibAliilkaT, Mathabhanga 
and Dinhata. 

026 

8 

.33 

i 

41 

1 1 

1 

11 

18 

Babu Kedar Naib Mukerjoa, 
Naib Aliilkar, MatbaUianga 
and Mckligunj, 

840 


10 

25 

6 ' 

4 

3 

12 


Note— A p]K!iil8 [>rrferrcd <1() not include those pending froui jirecedinp your. 


131). The following table shows the appeals from the decisions in miscel- 
laneous case.s iweferred irom the decisions of each officer. 


APPEALS KHOM. 

No. fif rnw^ 
tried. 

Peiiditip 
from l4u»l 
^ ear. 

No. of Aj)- 
IxhIh pn‘- 
frrrvd. 

Total. 

No. of drrl- 
sloms nf- 
HnmxL 

No. ivrpmMl 
i>r luodilied. 

(Hiiorwlso 
diSlKWitfl of. 

Ponding. 

Babn Ram (’hiindcr fibusc, 
Dewany Abilkar. 

209 

9 

1 

10 

19 ! 

3 

1 

5 


Kumar Rungila Narayan. A«- 
HiHtaiii and Naib Aliilktu", 
Mckligunj. 

67 

1 

4 

5 



1 

4 

Babu Peary Ball Roy, Asrih- 
tant and Naib Ahilkar, Diii- 
hatiu 

77 


4 

4 

1 


1 


Babu Hurl Das« Mookerjec. 
ditto. 



1 

1 

1 


J 


Babu Shonhi Bhusban llaldar, 
Naib Ahilkar, Mathabhanga 
and Dinhata. 

40 

\ 

3 

4 

1 

1 


3 

Babu Ktnlar Nath Mookerjee, 
Naib Ahilkar, Mathabhanga 
and Mckligunj. 

60 

1 



1 






Note.— A ppeals preferred do not include thoge pending from preceding year. 

• 

140. A recent order of the High Court of Calcutta has affected the Cooch 
Behar bar in a highly injurious manner. This order is to the effect that young 
men who have passed the B. L. examination and aspire to be enrolled as High 
Court pleaders must practise in the Bengal mofussil courts or as apprentices 
to High Court pleaders for three consecutive years after obtaining their certi- 
ficate of B.L., unless employed in Avork of a judicial nature under Government. 
Should they fail to do, they forfeit all benefit from their degree. 
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141 The effect of this order is to close the doors of our Courts, contrary 
to our desire, io young Bachelors of Law, and to throw us on our own resources 
as recrards a ’supply of competent pleaders for the Higher Courts. This is much 
to be regretted. A few educated pleaders with a knowledge of English are a 
great ■■ here, as apart from the value of their assistance to the Deputy 
Commissioner in his capacity of judge, they form a reserve on which to 
draw for competent men to till up officiating appointments both judicial and 
executive. 


142. I am in hopes that the High Court may be induced to make an 
exception in our iiivor and to allow service in Cooch Behar whether on the bench 
or at the bar to count as time passed in practice, or in Government service under 
the Bengal Government. 

143. Our Naib and Assistant Ahilkars as a class are I fear sadly deficient 
injudicial ability and experience. Babu Priyanath Diitt, B. L., who officiated for 
a short time as a Dewany Ahilkar both during the past year and on a previous 
occasion, is able and competent, but none of the others deserve creditable mention 
except Kumar Kungila Narayan, who has indeed less experience than any 
of them, but who, 1 believe really tries to improve himself, and takes pains at all 
events. 


SECTION VL— REGISTRATION OF DEEDS. 

144. The annexed tables shew how rapidly the advantages of registration 
are becoming appreciated. 

145. 6,282 deeds ivere registered during the year against 4,026 of the 
preceding year, and 4,231 of the year 1870-77, Of the total number 2,183 
were optional against 1789 of the previous year. 

146. No changes in the administration of this department were made durino- 
the year. It may be desirable to have a rural Sub-registry office on the nortlf- 
east corner of the State, and another at or near Tufangunj in a year or two more, 
but at present the number of registrations are not sufficient to warrant our 
incurring the necessary outlay. 


CoTupdrdtiiw tdblc sh€winp the Tiufnhcv of deeds compulsovy o.nd optioned. 


Yeab. 

Compulsory. 

Opyonal. 

Total. 

t 

Amount of fees and 
fines realized on 
documents presented 
for retfistration. 





Rs. As. P. 

1877-78 

8,187 

1,789 

4,926 

8,517 0 0 

1878-79 

4,099 

2,183 

6,282 

4,128 4 0 

Increase 

962 

894 

1,850 

611 4 0 


Table sheicmj the nature of deeds registered in the different offices. 


Officeb. 

tfj 

01 

Mortgages, | 

a3 

"5 

Gifts. 1 

Acknowledgments of 
payment of consi- 
deration on account of 
immoveable pro|>erty. 

Obligations for pay- 
ment of money. 

i 

3 

? 

Miscellaneous deeds. 

Total. 

1 

Registry and siiddor office! ... 

1,703 

42 

251 

9 

88 

313 


1 

! 

271 

2,7G7 

Dinhata 

717 

30 

140 

2 

81 

112 

1 

147 

1,231) 

Mathablmnga ... 

494 

62 

198 

5 

116 

no 

... 

139 

1,114 

Mekligmij 

470 

46 

208 

3 

64 

1G5 

1 

no 

U(;2 

Total 

3,480 

178 

887 

19 

349 

700 

2 

067 ^ 

6,282 


Comparaiire Statement of deeds registered and of lleeeipts and Disbursements for 
the years 1877-78 a7id 1878-70. 


YKAll. 

Ni’MiiKii or 

C 

c 

d 

1 

"q , 

p 

i 

a 

JC 

S 

% 

! 

*3 

1 

Perceutuge on fee*. 

2 

Z 

a 

S5 

•0 

C 

0 

1 

^1 

II 

■r, 

e 

K 

c 

§ 

U 

1 

•s 

H 

P 

x 

'i 

- i 

2 :j 

1" 

1 

E. 

3 

o 

■i 
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Us, A. r.j 

1 Rh.A.P. 

Us. A. [\ 

Rs. A. r. 

Rs. A. r. 

Rs. A. r. 

1 

1 Us. A. r. 

1877-7H 

3,137 

1,789 

3,687 14 G 

1,216 14 3 869 11 7 

1 1 

1 0 0 

355 4 10 

2,442 11 8 *1.244 15 10 

i 

1S78-79 


2,183 

' 1,256 2 6 

i 

1,3.'.9 0 0 947 3 10 

1 i 

10 8 0 

397 7 6 

1 2,714 3 4 11,541 15 2 

1 i 

liiercase 

! i»(;2 

j 

31M 

568 4 C 

1 142 1 9 I 77 8 3 

9 8 0 

42 2 8 

1 i 

1 271 4 8' 296 15 4 

1 1 


* ll«. 1,244-15-10 exccsiii of receiptH over cxpendituro. 
f lis. 1,541-15-2 ditto ditto. 


Abstract Statement of Deeds irgistered and of lleceipis and Disburse me?its of the 
Registration Office for the year 1878-79 


OFFICES. 

Ncmukr of Dkkds 

ItKOISTKIIKD. 

*3 

1 

H 

V 

9 

1 

c 

1 

< 

1 

6 

:§ 

1 

"o 
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1 

§ 

5 

9 
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ll 

if 
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5 

■c 

1 

c 
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Compulsory. 

1 

Optional. 


• 


• 

Rs. A. 


Ra. A, rJ 

Us. A. P. 

Ra. A. P.j 

Ra. A. P. 

Registry k Sudder Oflfloe 

1,940 

827 

242,107 

1,746 12 

6 

820 0 0 

378 0 3 


370 4 9 

Dinhata 

824 

416 

64,021 

854 0 

0 

180 0 0 

197 8 4 

10 8 0 


Mathabhanga 

676 

438 

97,696 

846 4 

0 

179 0 0 

183 0 0 


13 0 3 

Mekligunj ... ... 

659 

503 

109,262 

809 2 

0 

180 0 0 

188 11 3 


14 2 6 

Total ... 

4,099 

2,183 

612,986 

4,256 2 

6 

1,359 0 0 

947 3 10 

10 8 0 

897 7 6 

— 








J 




TABLE shewing the amount of Receipts and Disbursements. 
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SECTION VII.— ADMINISTRATION OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE. • 

147. The charge of the Chief Criminal Court of original • jurisdiction 
rested with Baboo Jadub Chunder Chuckerbutty, Fouzdari Ahilkar, throughout 
the year. 

148. Criminal Staiistm , — The total number of cases of all descriptions 
reported during the year was 2,993 against 2,892 of the preceding year, shewing 
an increase of 101 cases. Of the 2,993 cases 1,577 were cognizqjble and 1,410 
were non -cognizable, against 1,571 and 1,321 respectively of the previous year. 
Cognizable cases have therefore increased by 0 and non -cognizable cases by 95. 
Among the cognizable cases, the serious offences against the person were 84 
against 107, and serious offences against property were 35 against 42 of the 
})revious year. The prevailing crimes, as in other years, have been petty thefts, 
trcispass and assaults. Under the head of petty theft there is a decrease in the 
number reported, contrary to my expectations, the total being 936 against, 
983 of the previous year ; and of the actual cases reported no less than 156 
Avere ascertained to be false, leaving a total of 780 true cases against 838 
of the previous year. There is an increase of 31 cases of assault, the number 
being 522 against 491 of the previous year. 

149. Comparative Htateinent of all Courts . — The subjoined statement shews 
the number of cases reported and the number of persons brought to trial in all 
Courts in the past and preceding years. 


UotailH. 

Xuinbcr of Cognizable and Non-cognizablo cases reported 
Nninher of persons brought to trial 

Convicted 

Released 

Otherwise disposed of 

Remaining under trial at the end of the year 

Percentage of persons convicted to total number brought 
to trial 


1S77-78. 

1W78-79. 

2,892 

2,993 

1,021 

1,884 

1,81C 

1,221 

558 

G35 

19 

9 

28 

19 

70'2 

r.5'7s 


A decrease of 37 is observed in the number of persons brought to trial ; 169 
|»etty theft cases Avere not enquired into under Section 117 of the Procedure 
Code, and summonses Avere refused in 323 frivolous and false cases instituted 
directly before Magisterial officers. The percentage of persons convicted is a 
little lower than that of the preceding year in as much as it has dccrcas(*d from 
70*2 to 65*78. 

% 

150. Detailed statement of all Courts . — The table given below gives ad- 
ditional details for the past year, shewing the number of persons brought to trial 
in all Courts in Cognizable and Non-cognizable cases. Full particulars will be 
found in the Cognizable and Non-cognizable Crime returns herewith submitted. 


DETAILS. 



Cofm Liable. 

Non-CoimlaibU 

Cases reported 



1,577 

1,416 

Number of persons andor trial 



912 (a) 

972 (f) 

Convicted ......... 



601 (b) 

629 (y) 

Released , 



296 (c) 

839 fh) 

Otherwise disposed of 



b(d) 

* (i) 

Remaining under trial at the end of the year 


10(e) 

9 0) 

Percentage of persons convicted to total number tried 

67001 

64'C 

Column XV. a | 


Column XI. / 


XVIII. h 1 



XV, XVI. 

9 

„ XVI, XVII. c i 

„ XIX, d 


»i 

XII, XIII. 

XIV. h 



XVIII. i 


,, XXII, xxni. « 


M 

XVII. ; 



1 
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It will be observed that the proportion of convictions in bot^ Cognizable 
and Non-cognizable cases is lower than in the previous year. The files were 
very clear at the end of the year, there being only 19 cases under trial and 
2 appeals undisposed of. 

l.’il Appeah.—T\i(iK were 35 Criminal appeals during the year against 30 
of the previous year. In 15 cases the order of the lower Courts were confirmed, 
i,i 10 cases modified and in 7 reversed. The table given below shews the 
number of persons convicted and of appeals preferred with the result m the case 
of each officer separately. 


Nanioft of officers against whose decuiloiis appeals were prefomil. 

o ^ 

h 

Total namber 
of appeals. 1 

Order conflnued 

1 

a 

1 

j Order rerersed- | 

1 

1 

JIhIku) Jnrlub Clnindcr Chuckerbuty, Fouzdari Ahilkar 

277 

15 

5 

(1 

3 

. 

Huri Diih Mookerjec, Officiating Naib Ahilkar ... ... j 

88 

7 

5 

2 



Knmor Ktibliuli Xarayan, Assistant Ahilkar ... ... | 

.312 

7 

3 


2 


JImIioo Poai'y Lall Hoy, Naib Ahilkar ... ... ... j 

83 

1 

... 


1 

. 

Shoshi Bhooaun Ilahler, Naib Ahilkar 

ir>5 

2 


1 



.. Kadar Natb Mookerjee, Naib Ahilkar 

lol 






Kiininr Ibingila Narayan, Naib Ahilkar 

I4r, 

3 

' 

1 

1 

i . 

1 

Total 

1.211 

35 

15 

10 

7 3 


T1h‘ Deputy Commissioner heard 22 and the Fonzdnri Ahilkar 13 cases. 

152. Two cases only of murder were reportt^d duriiiL^ tlie j ear, of these 
one was a case of murder and suicide. Ojie Matia Nosliya of Kotebhajnee 
in Mokligunj cut the throats of his two cliildren and subsequently hung 
himself. There is reason to believe he was laliouring under temporary insanlt}’. 
In the other case, there has been, I fear, a failure of justice. The facts are as 
i'ollon^s : — One Brojo Dass of Kaljanee was accused of having murdered Kori)Ool 
Dassia. Korpool was a young widow and had intimacy with Brojo ; the fruit 
of this connection was a daughter ; soon after the delivery, the woman 
was forsaken by her paramour who disowned the child. According to the 
custom of the country such women must remain ex-communicated and out-casts 
as long as their illigitimate children are not acknowdedged. Korpool was helpless 
and sued Brojo in the Fouzdari Court ' for the maintenance of her child. On 
the day fixed for the trial of the case, Korpool and her infant were missing ; 
two days after her dead body was discovered in the Kaljanee river, on the banks 
of which the parties lived. Suspicion fell on Brojo. He was sent up by the 
])olice for trial. The evidence being insufficient and unsatisfactory the accused 
was discharged by the Fouzdari Ahilkar on the 24th March last. 

153. I have sent for and inspected the records of the case, and am compelled 
to agree wfith the Fouzdari Ahilkar that the evidence would not support a 
conviction; but from the coincidence of the time of the woman's disappearance 
with that fixed for the trial of the maintenance ■ case, there seems the 
strongest ground for suspecting Brojo Dass of having made away with her, 
and I have directed the case to be made over to an intelligent officer with a view^ 
ol eliciting any evidence that may not hitherto have come to light. 

154. One case of murder which occurred before the commencement of the 
year under report was under investigation during the year, but the suspected 
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murderer being a forrigner, and having left the State ; it was fonnd impossible to 
trace him. 

• 

155. There were six cases of culpable homicide reported during the year 
against one in the previous year. Of these one was declared false; in two cases the 
persons accused were found to be protected by the right of private defence, and were 
discharged under section lO^J 1. P. C. In the fourth case the accused was sentenced 
to five >Tars rigorous iraprisonmont. In the fifth case there was possibly a failure 
of justice. The accused was charged with having strangled his girl wife, and 
tlirown her into a river. The case was re[)orted at first as one of drowning but 
subsequeutly suspicion fell on the husband, and the Police taking the matter u[> 
ill id arresting him, he made, as alleged, a full confession of having killed his wife, 
1111(1 was immediately taken before the Naib Ahilkar to whom he repeated his state- 
iiHMit before the Police. The Naib Ahilkar however contented himself with simply 
recording the confession and failed to examine a single witness, although several 
Avere brought before him at the time, pleading as his excuse when called upon to 
explain, that he did not like to examine witnesses fresh from the Police. The 
absurdity of the excuse was manifest, as he had not hesitated to record thi; 
confession, which was, to say the least, as likely to be due to Police influence 
MS any tiling the witnesses might say. When subsequently examined the wit- 
nesses told quite a difterciiit story, and the accused retracted his confession, stating 
that lie had been forced into making it. h rom the circumstances of the case and from 
th(‘ fact that prior to the Police investigation the case had been re[)orted at the 
tliMiina as a ease of drowning, and that the members of the fiimily had their story, 
true or otherwise;, of the way the accident occurred ready before the Police took 
lip the enquiry, as was proved by the reiiort of the information entered at the 
tliiiiiiia, it seemed excecdingl}^ improbable that these very relatives and the 
iii'C’ised husband, with whom they had sided, would have told quite a different 
story, inculpating the husband, unless considerable pressure had been brought to 
l)(‘ar on them. As the witnesses were not examined at the time the confession was 
]*ecorded, and as the}' adheri'd, when examined afterwards, to the stop}' which had 
tirsf been given at the thaima, it was imjiossible for me to convict the prisoner 
simply on his eonfessioii when fre.sli from Police custody, which ho retracted 
siibsetiuenlly both before the Naib Ahilkar, and myself. Whether the confession 
was true or not I cannot sa}’, but 1 have no doubt that it was not altogether 
^'oluntary. I censured the Naib Ahilkar sevend}^ both fur his careless and 
snp(*rfieial enquiry and for his disingenuous excuses for it. 

156. There were th ree cases of dacoit v reported during the year against three 
of the preceding year. These added to the two cases reported in the last year, 
but disposed of in the year under rejiort, make the total number of cases five ; of 
these, one was found to be false and two are yet pending with the Police. In the 
two remaining cases the Police bad sent up 10 men for trial ; of these six men 
were convicted and sentenced to 10 years rigorous imprisonment each, and four 
were released. 

case . — One Joy Nath Manjhee lodged a complaint with the Matha- 
hhanga Police that on the 26th August last a dacoity had been committed in 
his house, and property Valued at Rs. 12-8 carried off. The case was investigated 
by the Police, and four persona arrested and sent up for trial. The evidence 
against them being meagre and doubtful, they were discharged by the Naib 
Ahilkar of Mathabhanga. 


2nd One Sheeb Prosad Shing lodged a complaint with the Mekli- 
gunj Police, to the effect that on the 28th - March last a dacoity had been 
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committed in his house and property valued at about Rs. 50 carried off. The 
case was being enquired into by the Police at the end of the year. 

case.'^One Gyaii Das of Picknidhara in the Dinhata sub-division gave 
information to the Dinhata Police that on the 31st March last a dacoity had 
been committed in his house and property valued at Rs. 495-9 carried off. The 
case is being investigated by the Police. 

157. Oul of seven cases of rape reported during the year only two were 
sent up for trial, of these one resulted in the conviction of the accused, and h(‘. 
is sentenced to five years rigorous imprisonment. In the other case, a boy of 
some 17 or 18 years old was asserted to have committed rape \ipon a girl of 
three, but as medical examimition shewed that there was no rupture, or any 
external marks of violence, I disbelieved the evidence for the prosecution. 

158. There were three cases of kidnapping rej)orted during the year against 
five of the preceding year 


am — One Kaltoo Das was accused of having kidnapj)ed a minor girl 
named Pochee Dassia from the legal guardianship of her father for the purpose 
of marrying her. The accused was convicted and sentenced to imprisontnent. 

2nd case . — One Tanga Das kidnapped a woman named Kan to Dassia with 
intent to have illicit intercourse with her. The accused was convicted by the 
Sessions Court and sentenced to seven years rigorous imprisonment. 

3rd case . — A charge of kidnapping was brought against Nandia, Xushur 
and Sabordee. There being no proof against the accused they were discharged 
by the Naib Ahilkar of Mekligunj. 

159. Distribution of work . — The subjoined table shews the distribution of 
work amongst the several officers: — 

O 


i 

Name of officers. j 

% 

te 

u 

0 

6 

CTj 

C 

li . 

'A 

Convicted. 

i 

0 

? 

5 c9 

< 

Otherwise dis- 1 
posed of. 1 

Remaining under 
trial at the 
end of the 
year. 

Percentage of 
persons convict- 
ed to total 

number tried. 

G. T. Dalton, Esq., Deputy Commissioner .. 
Babu Jadub Cbuudcr Chukorbutty, Fouz- 

14 

28 

1C 

4 

... 

8 

80 

dari Ahilkar 

„ Huri Das Mookerjee, Offg. Noib Aliil- 

1,061 

443 

276 

150 

7 

2 

63-8 

kar 

125 

174 

88 

8C 



50 '5 

„ Peary Lull Roy, Naib Ahilkar 

120 

143 

82 

58 


3 

68 5 

„ Kumar Kcahub Narayan Asst. Ahilkar 
„ Shoshi Bhoosun Haidar, Naib Ahil- 

810 

449 

310 

188 

1 


69-1 

kar 

890 

228 

156 

C7 


6 

69*8 

„ Kedar Nath Mookerjee, Naib Ahilkar 

553 

197 

161 

46 

1 

77 04 

Kumai' Rungila Narayan, Naib Ahilkar ... 

420 

222 

144 

78 


'64*8 

Total 

2,998 

1,664 

1,226 

635 

9 

19 

66*06 


160. MisceUaneous proceedings under the Code of Criminal Procedure.— per- 
Bons were ordered to find scecurity for good behaviour during the year against 
24 of the preceding year. o .7 “» 


• Courts had occasion to take attachment proceedings 

agains ® uring the year. Rs. 117 were awarded as compensation to 

defendants, (Section 209 of Criminal Procedure Code). Proceedings had to 
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be taken in 18 cases for the suppression of local nuisances under Chapter XXIX. 

162. There were 39 right of way cases under Section 536 Chapter L ; of 
these 22 cases were disposed of in favor of the applicants, 6 dismissed, 6 compro- 
mised and 5 pending at the end of the year. 

163. The number of applications for maintenance were 30 ; of these 11 were 
decided in favor of the applicants, 10 refused, 8 compromised and bwas pending 
at the end of the year. 

164. Accidental death . — The number of accidental deaths reported (luring 
the year was 157 against 105 of the previous year. They were as below: — 


Suicide 

... ... 

7 

]iy drown in,!' 


... ](»5 

,, Snake bite 


... 81) 

„ Beastn 


1 

,, Otlicr causes ... 


... M 


Total 

... 157 


1 65. The large imniber of deaths by drowning must 1 )e attributed t( > the heavy 
rains which inundated so large a portion of tlie State, and caused the crossings 
of rivers to be more than usmilly dangerous. It is strange however that in the 
griN'it and ext^('])tional Hood which visited the State on the 2 ()tli of July 187S 
there tvere no deaths from drowning imported, althougli s[)ecial enquir)' was made 
with a view to obtaining iid’ormation on tlie subject. 

166. This Hood was so verj' liigh that the inliabitants of the parts visited by 
it were almost entirely confined to tlunr liouses f()r some days, and to this 
fact, all going about Ix'ing sto]»ped, must be attributinl the al)sence of casualties. 
Wlien, howe\'er, the Hoods were conHned to tlie low lands, the greater depth of 
water at ordinary crossings ])robal)ly was the cause* of many persons, who wert* 
unable to swim, being carried oH* tlieir feet and drowned. 


167. Cruninal Fines . — Tlie statianent given below will sliow tlie result of 
fine operations in the past and in the jireceding years. 


Years. 

Balance 
of the previous 
year. 

1 

1 

Imposed dnriiifr 
the year. 

Kealir.od during 
the year. 

1 

Ilcmitted or 
written off. 

Balance at 
the end of the 
ye.ar. 


lu. As. r. 

Rs. As. P. 

Rs. As. P. 

Its. As, P. 

Its. As. P. 

1877-78 

4,012 13 1 

S,276 3 (t 

6,817 2 2 

2,870 11 10 

3,001 2 1 

1878-79 

3,G01 2 1 

9,125 8 0 

7,463 12 6 

2,285 3 2 

2,987 10 .S 


It will appear that the balance which remained unrealized at the end of the 
year under report was Rs. 2,987-10-5 against Rs. 3,601-2-1 of the previous year. 
The fact that fines imposed ujmti 'very poor people who undergo alternative 
imprisonment in lieu thereof have been ordered to be written off, accounts for 
the heavy sum that appears under the heading “ written off or remitted.” 

168. Chowhidari Tcuc for the Town of Cooch Behar . — The assessment for the 
year under report was Rs. 2,158-2 ; this amount added to Rs. 3-13-9, the 
realizable balance of the previous year, gives a total of Rs, 2,161-15-9 ; deducting 

j 
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from this amcnmt dke sum xrf Es. m mmomsEt a£ perBouM who have died, 

left their places &c., there remain Rs. 2,048-14-3 ; of these, Rs. 2,041-10-6 
were realized, lea^ng a feallanoe c)f Rs. 7-6-9. The result is generally satis- 
factory. The coat /of the -chowkidari estaMishment was Ks. 2^040 4fcgamst 
Rs. 2,027-13-3 of the previous year, shewing an increase of Rs. 12-2-9. 

169. Cattle Pounds . — The number of cattle pounds in different parts of the 
State was 35 ' against 33 of the preceding year. Two pounds were closed, 
not proving seif supporting, and five neAv ones were opened; but the receipts were 
Rs. 5,771-12 against Rs. 5,008-10-10|, shewing a decrease of Rs. 136-14-i().^. 
The disbursement was Rs. 3,126 against Rs. 3,053-9-6 of the preceding 
year. This also shews an increase of Rs. 72-6-6. The net profit to the State 
was therefore Rs. 2,645-12 against Rs. 2,855-1-14 s-hewiiig a decrease of 
lis, 209-5-1 i. The excessive i»in and two successive inundations, which 
])re veil ted cattle from grazing out-side for about n month, account for the small 
(lecr(!;ise in the amount of profits. 

170. Rabu Jadub Chiinder Chuckerbutty has performed his diitu^s throngli- 
ont the year to my satisfaction, and eontiiines to maintain liis previous higii 
character. 

171. OF the sub-divisional and sadder Naib Ahilkars Kumar Rungila Narayan 
is rla‘ only one who deserves mention, as an officer who really tries to improve 
liimself. The others are scarcely in my opinion fit to hold the powers they do as 
second class Magistrates. Fortunately however their Magisterial work is not 
h(!avy. 

SECTION VITI.— POLICE. 

172. The following table gives the strength and cost of the Police during 
the past official year: — 


Strcn<_Ch. Cost lU. 

1 Huperiiitcndoiit ... ... ... ... 

a Inspectors ... ... ... ... 4,500 

9 Sub-Inspectors .. ... ... ... 0,480 

28 Head-Constables ... ... ... ... 5,280 

250 Constables ... ... ... ... 20,430 

Total ... 42,160 


173. The increase under the item of Superintendent's pay is due to the 
increments of Rs. 50 to his salary sanctioned two years ago viz..^ an increase of 
Rs. 100 in two annual increments of Rs. 50 each. The increase under the head 
of Sub-Inspectors is due to the appointment of an extra Sub-Inspector for 
Hiildibari police station, which has been made a thanna, in consequence of its 
increased importance as a railway station on the principal road of the State. 

174. The Sub-insiiector was appointed last year, but was paid from savings, 
no provision having been made on the budget for the purpose. The increase in 
the Tinm1>er erf constables and consequent inifreased copt, is due to the appoint- 
ment of 1 5 extra constables as guards for the sub-divisional lock-ups. 

175. Formerly the sub -divisional treasure chest, which is kept in the guard 
house attached to the look-up, and the lock-up itself were under the guard of 
one sentry oijjy . This man naturally kept watch near the door of the guard 
house where the treasure was kept. The far side of the lock-up was thus 
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q^uibe inigunrdcd. and on atomy iiightfi it was easy for the prisoners * if they could 
get out of the bamboo housee^ to csross the palkade and escaj^e without attracting 
any notice. Two years ago it was the custom to keep a certain number of 
prisoners undergoing sentences of as much as six months at the lock-ups for 
local labour. At the Ma habhanga lock-up, one of the doors, which were made 
of wooden bars on a wooden framework, fastened with one padlock and chain 
half way from the ground to the top of the door, had got somewhat warped, 
and the prisoners found that they could prize it open at the bottom, without 
breaking the chain, sufficieiitly to admit of a man forcing his* way through. 
This was actually done, for a short time, systematically ; and on dark and rainy 
nights certain prisoners used to get out of the lock-up, go and commit thefts in 
the neighbourhood, dispose of their booty to accomplices outside, and then 
return and lock themselves up. 

17(5. Thefts wi;re reported to which no clue could be obtained, and the real 
tl(‘liriquents might have esc.aped detection, and served out their time in jail, 
committing thefts l)y niglit with impunity, had it not been for the discovery of 
some tobacco in the lock-up in possession of a prisoner, who, w'hen about to be* 
])nnished, informiiel against his comrades ratlier than suffer alone, and so the 
A\ hole thing came out. The prisoners whe) hael bre)ke*ii out ce)nfessed e*very 
tliiiio’. Tliey lead i)referred re‘tnrning te) prison each night that they had got out, 
to re'mainiug at large with wfirrants perpetually hanging over them. 

1 77. 'riu‘ story reflects small credit on any of the parties concerned, but it was 
difficult to find fault, as the system was most to blame. One head constable aiiel 
four constables were quite an inefficient guard for a lock-up and station house 
with a treasure cliest in it, outside tin* l(>ck-up inclosurc. The guard has been 
doul)l('d, the doors of the buildings inside the lock-up secured with double locks 
i)l)ove and below, and the suV)-divisional officers prohibited from keeping prison(‘rs 
seiuenced to more than one weeks rigorous imjndsonment in the lock-up. 

Worlcbvj of the Police. 


Detuils, 

1877-7H. 

IH7S.71> 

(’oj^iiizfil)lo cnsi's rcjKirlcd iiu'lutliiig llioso ]K*iulini^ Policn' eiKjniry at ilic 



Mul (•!' tlio previous year 

1,580 

1,577 

A F(jruis (inie) ... 

371 

8GS 

A Forms (false) ... 

0 

1 

JJ Forms (true) 

23 

o’) 

B Forms (false) ... 

10 

5 

C Forms (true) ... 

820 

387 

C Forms (false) ... 

154 

200 

Cases not enquired into under sec. 117 Code of Criminal Procedure 

278 

ICO 

Cases tiikeu np direct by Mngistrfitcs 

802 

3‘»6 

Pendiug before the Police at the close of the year 

08 

1C 


It will be observed tliat the number of A forms has decreased by 3. There 
is a decrease of 9 in the number of cases reported. The number of false cases, 
206 against 164 of the previous }x*ar, shews au increase of 42 cases. Besides 
the fi^lse cases mentioned above, 82 cases were found to be false amongst those 
that w’ere taken up direct by the Magistrates. The total number of false 
cases was therefore 288, or 20 percent of the total number of cognizable cases 
reported. SO complainants were prosecuted under sections 182 and 211 for lodging 
false complaints, of whom 19 were convicted and 11 released. This I consider 
eminently satisfactory, knowing the difficulty of obtaining legal proof of the 
fact that a charge is false, however morally convinced ns to its falsity one 
may be. Cases moreover are shown as false in the statements which are thrown 
out as being properly coguiziihle by the Civil Courts, although the charges made 
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may have their foundations in fact, and such cases go to diminish the proportion 
of convictioiys under sections 182 and 211, to the total number of charges shewn 
as false in the statements. 

178. Conduct of During the year under report one Sub-Inspector, 

five head constables, and 25 constables were punished for various offences under 
the Penal Code. There were no cases of extortion of confession by torture, or 
cruelty against any of the Police. The Fouzdari Ahilkar however notices that 
cases of oppression by Chowkidars have come to his notice, in which he has little 
doubt that the Chowkidars were only the tools of the regular Police. Exemp- 
lary punishment has been dealt out in such cases, and when the Chowkidars come 
to understand their position better and learn their duties I think such complaints 
will be of rare occurrence. They arise out of an exaggerated idea entertained 
by the Chowkidar of the power of the regular policeman over him personally. 

179. In my last report I mentioned that a force of 870 Chowkidars had sprung 
up spontaneously, and that the number was rapidly increasing. Out of 980 
talooks in the State 829 have now got 1,534 Chowkidars, and 101 still remain 
without Chowkidars. Petitions for the appointment of Chowkidars are still 
coming in. Hitherto the State has spent nothing on this new auxiliary Police 
force, but this year I shall ask sanction to sin>ply the men with badges and spear 
heads as insignia of office. It will be advisable also I think to adopt the rules in 
force in the neighbouring districts of llungpore and Julpigoree rc'garding Chou'- 
kidars, for the bettor control of this large body of men. 

180. As beibre stated these Chowkidars are paid by voluntary contributions 
With a view to enforcing the continuance of such payments, without at tlu; same 
time alarming the people with the idea of a new tax I have called for a report 
as to the distribution and incidence of the gross payments, preparatory to rt‘- 
commeiiding that rules be j)assed to cnabh* us to realize from defaulters their 
(juota of subscription and to fix the ])roportions in which the different grades 
of tenants shall jaiy according to the size of their holdings, &c. in tlu^ future. 

181. The following two tallies will show the percentage of acipiittals to 
convictions in cognizable cases taken up direct by Magistrates and in casiss sent 
up by the Police separatel} . 


Result of trial of persons in Co/piizable cases including those taken up 
direct by Magistrate. 


Total number of |)crHons 
in Columns XV 
of cognizable return. 

Acquitted Ac. 
ColuniMs XVI and 
XVli. 

Convicted Ac., 
ColuniiiH XVlIl 

A and 11. 

Pending Ac., 
Columns XTX, 
XXII, XIII. 

Percentage of 
conviction. 

912 

29(5 

601 

16 

67 

Result of trial of per 

sons in Cognizable cases investigated by Police Suo motu. 

Persons sent up for trial 
including those pending 
from last year. 

Acquitted Ac. 

Convicted. 

Pending and died. 

Percentage of 
conviction. 

678 

188 

428 

1 

12 

76-6 


These results are creditable to the Police. 
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182. The percentage of property recovered to property stolen is only a 
fraction better than last year as shown in the annexed table. 


Abstract Statement af property stolen and recovered. 



1877-78. 



1878-79. 


Amount of 

Amount of 

Percentage of 

Amount of 

Amount of . 
property recovered. 

Percentage of 

property stolen. 

property recovere<i, 

1 recovery. 

property stolen. 

recovery. 

1 

Rs. As. P. 

12,056 0 0 

Its. As. P. 

2,083 0 0 

17-27 

Us. As. P. 

15,181 0 0 

Rs. As, P. 

2,854 0 0 

18-79 


188. It is true that the nature of the country in Cooch Behar offers 
exceptional adviintagCH for concealment. But what I consider unsatisfactory 
is that so many confessions result in so small a recovery of property admitted 
to have been stolen. 

184. Of 38 persons brought to trial for bad livelihood during the year 27 
were ordered to find security. 

185. Tlie following table shows the fluctuations during the past five years 
in some of the principal classes of otrences. 


('itIME 

1874-7”, 

1875-7G- 

187(1-77. 

1877-78. 

1878-79. 

Rehabkb. 

( 

Dacoity ... 

11 

0 

1 

2 1 

'3 ' 

Cnsofl fif thrift In 

ll()\)l)cry 

1 ^ 

3 

3 

2 

1 

]iriiviou6 to 1H7() 

Ordiiiaiy theft 

! 3U7 

727 

710 

838 

730 

wvoniitly i;iiU.'nil 
aR 

Lurking House trespa ss 

: 811 

81 

13 

0 

8 

liirkinp house 

Murder 

i ^ 

2 

1 

4 

2 

Culpable Homicide ... 

i 

2 

5 

1 

0 



180. 4 here were 0 escapes from Police custody during the year. 4 of the 

prisoners escaping were recaptured. 

187. The followdng oHicers are mentioned as spi*cially deserving of com- 
mendatioii for detective ability. 

Sub- Inspector Guru Prosanno Singh. 

,, ilomtazuddin. 

j, Mohamed rioliar. 

1 1 ead -constable X ozeeruddiii . 


188. Sub-Inspector Sham laill Mookerjee who was dismissed two years ago 
when senior lnsi>cctor for perm i Wing a case of extortion of confession in his inune- 
diatc vicinity, but sulisequontly readmitted on account of ]wevious long and good 
service, has throughout the year rendered himself very useful at Huldibari, and 
performed his duties creditably. 


189. Inspector Parbutty Charan Cliuckerbutty also deserves favourable 
mention us an ollicer of intelligence and ability. 


K 
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190. Babu Satya Churn Mookerjea the Superintendent of Police continues 
to discharge the duties of his post satisfactorily. He is a straight forward officer 
in whose word 1 have confidence. 


SECTION IX.~JAIL AND LOCK-UPS. 

191. The charge of the Jail throughout the year rested with the Fouzdari 
Ahilkar, Baboo ^Jadub Chundcr Chuckerbutty. 

192. The Jail wall, which was commenced in 1877-78, has during the year 
under report been nearly completed. As before stated the work has been done 
almost entirely by Jail labour, and has therefore progressed but slowly. 

193. The site of the existing hospital being out side the wall, preparations 
have been made for its removal and reconstruction on one side of the large tank 
inside, (hi the completion of the wall some redistribution of the present aitcha 
wards will be necessary, so as to separate the civil and hajut [irisoners more 
effectually than has as yet been feasible, and also so as to minimize the risk from 
fire. 


194. The Commissioner during his last visit thought that a puclca guard 
house and office should be constructed outside the wall, abutting on to it, on 
either side of the principal gate. Estimates are being prepared. 

195. Disposal of the prisoners in the Sudder Jail — The statement in the 

margin will show the disposal of 
the prisoners in the year under 
report, as compared with the pre- 
ceding year. Seven deaths occurred 
against five in the preceding year. 
There was no cholera u[) to the close 
of the year, though I regret to say 
that during the current month 
(April) cholera has made its appear- 
ance, and carried off about a dozen prisoners. Of three escapes, against one in the 
previousyear, two were by prisoners at out door work in the Nilcoti, and one from 
the Jail garden. The escaping prisoners were all men with less than six months 
to serve, and the escapes were due to over confidence and carelessness on the part 
of the warders, who have been tried and punished. No offender was sentenced 
to transportation during the year, nor was any lunatic transferred to Dacca. 


Dibpobal of prisoners in the 
S uiJDEH Jail. 

1877-78. 

1878-79. 

Died 

5 

7 

Encaped 

1 

H 

766 

Released 

G19 

TraiiHf erred ... 

17 

5 

llemainirig in the Jail on the last 
day of the year 

247 

205 


196. Health of prisoners.— The health of the prisoners during the year was not 


Description. 

1877-78 

1878-79 

Average population of the sudder 

281 

224 

Jail. 



Admission on account of sickness 

222 

814 

Average sick ... 

10004 

10-07 

Percentage of admission to popu- 

24-7 

81-8 

lation. 



Average sick per cent of average 
population. 

43 

4-46 

Deaths 

5 

7 

Death rate to 100 prisoners ... 

2 

3 


and mortality will be found in Dr. Briscoe^ 


Bogoodas in 1877-78. The ratio of 
admissions to Hospital, per cent of 
average strength, was 31-8 against 
24*97, and that of the daily average 
number of sick was 4 46 against 
4*3. The mortality from cholera was 
2, hr less than one per cent. Of the 7 
deaths, 2 only w^ere from cholera, 2 
from general debility, 1 from dy- 
sentry, 1 from enlargement of 
spleen, and 1 from colic pain. 
Full particulars regarding sickness 
1 medical report. 
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197. Labour and rnanufadure . — The prisoners were chiefly* employed in 
building the pucka nmHonry wall round the Jail. They cleared the jungle of 
the town, worked under the Public Works Department and the Artizan’s school 
and in the printing Press. The number that work in the Press daily has been 
increased from 11 to 14. The Jail garden supplied employment for those who 
were either old, convalescent, or otherwise considered unfit for hard work. The 
number of men employed in manufactures was a little more than that in the 
previous year, viz. 45 against 40. The principal branches of manufacture in 
which the prisoners were employed were carpentry, sawing woodl^ mat making, 
weaving and twine making, making soorkee, grinding flour and making bread. 
A number of men were also employed as Jail servants, viz^ convict warders, 
water carriers, cooks, sweepers and hospital attendants. 

198. The officer in charge thinks that “ petty manufactures are not so pro- 
fitable as one or two suitable industries” and he is anxious to introduce, more 
largely, oil pressing as a labour. If this pays well there can be no possilde objec- 
tion to it, but rather the contrary, as oil pressing is first class labour, and 
1 am inclined to tliink that our convicts have as a rule too easy times of it, 
and do not find the routine of Jail life so unpleasant as is desirable that they 
should. 

1 99. (hoss carnhujs. — The gross earnings of the labouring prisoners during 
the ])ast and the |)receding j esrs will be found in the statement given below. 


Description. 

1877-78. 

1878-79. 

Uoforence to 
Statement C. 

flail servants Us, 4-11 per iikmiscui 

llcpnirinj^f Jail 

Rs. As. P. 

1.C41 14 0 
I4t) J.o 0 
8,110 0 0 
678 15 0 
747 8 3 

4,609 7 0 

Rb. As. P. 

1,553 2 0 
310 2 6 ! 
3,148 2 0 
220 14 0 
747 8 1 

3,222 5 11 

Colnmn 6. 
Dc. 6. 
Do. 7. 
Do. 8. 
Do. 11. 

Do. 12. 

On tin* roails, Jail Wall 

Working for hire (ii) Us. 5-10 

Oathc Jail ^anlcii @ Us. 57-S in 1H77-7B iiutl @ 
Uh. r»8-()-J in 187H-70 }>(T hcail per mmuni. 

On innmifactnre (f/) Us. 114 in 1877-78 ami Us. 7 1-9-8 in 
1878-79. 

Total 

10,08811 8 

8, -208 2 r, 


200. The gross earnings of the past year are less than those of the preceding 
year by Ps. 1780-8-9. Tins is attributable to two causes: — First to the reduc- 
tion in the number of prisoners, the daily average of which is 224 in the year 
under report aginst 231 of tlie preceding year ; and .secondly to the fact that a 
very large number of )>risoners wcYe engaged during the year on the masonry wall, 
which work is less profitable than brick-making, in which the greater number of 
prisoners in 1877-78 were employed. 

201. The gross earnings per head of prisoners cmplo5"ed in the Jail garden 
has fallen from Ks. 57-8 to Us. 53-G. This is due, I regret to state, to the com- 
plete failure of an attempt to grow tobacco in the garden, under Senor Jlontfort’s 
supervision ; unfortuna,f-ely w'orifis appeared and destroyed the entire crop. New 
plants were substituted for those which died, but to no purpose, and the result 
was that the labour of u considerable number of prisoners for about 3 months 
was entirely wasted. Some remarkably fine potatoes were grown in the 
Jail garden this year, better than any I have seen brought from Buxa or 
Darjeeling. 
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202. Tk! prisoners eniployoil in manufacture have earned Ra. 71-9-8 per 
liead against Ks. 114 in the previous year, owing to the fact that the con- 
struction of the wall comes under this head, and building is far less profitable 
than brickmaking. Properly speaking the work of the two years should bo 
taken together, and an average struck to ascertain the real value of the work 
of each. 


203. Net earnings .— earnings of the Jail during the last year were 
Rs. 7,344-14 {^de statement R) against Rs. 9,205-14-3 shewing a decrease of 
Rs. 1,861-0-3. The reasons to which this falling off is attributable have been 
given in detail in the foregoing paragraph under the head of gross earnings. 


Expenditube. 

1877-78. 

1878-7 

9. 



Ks. 

As. 

p. 

Rs. 

As. 

P. 

I’olicp pfnartl 

2,(156 

3 

3 

8,210 

0 

3 

EHtuliliHliinpnt 


13 

0 

8,100 

2 

0 




10 

t; 

10,202 

0 

3 

OoiUiii^'orit 

bm 

7 

0 

,555 

13 

!1 

Clotliiiip and blankots - 

1 ,051 

13 

0 

, 910 

13 

0 

Jail bidliling and rt'])jiir8 

."lOO 

0 

0 

370 

13 

8 

Gross cost 

i(;,so2 

15 

3 

18,425 

0 

G 

Deduct profits on manufacture, &c 

0,205 

M 

3 

7,344 

M 

0 

Not cost ! 

7,507 

1 

0 

11,080 

11 

0 

Avoracfo gross cost of cacb prisoner ■ 

72 

n 

10 

82 

4 

1 

Average lud cost of eacb prisoner 

32 

14 

2 

40 

7 

5 


204. The above statenient shows a very large increase in the gross and 
net cost of the Jail for the year under review as compared witli th(^ preceding, 
jind a still larger proportionate increase in the gross and net cost of each 
|)risoner. Notwithstanding that the average population of the Jail during the 
year was 224 against 231 of that precisling, the gross cost of 1878-71) was 
Rs. 27 more than that of 1877-78. The gross cost of each prisoner exceinls 
that of the former year by Rs. 10, and the net cost by Rs. 17 nearl}’. 

205. This large increased cost is due to the folloAving causes 

First -An increase of Rs 554 in cost of Jail guard, due to the necessity 
of an extra guard for the llos])ital which was outside the 
masonry wall during the year under report. 

Semidli/.— An increase of Rs. 1,354-14-9 under the head feeding.’' 
Notwithstanding the fact tliat there were fewer inoutlm 
to feed, prices ruled so higli, that an extra grant of Rs. 3,000 
had to be applied for beyond the amount estimated and 
sanctioned in the budget. Rice sold at Rs. G-4 for good, and 
lis. 5 for common sorts at one period of the year. 

7A?r%.— The decrease in the gross profits of 'the prisoners’ labour, 
wdiich go to diminish the gross cost of the Jail. 

• • details of the gross cost of each prisoner are given in the sub- 

jomec taj e. It will be seen that it is only under diet and Jail guard that the^e 
iH any iicticqble diffi ri'iKH*, while a decrease is shown under some heads. 
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Yfab 

.Jail guard. | 

1 

EHtabliHhniont. 

Diet. 

Clothing nrid 
bedding. 

llnildiiig and i 
repa'-ing Jail. 

^edicine ami con- 
tirigeucicH. 

1877-78. 

11 8 0 

1 

13 7 10 

38 9 0 

4 9 0 

2 3 1 

2 7 0 

1878-79. 

U 5 4 

18 13 5 

46 1.3 0 

4 1 6 

1 11 2 

2 7 8 


» 

207. Remittances to the Tr- t- i.- . — The amount actually remitted to the 
Treasury was Rs. n,2r)3-3-2 against Rs. 10,933 of the preceding year, and 
Rs. 5,100-10-11 of the year 1876-77. The preceding year 1877-78 was an excep- 
tional one in as much as that the attention of the whole establishment was wholly 
concentrated on brick making, and all the available prisoners were employed at it. 

The amount remitted consisted of the following items : — 


Eaniin"vS of out-door labour birod out to Public Works Department 
Halo proceeds of gardou produce ... 

Hale [)r<)ceodK of articles manufactured in tin; preceding year 
Do. do. in the year under report 

Found with prisoners and confiscated 


2,257 4 2 
804 Id 4 
2,900 3 6 
3,232 6 8 
2 8 0 


Total ... 9,203 3 2 


208. Resides this amount, Rs. 27-4-3 were remitted to the Treasury on 
account of the. earnings ot the prisoners at Mekligunj. 

209. The earnings of convicts employed in out-door work for the State are 
shewn only on paper. 


210. Lock-ups \ — The number of prisoners admitted into the three Lock-ups 
at Diiihata, Alathabhaiiga, and Mekligunj during the year under report, was 481 
against 442 of the preceding }'ear, shewing an increase of 39 men. 57 men 
remained in the Lock-ups at the close of the preceding year ; out of the total 
number 538, 143 were transl’crred to the Sudder Jail and different Lock-ups, 
1 died, 5 escaped, 357 were released, and 32 remained at the close of the year. The 
cost of feeding in the Lock-ups was Rs. 51-9 against Rs. 45-8-6, shewing an 
increase of Rs. 6-0-6, per head. This is owing to the high price of tlie articles 
of food which [ircvailed during tJie year under report. 

211. The Mathabhanga Lock-up is threatened by the river which has 
approached to within a few feet. It will probably be necessary to remove it 
this year in order to avoid it being washed away. 

212. The general conduct of the prisoners through out the year was good. 

213. The Jailor Tariuee Charau Ghosc has given much satisfaction, and is 
a zealous and hard working officer. Full remarks on the sanitary arrangements, 
causes of mortality, &c., Avill be found in the Medical Report, 
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SEC.'TION X.— MEDICAL. 

214. The statements and returns for the year are^ with the exception of 
statement No. II, in the same form as for the preceding year. 

215. There has been no change in the medical stalF during the year under 
review. Dr. Briscoe has been in charge during the whole year. 

216. Thef following statement shows the total number of in and out- 
patients, and average daily attendance at each State Hospital and Dispensary for 
the past year and that preceding it. 


No. I. 


Ywir. 

IIOSPITAli. 

In-puticoits. 

Out-potientH. 

Total. 

Avorngo 
(lalli Nij. of 

Avorape 
Hiiily No. of 
ouL-patioiitw. 



Suddei DispeiiRary ... 

450 

5,360 

5,810 

25-3 

32-9 



State Jail 

I’oliee and Military ... 

J25 


325 

10 


6 

h 


622 

622 

20- 1 

OD 

CP 

rl 


Dinhat.n DiRpcnFiary ... 

77 

1,463 

1,530 

27 

13-5 



Malbabhnng:a ditto 

75 

1,481 

1,556 

2-3 

113 



Meklinunj ditto 

C4 

2,456 

2,520 

2-4 

161 


Total... 

991 

11,372 

12,363 

427 

9 4 2 



Suddor DiKpensary ... 

State Jail 

Tolicc and Military ... 

513 

229 

7,080 

8,199 

229 

019 

25-3 

107 

447 

d 


019 

267 









OD 

H 


Dinhata DisjKjnsary ... 

8C 

1,579 

1 ,065 

.37 

11-9 



Mathabhanga ditto 

91 

1,318 

1,412 

3-3 

12-8 



Mekligiinj ditto 

72 

.3,319 

3,391 

21 

15-5 


Total ... 

994 

14,621 

15,515 

461 

HOG 


217. The report for 1877-78 showed an increase in number of patients 
treated over that of the preceding year of 3,372. A decrease of nearly the 
same amount is shewn for the year under report, which consequently approx- 
imates more nearly to the results of three years ago, than to those shown in 
the last report. I his bears out what Dr. Briscoe gave as* his opinion last year, 
that the increase in attendance was due more to the general unhealthiness 
of the year than to any increased popularity of the Dispensaries. There was, 
however, an apparent discrepancy of opinion between me and Dr, Briscoe last 
year. In my remarks in para 50 of last yearns report I stated that the year had 
been an exceptionally healthy one. But I was alluding exclusively to the 
absence of epidemics of cholera or small-pox, and these are not the dJi^ases 
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which swell the dispensary returns. The year was a bad one for fever and 
rheumatic complaints, while last year was a comparatively healthy* one in this 
respect, as will be seen from tlie subjoined statement, which is prepared this year 
in accordance with the form used in the Surgeon-Generars report to the Bengal 
Government. But against the decrease in the numbers treated at the dispen- 
saries must be set the fact that a special compounder of experience was employed 
solely to look after the coolies of the Public Works Department, and that no less 
than 1673 cases were treated by him, many of which would otherwise have found 
their way to the dispensaries. 



218. Malarious fever, ague and remittent, rheumatism, respiratory affections, 
dysentery and diarrhoea have been more prevalent this year at Mathabhanga 
than at either of the other sub-divisions. As usual more than half the goitre cases 
are treated at Mekligunj. 
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219. The following stjiteinciit shows the mortality amongst in-patients 
at the different dispensarres, and the diseases causing it. 

No. III. 


( 

Total No. of 
eases treRtod. 

Total No. of 
deaths. 

Percentn^'fi 
of doiitb of 
cases treated. 

Mnliirious fever aj^iie and remittent ... 

Cholera 

Bypliilitic affeetioms 

riitliisis 

Dropsy 

Resjnratory airectioiis 

Dysentery .. 

Diarrlin'a 

Other causes... 

1S9 

24 

20 

C 

86 

26 

64 

40 

130 

is 

0 

1 

2 

10 

6 

16 i 
DJ 

9 

6'S7 

20-0 

6-0 

8:V33 

27-27 

23-07 

2.')-0 

47-.') 

0-61 

Total ... ... 1 

Other diseases 

1 635 

I 131 

82 

i ‘ 

CO 

»h 

! 


(irand total 

666 

i 82 

1 

1 

12-3 


220, From the above table it appears that cliolera was more amenalde to 
treatnicnt than diarrhoea or dysentery. But it must l)e remembered thjit 
choleraic diarrhoea is shown as cholera, in accordance witli the views of the 
cholera commission, and also that patients attacked Avith cholera symptoms, it 
they resort to the dispensary at all, do so in the very earliest stages of the 
disease, while on the other liand they allow 8im]>le diarrhma or dysentery to run 
its course unchecked until their strength is too much exhausted to alloAV of their 
rallying. The percentage of deaths to cases treated is 3 i)er cent higher than 
last year, but still bears a favorable comparison with the results shown in most 
of the llengal districts. 

221. The following statement exhibits the rate per cent, of sex, and 
caste, treated at the dispensaries : — 


No. IV. 



Males. 

FcTnnles. 

Children. 

MnssTilmaiiB. 

Himloos. 

In-door patients ... 

90 

1 

7 

a 

24'17 

75*83 

Out-door patients 

81 

10-7 

8-3 

81'27 

68-78 


There is an increase of 1-3 per cent out-door and 1’8 per cent in-door, 
in the attendance of female patients. This ift contrary to the expectations 
formed by the Civil Surgeon who anticipated a large attendance of females on 
account of the better accommodation offered them in the new dispensary. Pro- 
bably however the greater privacy and comfort offered is not as yet widely known 
or appreciated. 

222. The expenditure of the Sudder and sub-divisional dispensaries is 
given in the annexed statement. 
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223. Sudder Difipemary.—l\\v. new buildiii" was occupied sliortly after tlie 
commencement of the year. It was described in last report. The Civil and 
Assistant Surgeon complain of the smallness of the dispensing room, and the 
Commissioner also, when he visited the dispensary, thought it too small, and 
directed a plan to be submitted for enlarging it. This can be done by building 
a new porch, and throwing the existing porch and the dispensary room into one. 
I fear however we must wait till next year for this as we have no room for it in 
the budget. A pwd well is much needed and has been sanctioned. 

224. The dispensary establishment cost Ks. 259 per mensem, and the total 
expenditure inclusiv e of diet and medicine is Its. 5,833-7-2 for the year under 
report against Ivs. 0,193-12-6 for that preceding. The saving is due to the fewer 
number of patients treated ; f()r the daily cost of dieting each patient was liigher 
than in the preceding year being 2 annas 0 pie against 2 annas 4 pic. The cost 
of treating each individual patient was one rupee, being 4 annas more than in the 
preceding year, owing to the same causes, as the fewer the patients the greater 
the individual cost. 

225. The sub-divisional dispensaries at Dinhata, Mathabhanga and Mekligunj 
have been described in former reports. No change has been made in the Native 
Doctors, and the buildings have been kept in a good state of repair. Particulars 
as to the number of patients treated at each dispensary will be found in 
statement No. ]., and the expenditure in statement No. \ . 

226. The average cost of dieting each sub-divisional in-door patient is 
1 anna 11 pie per diem. 

227. The officers in charge of tlie dispensaries arc permitted to sell 
medicines from the dispensary stock at 10 per cent, over cost price to all persons 
for whom they prescribe in their private practice, as medicines cannot be obtained 
elsewhere. During 1877-78 lis. 399 were credited to the Treasury on this 
account, but this year the amount has fallen to Rs. 98-5-9 only. The State 
officers have now the privilege of receiving medicine gratis, when prescribed for 
them by the medical officers of the State, which formerly they used to pay for. 
This is a boon allowed by the Bengal Government, whose lead we follow pretty 
closely, to all its officers, and this may account for the falling off. A private 
dispensary was however opened during the year by the Assistant- Surgeon on 
his own account, but when this was brought to my notice by the Civil Sur'^eon 
I promptly suppressed it, as I did not think that, as medical officer in charge of 
the sudder dispensary, the Assistant- Surgeon should have anything to do with 
the sale of medicine on his own account 

228 . JatZ— The following statement shows the sickness and mortality as 
compared with the daily strength for the past two years. 


No. VI. 


YEAH. 

Average 

daily 

strength. 

Pbib cent op btbenoth. 



AdmisBions. 

1 

DaathH, 

Dally Blok. 

1878-79 

221 

140 

312 

4’46 

1877-78 

231 

96 

212 

4'8 
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220. Tlie above Htalejneiit hIiows tluit tlie iljiily average KtreTigth is 7 \>vr 
cent, less than the preceding year, with an Increase of 4() per cent, in the admis- 
sions, and I per cent in the death rate. Fevers, dysentery, and diarrlioea, as 
usual, furnish the greatest number of admissions. Of 325 cases treated, 1 i of which 
remained from the previous year, 140 were from malarious fever, (ague anu 
reniittimt,) 46 from d}'sentery and 56 from diarrheea ; total 242. The total 
number of deaths is 7 viz.^ 1 remittent fever, 1 cholera, 2 dysentery, 1 colic, and 
2 from old age and general debility. 

ft 

230. Dr. Briscoe records the following remarks on the general state of 
health of the prisoners during the year. 

“ The general liealth of the Jail population has not been so good as during the 
“ preceding year. Whether the Jail wall had anytliing to do with it, or not, I can not sny 
“ at prcHcnt. The old bamboo chnekwar has lately been removed, and the air now circu- 
“ lutes moivi freely. The healtbiest months were January, February, and March ; daily 
“ average sick 0*8, 7'2 and 612 respectively. The most unhealthy were July, August, 
“ and September ; daily average sick 16*3, 13*9, and 13*8 respectively. Conservancy was 
“ strictly attended to, and the dry earth system carried out effectually. The drainage is 
“ good. Clothing and diet scales are the same as those in Government Jails. The food 
“ throughout the year was of good quality, well cooked and Bufficiently varied. Drinking 
“ water is brought as usual from the Sagurdighy tank.” 

231. Dr. Briscoe thinks that the space enclosed in three sides hy the 
nmsonry wall and on the fourth by the old bamboo ])alisade was too confined, and 
interfered with the free circulation of air, and that tliis may have lit'cn the cause 
of sickness. He does not anticipate that the wall wlien finislicd will be a cause 
of unheal thincss, the space enclosed being very considerable. 

232. Police and Military , — The following tabic gives the sickness and 
mortality for the past two years. 

No. VII. 



I'OLICK. 

Militauy. 

Prr cent of xtrengih. 

1 

Vr eeni of xtrrn^h. 


Daily 

nvonifu' 

strcnizlh. 

Admits- 1 
ftiuilB. 

1 

j Deal hs. 

Daily sick. 

Daily 

avcniirc 

strcnglh. 

Admis- 

sions. 

Deaths. 

Daily sick. 

1 

1878-79 

! 1 

280 

1 

125-7 

()-71 

40 

1 

139 

i 

172 

5 

1 

5'7 

1877-78 

280 

137 

4 

6-0 

142 

1C54 


95 




t 







233. Dr. Briscoe remarks. 


** Malarious fever, rheumatism, dysentery, diarrhoea, and spleen, are the principal 
** causes of aickness among both forces. The greater portion of the military are consi- 
*' derably older men than the generality of the police, and, being nearly aU up country men, 
‘‘they oan not stand the climate so well, although they are not so muoh exposed.” 
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234. Tlic followhi" statement shows the mortality from cholera and small-pox 
as derived from the returns of the Police ; which returns, however, I consider 
utterly untriis^tworthy. 

No. VIII. 


DISEASE. 

No. attacked. 

Cured. 

Died. 

IlEMARKS. 

Cliolem 

1,208 

250 

939 

14 remninpd under treatment at 
the end of the year. 

Smn]l-})ox ... 

38 

18 

__ 

8 

12 ditto ditto. 


235. Dr. Driscoe records the following remarks : — 

“ I have noticed that when intermittent fever and other common diseases are less 
prevalent than usual, cholera is sure to make its appearance ; and it generally occurs when 
“ the rain fall aft('r the cessation of the rainy season (from November to the latter end of 
“ March) is scanty, as, on that account, the water supply in many parts of the State 
bocomoB bad.” 


The rainfall from 1st November 1878 to the 3rd March 187!) was only 
0'58 inches. 


236. Cholera prevailed throughout the cold weather. 1 1 assumed an e[)idemic 
form at Toofanguiij in November, and in March in the Mathabhanga sub-divi- 
sion, besides being more or less prevalent in all parts of the State. Sijice tin; 
close of the year under re})ort it has committed terrible ravages. Chlorodyiu? 
and Cholera pills were freely supplied to all Police stations, and the native doctors 
and compounders were sent from time to time to treat patients in th(i parts most 
severely visited, but information of the appearance of the disease in any out of 
the way locality was rarely given until the disease had cx})ended its fury, and 
was disap})caring of itself. Dr. Briscoe says “ the fact is that the greater portion 
of deaths during an out-break occur before it is reported at the thana.” 


237. Witli reference to the recent flood Dr. Briscoe remarks that a reference 
to past reports shews that an exceptionally heavy rain-fall accompanied with 
floods adds to, rather than detracts from, the general healthiness of the year. But 
fte absence of the cold weather rains is always unhealthy, and a very dry cold 
season is almost sure to bring cholera in March or in April. 

238. Famnat/on. -The following statement shows the number vaccinated 
as compared with the preceding year. 

No. IX. 


Opebations done by. 

Total number vaccinated. 

Decrease. 


1878-79. 

1877-78. 

Paid vaccinators 

1 5,156 

7,193 

2,037 

Ex-inocnlators 

11,780 

12,366 

680 

Total 

16,892 

19,569 

2,667 


prev^us ” number vaccinated from the return of the 

year, w 1C was exceptionally high, The reasons given are that fewer 
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• 

hands were at work, some of the permanent staff having been disabled by sickness 
during part of the working season, and only 25 ex-inoculators having been at 
work against 29 of the previous year. It is not always possible to supply the 
places of these men at short notice, if they fall ill, or retire from work. 

Dr. Briscoe has personally verified 2,G45 cases in different parts of the State. 

239. Statement No. X shows the total number successful cases with 
the average number of operations performed by each man, and the ratio of suc- 
cessful cases to operations. 

No. X. 


CLASS. 

Avmigi' iimnbtT of 
oixTutions 

IH'rformisl by l•acll uiiin. 

Tolu] of BUCCL-Hcfnl cases. 

RATIO PER CENT. OF 8L:CCE.SSFUL CASES. 

In i)riiuary vaccinations. 

In secondary vaccinations 

lK78-7(». 

1 1S77-78, 

1K78-71), 

1 1B77-7H. 

(’aid VacciiiatorH 

lv\-in()(Milator8 


r),042 

11,045 

1 0.^5 

i):v2 

95-2 

1 

900 


240 . Dr. lirisco() considers the amount of work done satisfactory, but 
states that the men have; not worked so willingly tliis year, the field of their 
Operations being further from tludr homes, and that constant supervision has been 
]iecessary to keep them at their work. Tlie Native Suj)orinteiideiit was caught 
al)S(‘nt from his selected aia'a, having gone home without leave, and was fined. 

241. Statement No. XI gives the sex, caste and age of those vaccinated. 

No. XL 


ri:i{Cj:\TA(JK OP. 



242. The percentage of males and females is much the same as the 
preceding year. Mussulmans show a considerable increase, on account of the 
locality in which the work has been carried on. The percentage of infants 
is much improved. 

243. Regarding the vaccinating staff and the selected area Dr. Briscoe 
records the following observations : — 

„ . permanent vaccinating staff consists of one Native Superintendent and six vao- 
oinators. Twenty five trained ex-inoculntors have also worked during the year under 
y^ort. The vaccinating season began ns usual in October, but very little work was done 
‘ that month, owing to the Doorgah and other Poojahs taking place. Afterwards the work 


N 




[ 54 ] 

went on steadily and ended in Matfih* I thought it advisable to select Mokligunj Sub- 
“ division as a special ai*ea for the paid vaccinators, in oonsequenoe of Huldibari being a 
“ station of the N. B- State Eailway, and from whence nearly all the jute grown in the Sub- 
‘ ‘ division is now exported. At first many of the people were very unwilling to accept vaccina- 
“ tion, and had it not been for the assistance given by an old resident ex-inoculator, well known 
" at every village in that part of the State, named Kartick Dass, whoso sister is married 
“ to Nursing Das, one of our best vaccinators, the work would not have been so successful. 
“ It was also with great difficulty any lymph, or crusts could be obtained from the arms of 
“ the children operated on, as the parents were extremely averse to such a proceeding. 
“ The Superintendent reports that nearly all the Talooks in the Sub-division have been 
“ throughly protected, and what few remain will be done next cold season. Operations were 
also carried on, chielly by the cx-inoculators, in the Dinhata Sub-division, and at Tufaii- 
“ giin j. The customary fee of one pice charged for every successful ease done by the paid 
“ vaccinators has not been strictly enforced ; merely taken when willingly offered. The 
“ ex-iiiociilators (as mentioned in previous reports) receive no regular pay from the State ; 
“merely a bonus at the end of tlie season in proportion to the number of operations per- 
“ formed ; consequently the concentration scheme does not apply to them : they keep th(‘ 
“ Civil Surgeon and Native Superintendent informed as to where they are at work, submit 
“their returns regularly, and are very glad to have the work inspected.” 

244. Statement No. XII shows the cost ofeneb vaccimit ion. 

. No. XII. 



(\iHt of 

uuint mid Sn>iev- 1 

Intciidi'iit, 

&:c., 6iC. 

Ibmus to 
OK-ilUKIUlUtor:!. 

Total. | 

Ilcroi rod from 
persons VftCoiimUnl. 

1 

ExofSK of 

r.viM'iidjtiirt' 

ovi r rvci-'iiits. 

j ( 'list of I'lU'li 

Hint'ossful on.s»', 


lls. A. V. 

Rs. A. P. 

Rs. A. P. 

Rs. A. P. 

i!s. A. r. 

Rs. A. P. 

l,s7H-7‘> 

1,007 B 0 

‘.m 0 0 

1,857 H 0 

1 

77 0 0 j 

i 

1,280 8 0 

0 1 2 

1M77-7S 

08') 13 0 

370 0 0 

1,355 13 9 

I 

i 

B.s 4 0 

1,207 9 3 

e 1 i 


From the above it will be ol^served that there is a slight iruTeaso of 1 pic, in the 
vA)st of each ease, which is cine to the decrease in the iminber of operations, also 
to the cost of inspection being more, on account of tlie Work being dom* at a 
greater distance from the S udder station. 

245. Inoculation is still practised in the State, but not nearly so extorisivel y as 
formerly. The ex-inoculators who have taken to vaccination declare that it pays 
them ecpially well, and admit that the risk of 8|)readiiig the disease is tlierebv 
obviated. 

246. Thirty-eight cases of small-pox only are reported during the year, ol' 
which eighteen recovered, eight died, and twelve were under treatment at the 
close of the year, but, as I have said elsewhere, the mortuary returns submitted 
by the Police cannot be depended upon. 

247. Last year I mentioned that it would be a great thing for Coocb 
Behar if the main stream of the Torsa could be diverted this way. The last flood 
however has made me doubt the feasibility of this. The river is subject to sucli 
sudden rises that it might sweep away the whole town. I am afraid the town 
ot Oooch Behar and its suburbs must continue to be unhealthy, if its healthiness 
depends on the possession of a large river. 
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8BCTI0N XI;— EDUCATION. 

248. The following table shows the number and strength of afl schools in 
the State for the year under report and also for that preceding. 




1877-78. 



1878-76. 


('LARB OF INBTITUTIONR, 

Schools. 

Pupils, 

Average daily 
attendance. 

Schools. 

Pupils. 

(verago daily 
attendance. 

J . — Stnte Jmtiiutium. 

Class 

1 

101 

129 

1 

197 

130 

Vcniaouliir Class 

2 

8i)8 

200 

2 

400 

284 

Normal Scliools 

2 

75 

52 

2 

67 

35 


1 



1 



J 1 . — Primte Iristiliitions nndi'r ijrtcnts- 

hi -a id ttiiiyfnn. 







Miildlo (’lass Kii^Hisli 

3 

75 

51 

8 

79 

59 

.MiildU- V\‘rmii'ular 

1)3 

3,294 

2,718 

9? 

3,381 

2,8G5 

l,nw('r VV'nianilnr 

118 

3,457 

2,759 

121 

8,075 

2,796 

Niglit Si liools 

23 

i)HC, 

444 

25 

69G 

479 

(lirls Schools 

23 

421 

305 

38 

1 

1 455 

294 

jMiai'diot; 

1 



1 

1 

i 


1 1 1 . — I’ri rat f institutions rvceivinfi no 




1 

i 



allou anrr from the Sfate^ 




1 

1 

i 


Mkldh! Class English 

1 

19 

15 

2 

45 

27 

Middle Voruiu’idar 

•i! 

121 

80 

4 

1.58 

119 

Lower Vcninciilar 

i 

19 1 

408 

278 

30 

609 

475 

iiidigpiious Putshalas 

29 

287 

240 

20 

374 

346 

Night Schools 

10 

221 

108 

10 

289 

237 

(lirl’M Schools 

14 

139 

109 

10 

196 

151 

Muktabs 

•10 

180 

132 

10 

184 

92 

• 

Hoarding 




1 



Totai. 

860 

9,832 

7,762 

381 

10,706 

8,388 
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249. there is thus an mcrcase of 21 schools,— 9 aided and 12 private ; and 
933 pupils,^ with an improved average daily attendance of 636 students, as 
compared with the return of the last year. 

250. No new grants were sanctioned during the year to open out additional 
scliools. The increase of nine schools shown in the above return is due to the 
fact that an equivalent number of grants-iu-aid, sanctioned in the previous year, 
were not taken up until the year under repoit. 

251. The principle that the limit of State aid has been reached is now fully 

recognized by the officers of the Department, which is the surest road to its 
recognition by the people thianselves. The princlpl(‘. we are now acting on is to 
gradually withdraw aid from schools which have given proof of sufficient innate* 
vitality, and to use the grants so withdrawn to oi)en new schools in less favoured 
localities. Sometimes also, though rarely, aid is withdrawn on the ground of th(‘ 
obstinate neglect of the subscribers to pay their or to send their children 

regularly to school. 

252. The external evidence of progress aifordod by the test of exMiuiiiutions 
is even more satisfactory this year tliaii last. Cooch Ilehar passed five candidates 
at tlu' University Entrance examination against two of the previous year, 
and three of them were placed in the second division. Two of them won 
junior scholarships of the first grade. Four of oiir boys passed tlu^ minor 
scliolarship examination in competition with Assam against one of tin; previoijs 
year, and as many as 28 stud(*nts passed the vernacular scholarshi]) examination. 

253. At the general examination of Normal Schools two final sindmits 
competed, and both j)asscd. Three I>rahniins of Cooch IJehar won Sanscrit 
scholarships tenable at Nuddea for three years, and another ol>tain(*d the Tem[d(‘ 
Exhibition. At the Primary Scholarship examination 266 l)o}’s passtal. 

254. The Sui)Grintendent writes. The fear justly entertained last year 
“of a reaction on the |)athsalas, owing to the disappointment of a vast mimlM‘r 
‘‘of ((ualified Ciindidates to win Primary Scholurshi])s, which must necessiirily be 
“ of a limited number, has happily passed away, owing to tact and energy on the 
‘'])artot our Deputies, and patience on that of the |)eople.” Though never slow 
to sound the praises of his own department, Babu Kashi Kant Mukerjee has 
shown, I must admit, that he has good reason for doing ml 
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inteiident of schools. He had done very well and worked v^ery hard as Head 
Master, but he had failed to (jinilify for a de^a^ee, which was made the condition 
of his retaining his appointment. There were other and more unmediate reasons 
lor his removal which had their origin in family disagreemomts, and with which 
the Superintendent was indirectly connected. A quarrel arose between Habu 
Kashi Kant Mookerjea’s son, himself a student of the Jenkin’s School, and the 
officiating head master ; and the former was, I regret to say, sufficiently ill advised 
to be instrumental in causing a criminal charge to be laid against the latter, 
and a judicial enquiry took place, which resulted in nothing wdiatever being 
proved against the head Uiaster’s charaetcir. The son was removed from the school, 
and has left Cooch Ilehar, his father (‘of i(‘urring in the justice of this deciskwi. 
1 he unfortumite ])ul)licity attending this matter rendered it in my opinion 
undesirable that Ihibu Bhol)un Mohun Dutt’s connection with the school should 
continue, es]>ecially as several pupils had withdrawn their names : 1 therefore 
took advantage of his having failed to comply with the cc^nditions of his appoint- 
ment, to remove liim and send him hack, for the present at all events, to his old 
iipix/nitmcnt. I tqq)lied to Mr. Croft for a successor, and after a short time he 
sent me liahii Kaliiiiohiin Chovvdry who joined his appointment on 28th November, 
and ^v!JO is likely, so far as I can judge, to fill the post worthily. 

2()'). yormcil Schools . — The condition of the Normal and Traininir schools 
at llu! close of the yi'ar under review is suiiimarise 1 in the followins: table : — 



2G(). It will be observed that the number of gurus in the Training school 
is 24 only, agjiinst ^4 of the previous year. It was deemed advisable to reduce 
the number <jf sti[U‘nd holders owing to the stop[)age of fresh grants-in-aid, as 
otherwise many trained gurus would be turned out tor whom schools were 
not available. 45 .stipends only were made available against 50 for the previous 
year, so that there arc still 22 free students studjdng at tlieir own co.st j the total 
number of students in both schools being C7. 

267. The demand for Pundits during the year being considerable, most 
of the final students took up appointments, and tw'o only remained at the end 
of the year to compete at the general examination of Normal schools held by 
the Director of Public Instruction. Both passed, one of them taking the tenth 
place in the general list of merit, thus beating the first man from Dacca, who was 
placed sixteenth. , 

268- 7 he Guru Training jSfcAoo/.— The final examination of this school at 

Cooch Befaar was conducted by a pleader of my Court, Babu Kali Dbun Mukeijea, 
M,A., B.L., who has obtained honors in Sanskrit. Out of 15 stipend holders 12 
passed. ; Employment has been found for all of them, by means of ousting 
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untrained gur|:s, and tlie S'i[‘vyr '• vl -n: reports that many gurus time thrown out 
have entered the Training School to qualify themselves for re-employment. A 
more eatisfaetpry proof of the value of these schools than this it would be difficult 
to adduce. 


269. Middle class vernamlar model schools— The following table gives a 
synopsis of the statistics of these two schools. 



No. OK STUDKNT8. 


IlKlilOION OK 
STIDKNTH. 

Money acttully iifck.tvei) duhino thh 
Financial year, 

1 

Money actually spent dur- 
ing the year. 


On tlic roll on 
3Lst March. 

Average daily 

attendance. 

t 

C V 

Si 

sS 

Vernacular only. 

Hindoo, 

1 

o 1 
a 

S 1 

HtiiLe grant. 

Lftonl sourccH. 

Total. 

Sadder Model 

288 

194 

255 

[ 

228 

244 

44 

2,106 10 G 

602 8 0 

2,609 

2 

6 

2,609 2 6 















M c k 1 i n ] 

112 

90 

108 

112 

1)0 

22 

.-190 0 0 

90 0 0 

480 

0 

0 

480 0 0 

Model Seboul. 













Total 

4<K) 

284 

86:1 

4(H) 

.334 

(>6 

2,496 10 6 

692 8 0 

.3,089 

2 

6 

3,089 2 6 


‘ 270. The sudder model school exhibits a satisfactory increase in strength 

and average daily attendance. This is really the most popular and most useful 
school in the State. Eleven candidates from this school passed at the last 
vernacular scholarship examination. The Superintendent claims for this school 
that “with the exception of Ilurrisal, it is j)erhaps the largest and most successful 
mofussil model school in the Lower Provinces ot' Lengal.’' 

271. The Mekliguiij school docs not, 1 regret to say, show equal vitality. 
Its numbers have gone down greatly having sunk from 140 in March 1878 to 
88 in December last. With decreased numbers there has been also I fear a falling 
off in the quality of instruction imparted. The Superintendent attributes the 
decline of this school to the inadequacy of two Pundits to teach such a number of 
boys, and points out that in government schools one Pundit for every 25 boys is 
the mininum staff allowed. I have taken the matter up, and will, if’ necessary, 
arrange for an extra Pundit from general savings, as the school is an important one. 

272. The school at Balarampur, which is virtually a model school though 
classed under the head of grants-in-aid, has improved remarkably in strength 
during the year. Its roll call numbered 62 boys with an average daily attend- 
ance of 50.’ The school teaches up to the vernacular scholarship examination, and 
passed one boy during last session. This school was started and formerly sup- 
ported by the Nazir Deo of Balarampur, but as all his property was confiscated 
the charges of the school fell upon the State, which pays Rs. 20 monthly as 
teacher’s salary. 

273. Boarding school for Rcyguns, --ThQ nature and object of this institu- 
tion have been fully described in other reports. This year its numbers have 
fallen to 3G, the increased cost of provisions rendering it impossible to enter- 
tain a larger number from the sanctioned grants. I think however that the 
grant to this school should be increased. Formerly none but the poorest and 
most distant relatives of the Rajah’s family could be got to enter it. It was 
looked down upon by the nearer relatives and those of unquestioned legitimacy. 
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255. Income and expenditure . — The expenditure of the Department, under 
various heads, for the year 1.878-79, is shown in the following table. 


CLASS. 

Xnmber of institutions. | 

No. OF BTUDENTS. 

EXPENDITURE. 

Prom tho 

State. 

PaoM Local Rourokb. 

Total. 

0 M 
o “ 

h 

C 

d 

J;. 

sl 

|1 

Id 

5 

1 ^ 

From foes and 
Ones. 

From othor 
local Hourccfj. 

I. — State Imtitutions — 









lUghor School 

1 

197 

130 

174 

4,955 12 4 

986 10 0 

6 0 0 

5,948 G 4 

Middle Class Vernacular 

2 

400 

284 

363 

2,496 10 6 

592 8 0 


3,089 2 6 

Normal School 

2 

fi7 

3.5 

49 

3,742 10 6 



3 742 10 6 

Hoarding School 

1 




2,429 0 0 

8 0 0 


2,437 0 0 

II. — Pri vntt! Jnditiit ions 







vndn’ (rrnntn-in- 









aid Si/ntem — 









Middle Class English... 

3 

79 

59 

69 

792 0 0 

155 10 0 

921 9 0 

1,869 3 0 

Ditto Vernacular 

03 

3.381 

2,865 

3.178 

11,840 5 0 

1,964 5 0 

10,932 1 9 

23,736 0 0 

ImproTod I’atshalas or 

121 

3,G75 

2,796 

3,245 

6,625 8 0 

1,317 2 0 

5,108 2 0 

13,050 12 0 

Lower ClasK School. 









Night School 

2r» 

596 

479 

5G5 

1,242 0 0 

122 5 0 

180 15 0 

1,545 4 0 

Girls’ School 

33 

45.5 

294 

422 

2,435 6 0 


482 12 0 

2,918 2 0 

Hoarding School 

1 




24 0 0 


700 14 9 

724 14 0 

1 1 1 . — Prirafe In-d \tui iona 







recvii'uig m alioieanre 









Middle Class English... 

2 

45 

27 

33 


SI b 0 

287 8 0 

318 8 0 

Ditto Vernacular 

4 

158 

119 

148 


52 0 0 

270 0 0 

322 0 0 

Lower Class 

30 

GG9 

475 

032 


184 12 0 

572 12 0 

767 8 0 

PaUhalas or IndigiMious 

2G 

374 

345 

392 



1,257 0 0 

1,257 0 0 

School. 







Night School 

10 

289 

237 

196 



198 0 0 

198 0 0 

Girls’ School 

in 

196 

151 

184 



207 12 0 

207 12 0 

MuktAbs 

10 

1S4 

92 

196 



462 0 0 

462 0 0 

Hoarding T nstitution 

1 






209 15 0 

9AQ 1 n 

Rajah’s Library 





2,047 6 0 


111 u 

2,047 6 0 

Scbolarstiip 





4^337 9 0 


40 0 0 

4,377 9 0 

Diroction ^ 





7,964 0 0 



7 064. n 0 

Inspection 





3,366 13 0 



1 ,9\ra V V 

3 366 13 n 

Office Establishment 





1,236 9 0 



to U 

1 236 9 0 

Hiscellancous 

• 


• 


1,GG1 5 9 



1 661 fi 0 

Private Library and Heading 
Clubs. 






1,217 10 0 

1,217 10 0 

Total 

381 

10,765 

8,388 

9,929 

57,106 15 1 

5,414 0 4 

23,054 15 6 

85,666 2 7 


0 
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25G. Tlie MiroTcgato oxpendiftire of the Department for the year under 
review was Its. 8V)(r6-2-7, of which Its. 57,196-15-1 was contributed by the 
State and Its. 28,469-3-6 by the people ; against an aggregate expenditure of 
the previous year of Rs. 79,245-12, of which Rs. 53,849-1-6 was paid by the 
State and Rs. 25,396-10-6 by the public. Of the increased expenditure of 
Rs. 6 , 420 - 6-7 for the year, the State contributed Rs. 3,347-13-7 and the people 
Rs. 3,\)72-9. Of the increased State contribution Rs. 1,016-9-3 was chargeable 
to inspection, it haviiig been found necessary to appoint an additional Deputy 
SujK'rintcrident during the year. 

257. A comparison of ex])enditiirc with results shows that the State contri- 
^Imtion was Rs. 5-5 per inipil against Rs. 5-8, whereas the people’s contribution 

was Rs. 2-10-3 per jmpil against Rs. 2-8 of the previous year, showing 
increased expenditni-e by the public going hand in hand with the expansion of 
the Department ; and a proportionate riiduction, comj)ariiig outlay with results, 
in the cost to the State. 

258. There was a total saving of Rs. 7,192 on the budget estimates sanc- 
tioned for the }'ear, due to various causes, but principally to expenditure 
estimated for the Avhole year being incurred during a part of the year only. The 
Suj)(‘rint(mdent has asked for tliis sum to be regrant(‘d to the De])artment, as is 
sometimes done under the llengal (lovernment, but in view of the tightness of 
our tinances I cannot recommend this. 

259. The Siiperiutendcnt calculates for the ])ast }’ear that 2()’4 are at 
school out of evcTy 1,000 ot the po])idation. He points out that in my last year’s 
report 1 overstated the j)opulatioii in correcting his calculation, and that 
.Ur. Recket’s census giN es rlie number as 5,32,565 for the whole of Cooch Behar. 
But mjiny parts of Cooch Behar arc inhabited no^v which were then Jungle 
wastes, and though 1 may have been led last year to disagree with him by a 
clerical error, 1 am no means certain that liis j)resent estimate is not based on 
data ^^^hich are more; or less obsolete. But in any case the percentage of school 
going children for Cooch Behar is an exceedingly good one, all things considered. 

260. Illffher Class Education. — The fJenkin.s’ School. — The total number 
of students on the last clay of the year under report was 197, the largest number 
the school has ever had, being an increase of six on the |)revious year. Tbe 
gross expenditure on this school was Rs. 5,948-6-4, of which the State contri- 
buted Rs. 4,955-12-4; by far the largcT proportion. The fee receipts however 
shenv a satisfactory increase of Rs. 153-10 for the year. 

261. Tlie individual cost of each pupil ^vas higlier than the preceding year^ 
being Its. 2-4-6 against Rs. 2-1. But for the year again preceding the cost 
j)er head was 2-10 annas. 

262. Of the total number of pupils 184 were Hindus, against 13 Maho- 
modaiis. The Mahomedans of Cooch Behar mostly belong to the poorer classes, 
(‘xcopting a few well to do and respectable families who live near Huldibari in 
the perguimah of Rohirngunj on the west of the Tccsta. 

263. As above stated the school passed fiVe candiejates at the University y 
Entrance examination. The total number competing was fifteen. 

264. Babu Bhubun Mohun Dutt, who was appointed Officiating Head Master 
last year, and about whom I expressed myself favorably in para. 245 of last yearns 
report, has during the year reverted to his substantive post of Deputy Super- 
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• 

But now there are many more applicants for admission that we can afford to 
accept. It is no longer thought degrading to a Rajgun to be born^ on its rolls. 
Rai Upendra Nath Saheb Bahadoor, the tehsildar of Alipur, who was decorated 
for his services in the mutiny, and who is a not very distant relative of the 
Rajah’s family, has sent his son there, paying all expenses of course. We had to 
refuse 24 applications during the year under report, and in the ])re(^ious ycnir 
viO were refused. This school is the only channel through which we can diffuse* 
some sort of education among the nuniliers of poor and ignorant reilatives wtui 
arc the bane of tlie reigning family ; and as we cannot eliminate these Rjijgmi>, 
the next best thing undoubtedly is to educate* them as far as possible. 

274. The following table wiiichhas Ijcen very carefully prepared gives some 
intercistlng statistics regarding Sudder and State schools. 
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275. GranU-in-aid , — The numlior and classification of these scho(4s, 
together with the return of attendance and expenditure from all sources i^ 
summarized in tlie following table. 


I No. OF rri’ii.ti. i j Exim:ni>ih iu:. 


State Cnuit, LcK'al Total. 


792 0 0 1,077 9 0 1.8C.9 9 

11,840 6 0 12,8% (J U 124.7%, II it 

(>,825 8 0 G,425 4 0 13.050 12 0 

1,242 0 0 303 4 0 1,545 4 0 

2,435 6 0 482 12 0 2.918 2 0 

22,935 3 0 21,184 13 9 44,120 0 9 



276. The schools under this system have increased during the year under 
report from 266 to 275 ; then* pupils from 7,833 to 8,186 ; and the average 
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daily attendance from 6,277 to 6,463. While the State has contributed 
Rb. 22,936-3, the people have furniahed Rb. 21, 184-18-9 j being an increase of* 
Rs! 1,180-11 to the State, and Rs. 1,861-1-9 to the people, over the expenditure 
of the previous year. The contribution of the people includes sums due 
for tbe jirevious year, which were not then realized. 

-277. Owing to financial restrictions, not a single grant was made during the 
year iiiidcr review. The increase in tbe number of schools and State expenditure 
is therefore otting to grants sanctioned during the last year which were m>t 
utilized, or but '"partially so, before the commencement of the year under 
rcjiort. 

278. Mkhlle clas,^ Lnglwh.—Tho folloAvin^r talile exliiUitis the ^^eiienil condi- 
tion ot‘ these seliools. 
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27{). There lire five of tliis cla.ss aituinst iimr of tlie previous year, lint the 
Mekliguiij Ennrllsh ni^ht school, which is entirely self snjiportin;!!-, can hiirdly he 
properly tcn’ined m school, liein^r aij ussociution of ^rown up |)ersons wlio, tfoin 
ji desire to learn En/tlLsh, have subscrilicd to ]>ay a inuster, and ineet f«>r a fevv 
hours at night for the purpose of receiving instruction from him, the duties of 
tlieir various callings leaving them no time for study during the day. 

280. At the last minor scholarship examination, in competition with 
Assam, tour of our candidates passed against one of the jircvious }’ear, and one of 
them, a member of the family of the late Bykant Cl] under Mustafec the founder 
and endower of the Gobracharra school, occupied the first place on the list of 
about 300 successful candidates. • 


281. The Jotedars of the western portion of the State, mostly Mahomedaiis. 
have come forward greatly to their credit with a liberal monthly subscription to 
raise the Mekligunj middle into a higher class school. 


scholarships.—Uhe encouragement held out to Sanscrit scholar- 
ship m the Raj mduced the Brahmins of Baneswar to open a tofo during the 
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year under review, feo that cn the 31 st March last there Were four against three 
Sanscrit toles of the previous year. , 

283. At the last Sanscrit scholarship examination seven candidates 
a|)peured, of whom four passed ; three obtained State scholarships, tenable for 
three }'ears, and one the Temple scholarHliij), founded by Babu Bykanta Chandra 
^1 list alee, and tenable for one ^ ear. 

284. M iddle cl a.^s verimeular schools, — There are 93 schools 'of this class 
jiL'iiinst an erpiul nurnber ol' the jrevious year, with a roll call of 3,381, and an 
;iv(‘r!ige daily attendance of 2,865 against 3,294 and 2,718 res[)ectively of the 
])r(‘viou8 year. 

285. At the last vernacular scholarship examination 28 of our boys passed 
against 29 of the ])r(‘vion8 year. Tlie Sn])eriiitendent informs me that the 
Assam standard for this examination is higher than that of Bengal, and tliat he 
is (juite vilTnig to run his next year ctmdidates in competition with tlie liaishye 
circle if it can he arranged. It may be too late to arrange for tlie Cooch Behar 
p.i])ers going to liajshye tliis year, as the cnrricnlnm may be different, but I 
tliiiik it Avould be satisfactory to try, as soon as ])racticable, how our lK)ys come 
out in tbe examination of the division to which the State is attached. The 
examination s at ('orndi luhar are condiieted in the presence of one or other of the 
higher Stat(‘ oflicials, who take it in turn to mount guard, and thus every 
jn’eeaiition is taken against th(j ja)ssibility of the candidates receiving assistance 
of any description, or making use of jnipers or hooks of re 11 * 1 * 01100 . 

286. Prluuiri/ KduMtlon. — Tin* total number of Primary Schools of all 
classes, and of the j)nj)ils reading in them is sliown in the following table; — 
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287. The public test of the efficiency of these schools is the Primary 
scholarship examination, Tlie annexed table shows the results of this examina- 
tion for the year under review. 
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288. Dinliatii wns ii centre of examination this year for the first time, 
to suit the coiiv(;nience of candidates. Jt will he observed that out ot a total oi 
28i) l)oy candidates 2(10 passed. Of the 12 ‘iirl candidates G passed. Jhe pro)>or- 
tion of Hindus to Mahomedans is fairly borne out. 

281). For all this number of rpialilied scholars oidy 4t) scholarships wefe 
available. This h*d to my sugo’estinn^ to tlie SujHTintcndent that tlie standard 
of ddlieulty might be raised in future examinations ; but he pointed out that our 
standard was already a higlier one tlian that usual in llengal ; and that to raise 
it still further would be iiijiirions, as it would lead to tin; gurus giving an 
undiK' amount of attention to picked candidat(‘s. and neglecting tlie lowi-r cla.s.ses 
of th(‘ir })athsalas. In this I think he is probably right. 


21)0. The following table gives tlie caste and social status of the lOiirimary 
scholars to whom scholarships were awarded this year. 
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1 he scholarshi[).s are aw arded in order of merit, with this reservation, that one 
1 1 1 .ire specially set ajiart lor candidates for the more backward parts of the State. 


I ”11’ increased in number by 2 during the year there 

•enig .0 aided, against 2d of the [irevious year. The un-aided night schools are 

ni num ler, as last )'ear, but shew a slight improvement in strength and 
average attendance. o » o 


nunil!^*! 1 were 49 Girls’ schools, with a roll call of 651 

under If T attendance of 445, on the closing day of the year 

por , against 43 schools and 560 girls, with an average daily attendance 
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303. Fo8t office at Euldibari. — This building is 24' % 38'. It has been 
constructed of bamboos with sAl posts and mud floor. There are two out offices 
(one cook house and one runner’s house) attached. The former is 16' x 8', 
and the latter 36' x 12', constructed of the same style as the main building. 

A portion of the compound has l)een enclosed and made suitable for the 
Aridar of the Postmaster. The total cost was Ps 616. 

301. B(md Master's house. — This house was built in tlje town as a 
residence for Mr. Schoeneman ; l>ut was nevcu- occupied by him, as he preferred 
living in the Commissioner’s old Cutcherry Avhich is now in disuse. It is a 
small and neat thatched bungalow with two rooms, and bath room and closet, 
and has two out houses. It will come in useful if Ave have any more contractors 
here, and we can charge them rent for it. OtherAvise it can be sold. It cost 
altogether Its 673. It was in this house that Mr. Paterson was accommodated 
during his illness, and in it that he died. 

Repaius. 

305. Depulj/ Commissioner's Bungaloic, — New thatching has been done 
in addition to otli(‘r necessary repairs. One ucav house has been erected for 
tli(‘ syces; new thatcliing to the stable, and ne(‘(‘ssary repairs to other 
out -bouses. 

Tlie fact that all the State stables are at present attached to this liungalow 
riUKhu' the annual repairs necessarily more extensive. 

306. Most of the bungaloAvs aud out offices in tlic Nilcoti needed 
iKUV thatching, and some Avere seriously damaged by a storm during the year. 
The Avork done hoAvever does not need special notice. 

307. Xormal aud Guru Trainini) school. — New thatching has bei‘n 
done and ucav matwalls provided to the former. 

308. Neic Central building and wings. — The cornices and mouldings of 
the ceutiul building Avere considerably damaged l)y the heavy rain which set in 
before the plaster had had time to harden thoioughly, and repail's aati'c necessary. 

I thought, hoAA’eA"er,*thc cement and plaster Avork in the porch and ornamental 
portion of this building Avere of inferior quality, aud I liaA^e taken the Superin- 
tendent to tiisk about it. The fact is tliat ivally first class and thoroughly 
durable plasttu'ing and ornamental AAmrk cannot be done at the rates liithcrto 
shown in our estimates. The west wing or old part of tliis building has had a 
new cement floor laid down, 

309. AutU Khana^ or JDhurmmla. — There are six houses in this Dhurm- 
sala, and all have undergone thorough repair during the year. 

310. Sub-ditiisioml BniMinga. — Bepaii's liave been executed to all three 
Sub-divisional officers* houses ; which are State property. 

Most of the Sub-divisional houses have stood in need of new thatching, 
which has been done. A new out office to the Dispensan*, and a new ward in 
the locknip have been constructed at Mathabanga. 

311. Eupees 10,180 was provided in the budget under the head of repairs, 
and Si. 9,890 have been eii)endcd during the yew. 
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Town Improvement. 


312 The nature of the Cooch Behar town, and the plans adopted for its 
improvement have been fully described in previous reports. The works done 
during the year are as follows ; 

313. Tank in the block to the east of Sagordiggy.—T\\i& was completed 
last year without turfing on the slopes and banks which has been done during 
the year. Bs *2,027 of the cost Avcre however paid or adjusted during the year 
under report. 

311. This tank is 300' x 380' including the portions 

enlarged. It has l)een deepened about 13 feet in average, and the earth used 
in filling up a large number of holes uitliin 1,000 feet lead from the centre 
of the "tank on three sides. The fourth side is open gi*ound. Tlie (‘ompound 
of the new dispensary has also been raised about a foot, with the earth tak(‘n 
from the tank. This tank has been pumped out by a centrifugal puni]) worked 
l)y the engine recently purchased. 

315. The above work, which is most important and benofioial, is still 
going on, and will probably be another year in completion. It will i)ro]>ably 
be necessary to enlarge the tank still more to tliesouth, soas to obtain sutllcdeiit 
(\arth for filiiiig all the obnoxious boles and cesspools within tin* distance of 
1,000 feet, as above specified. AVhen completed it will, as is esiimat(‘d, cost 
over Rs. 18,000. As avc cannot devote the vhole of tIu^ annual giant for 
town imjirovement to one quarter exclusively it is necessary to sprcful tlu* 
Avork over two or three yeai-s. The amount expended on it during the year 
under report Avas Rs. G,338. 

310. The digging of three other tanks; r/z., one old tank near the 
lhi ;!i:id:ir, a noAV one in tlie block to the cast of the Laldiggy, and another new 
one to the south of the Eoujchala road, has been commeiuaxl dunng tlie year, and 
continued until the setting in of the rains, but none of tlieih have lieen completed. 
On th(i above three tanks, and on the comjih'tioii of the roads commencxMl 
in the previous year, and in other petty works, Rs. 2,708 Averc expended 
during the year. 

317. A masonry well AA^as constimctcd in the Nilcoti, Avhich Sa'HS atfv 
badly off for drinking Avater, at a cost of R. 589. 

318. Out of 22 masonry culverts estimated for, 11 have been constructed 
during the year. 


310. Metalling Town Roads . — Three roads were taken in band during 
the year, of which one from the North East corner of the Sagordiggy t-o the 
mam road that runs from the Palace to the Nilcoti, and another W the 
bouth-east corner of the same tank to the Jail, have been completed. The 
third from the Jail to the Maharani’s, or main road, is in progress. 
Piovision for the completion of this, and for another rood in the Nilcoti, and 
one in the town, has been made in the budget for the* current year. 

lino trick work, or small wooden culverts, cast iron pipes have 

ton .uteftated to . smtOl „t«nt in the Sngortiggy „d the NM, 

321. The budget allotment under this head was lU 41 188 and the 
annual expenditure Rs. 28,496. 
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of 414 of the preceding year ; showing an increase of 6 schools, and 91 girls ; and 
an increased daily attendance of 31, as shown in the subjoined table. • 
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Girls’ Schools 

33 

4nr) 

294 

283 

172 

455 

2,4.35 C 0 

482 12 0 

2,918 2 0 

2.918 2 0 

Unaided. 
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Girls' Schools 

IG 

IDG 

m 

109 

87 

19G 


207 12 0 

207 12 0 

207 12 0 

Total 

49 

Gol 

445 

392 

259 

1 

G51 

1 

{2,435 r> 0 

1 

690 8 0 

i 

13,125 14 0 

3.12.5 14 0 


In 1872 the number of girls schools in the State was 15, and of the pupils therein 
231). At present there are 41) schools Avith 051 jnipils. 

203. Last y(;ar two girls competed successfully for |>rimary seholar- 
shij)s, and tAvo Avere awarded to them from the general number available. 1 
hear that these tAvo girls are likely to appear at the next vernacular scholarship 
examination. This year tAvelve girls entered to com])ete, but two Avere pre- 
vented ])y illness. Often actual com|>etitors six ])assed. Next year I think a 
few special scholar8hii)s imiy be awarded to girls. This AA'as recommended 
last year, but lias not yet been seriously considered. The Lieutenant-Ciovern<n' 
in his Kesolution on the Animal lieport expressed himself as averse to hasten- 
ing on jireinaturely Avhat aj)[)cared a natural and spontaneous indination 
toAvards [irogress hi this direction. 

294. School Book Societi/, — The number of books sold during the 3 'ear Avas 
10,087, and tlie value Avas Us. 5,21)0 against 15,331 and Us. 4,175 respectively 
I’or the previous year. The soei’ety lias thus maintained its visefulness, and 
slightly extended its operations. There are seven agents at Avork, the same 
number as last year. 

295. The following table shoAvs the Avork done by the Deputy Superhiteu- 
dent in each circle. 
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NAME OF THE DEPUTY SUPER. 
INTEND ENTS OF SCHOOLS. 

Circle. 

[ Numlvcr of 
seliools under 
ins|>cction. 

1 

M2 

e;s i g's? 
•1- = ^ 

Amount of 
travelling drawn. 

Remarks. 






Rs. A. 

p. i 


Babti Bliuban Moban Datta ... 

Enstcni 

} 1 

122 

809 

1 237 4 

Q 1 There are 15 

„ Peary Mohan Dutto, Siib- 

Ditto 

187 

1,017 

m 11 

0 

h under the 

Deputy supdt. of schools 
offg. for eight irioutbs? 

• 




control of the 
ti«peTlnt<»nileiu 
of Education. 



„ ProHuua Chundra Mookerjee 

Southern 

1 184 

802 

1,648 

890 13 

0 


„ Basanta Kumar Ben ofllcia- 

Ditto 

ai 

208 

52 U 

0 


tiiigfor a month and ball. 








M Navakumar Chakraverti for 

Western 

) 

' 16 

116 

.29 0 

0 


A month. 


1S2 






BlingabatU Cbaran Banerjen 

Ditto 

\ 

288 

1,980 

508 1 

0 

1 

Total 


'866 

945 

5,728 

1,413 18 

0 
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296. The Deputy Superintendents are all well spoken of by their superior 
officer, as active and hard working, and from what 1 have seen of them I can endorse 
his opinion. The year has been a very trying one : sickness and scarcity are 
sworn enemies to education, and it has only been by constant encouragement and 
supervision that the prim.ary schools have been kept from suffering severely from 
the effects of cholera, floods, and bad harvests, which, as it is, have told severely 
upon some of them. 

297. Bu': 1 fed bound to say tliat in my o])inion the very great success which 
has attended the efl'orts of tlie Kducationul Department in Gooch Bchar during 
the past nine yeaivs is mainly tluc to the untiring assiauity displayed in its in- 
terest by the Sup* iMiirii'h iii Ihibu Ivashi Kant .Mukeijea. 


SECTION Xir.-rUIILIC WOIIKS DEPAIITMENTS. 

208. The report on the working of those two departments for the ]>ast 
official year Avill necessarily be somewhat mon* ni(‘agi‘e than those for tlu* two 
years jireceding it. The year has been one of progress, r(‘eonstrnetion, or repair, 
and exeept a bridge or two, no new original works of im[)orlane(‘ have bf'en nn- 
dertaken. The full rc‘j)orl alr(*ady sul)mitted on the damag(‘s eansed by tli(‘ flood 
renders it nnnceessary to swell tlie annual r<‘i)ort Avitli any lengthy notice of the 
disaster; while, under the head of Extraordinary rnldie AVenks, the fact that 
Messrs. Geneste and Smallwood have determined to rtvtin’ th(' question oF their 
diilereiiocs with us to tlie arhitration of a Coin*t of Law nmders it nn(li*sirahl(‘ 
to say more uj)on the subject here than is ahsolutely neeessary. 

290. A separate special report on the working of tlie Artizans School is 
apjicnded, as desired hy the Lieutenant Governor in his llesolution on last year’s 
i*('port. 

runuc WORKS ordinahy. 


800. The total allotment for the year under review was Ks 2,17,900, of 
whieh lls. 50,000 was sanctioned in a ' q-; ' budget in consequenei* 

of flood damages. The total outlay was Ife 1,85,258. Out of an amount 
of Es 25,000 provided for the Central Emigration lload, in Julpigoree, which 
is under the Deputy Commissioner of that district, and witli whieh our officers 
have nothing to do, Rs. 10,000 only were remitted during the year. It was in 
ray oi)imon a mistake providing the money for this road in om* Public M orks 
budget. It is not a State work, and as we have no control over the expen- 
diture it cannot be adjusted in the Audit office. We have hitherto received no 
account of the manner in which the sums remitted on account of this road 

have been expended, and they are stiU held as advances recoverable in our 
accounts. 


301. Tlifi works executed during the year are described and classified 

as tollows : — 

» 

Civil BviLnuiQS.—^fOrigmcd.) 

to ’’5' ««> 

wiw f” 26 flowed, .p** 

fi 10 Ml ■ ““P ““Pbtod at . coTof 
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322. Repairs to town Roads , — Beside the above, necessary repairs have 
been executed to the roads and existing bridges and culverts ; and one of the 
wings of the masonry culvert in the Nilcoti that was damage^ by the flood 
has been renewed. The road that runs from the Jail to the main road has been 
partly raised. 

323. The total cost under this head was Es. 2,488 against Rs. 2,600 
provided in the budget. 


Communication. 

324. There are at present 223 miles of road under thePublic Works 
Department of Cooch Beliar, of which 72 miles were constructed during 
the year preceding that under report. 

325. The various lines of road, with their respective length, are enumera- 
ted as follows : — 


Emigration Road west of Cooch Behar ... 

... 43 miles. 

Ditto ditto east of Cooch Behar or Dhubri Hoad 

19 

do. 

Rungpore Road ... 

22 

do. 

Buxa Road 

12 

do. 

Bowtoe Road 

4 

do. 

Falacotta Road ... 

C 

do. 

Lowkooty Road including a branch to Falimari 

26 

do. 

Cross Road from Dinhata to Meckligunj 

40 

do. 

Ditto ditto from Mathabhanga to Shitulkoochi 

12 

do. 

Ditto ditto from Cooch Behar to Gossainmari 

14 

do. 

Kali ghat Road ... 

2 

do. 

Poorbabhag Road 

12 

do. 

Shitie Road 

C 

do. 

Sagordiggy Road 

3 

do. 

Village Road from the town to Godum ... 

2 

do. 

Total 

... 223 

do. 


326. No new ^ads have been opened or commenced during the past year. 
Tlie damages caused by the flood gave us quite enough employment for all 
the lal)our that we could command ; apart from financial considerations. 
Besides, the roads already existing arc sufficient for the existing exigencies of 
traffic, and though additional facilities of communication here and there may 
create additional traffic, our resources are not sufficiently elastic to admit of 
large expenditure, which though remotely productive, and undoubtedly bene- 
ficial to the people, cannot add a rupee to the revenue for some time to come. 
The road wliich it is now most desirable to take in hand, raise, and bridge 
is the old fair weather road brandling off from the emigration road about two 
miles west of Cooch Behar, and connecting it with Falacotta and those parts 
of the State lying along the western portion of the boundary between the State 
and the Julpigoree Dooars. This will however be a very expensive work, as the 
line lies through a great deal of low land, and is crossed by many water 
courses. 

827. Two large and important bridges have been completed during the 
year. The first of these, which is over the Dhurla river, near Patgram, on the 

B 
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piiikiation vr^d ami in Biitisli l.-riitovy, is tlia largest pile bridge as yet con- 
stnided in Cooidi Beliar. It is 380 feet long, eonstrueted with 19 openings of 
20 feet span in eaeli. This bridge is a great boon to eartmen trafficking 
between .('ooeii Bidiar and Huldibari. Its total cost was Ks 10,383. The other 
brid"'(' over tlie Glmrgburrea river on the Lowkoti Road is 200 feet long. It 
is om‘ of three large inidges jirojeeted for this road. The other two, over the 
Deeiio and Goddadlinr liinis were not eoninienecd during the year, owing to 


saiictinii not Ix'ing r('((‘i\x'(l in time to allow 
sotiini;’ in of tlie mins. 


of jiiles lieing di‘iven before tlie 


328. Lowkoti Tills road was eompletcd last year. The new earth 

work liaAdn" sutferod considerably from the flood, repairs bad to be executed. It 
was also tlionglit advisable to increase the number of bridges, and accordingly 
two new ones one of 60 feet in length and one of 14 feet were constructed in 
the 12th and 4th mile respectively, and one of 30 leet, between the Gur- 
ghurrea and Kaljanee rivers, enlarged to 60 feet. It was found possible to do all 
tliis out of savings on the original estimate for the road, so that the amount 
provided in the su})plementary budget for special repairs was not dmwn upon, 
('xcept to a trifling extent for earth work. 


320. Cross lload from Bwhaia to 3IekU(juiij .—'Yhk road which was 
cornidetcd in the preceding year, except tuiding, was seriously damaged by the 
flood in the jiortion between the rivers Dhiirla and Singimari. But it being 
a new road the accounts had not been finally adjusted, and it was found iiossi- 
bl(‘ to repair all damage's out of what would otherwise have been savings on 
estimate. No provision was therefore made in the supplementary estimate 
submitted on account of damages to this road, though they were of coume 
alludiHl to in the report. Besides repair of earth work (fee. two noAV bridges 
Aveu’e constructed for increased Avateiway ; one of 50 feet and the other of 
20 feet. 


330. Cross Load from Mathahhanga to Siinlkoochu — This road was also 
completed during the year before last, except turfing, which Avas done last year. 
Th(^ road suffered seveiiy from over flocding. Throe bridges that were Avashed 
away have been renoAved. Provision for increased Avateiway Avas made in the 
s[)ecial estimate, and materials AA'ere collected for iicav bridging Avhich Avill be 
done tliis year. 

331. Cross Load fwm Cooch Behar to Oossainmari . — This road has 
lieen entirely completed during the year under report, with a bridge of 35 feet 
span on the roadway near Gossainimari. A portion of the first section AA^as 
seriously damaged by the flood, and the cost of the special repairs w^as estima- 
ted for. They are not yet completed. 

332. Bowti The embankment of this road waa not damaged. 

One bridge, the approach of which was cut away, has been sufficiently enlarged, 
and the enlargement of the one over Boora Torsa below the dftk bungalow 
has been taken in hand. 


333. Falaeotta Eoad.—The earth work eslimated for haa been completed, 
and the damages caused by the flood repaired. 

334 The amount provided in the original budget under the head of 
construction of roads and bridges was ft 80,900 ; of this ft 44 010 only 
were expended owing principaUy to the non-construction of three bridges 
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estimatiid for; viz. over the Boora Teenta, De(‘po, and God/ladliur rivers. 
Besides the above amount 50,000 were sanctioned out of the amount 
estimated for repairs to flood damaj^os for the expenditure of t^ie year under 
review. Of this amount fis. 39,195 Avere expended, so that the total expen- 
diture on construction was fis. 83,805, not so very much in excess of the 
original estimate in spite of the flood. But then the three bridges abovemen- 
tioned are expensive ones. 

335. Ordinary Repain. — The usual surface repail’s to all i-oads were 
of course executed, and a few small bridges and culverts hav5 been renewed. 
The wideth of the Buxa road was enlarged without tuiding in the previous 
year, and it was turfed last year. ife. 15,184 was the amount sanctioned 
under this head, and B*. 14,699 were expended. 

336. The difiiculty of keeping our roads in decent repair during the rains, 
when the ground is wet and sloshy, is greatly enhanced by the impossiblity of 
procuring sufficient labour. All the labour employed by the Public Works 
Department is, as you are aware, imported, and the coolies return before the 
rains to their homes, with a very few exceptions. I have a scheme for obtaining lo- 
cal labour through the jotedars ; paying liberally for Avork done, but making it 
compulsory on them to provide workmen from time to time in small numbers 
for the filling in of ruts before they become very bad ; but I do not yet know 
how my plan will ansAver. The men would of course work under an overseer 
of the department, and Avould only be asked to work on roads within a mile 
or two of their homesteads. In this way I Avould utilize the working population 
along the line of road in such petty repairs as Avould suffice to keep each road 
in fair order, and the AA’ork to be done in the cold weather Avhen the annual 
influx of labourers commences would be proportionately less, 

337. Rlantationa.-^l regret to say that the experimental teak plantations 
in the State may noAV be looked upon as a complete faUiu’c. They do not 
seem to grow an inch, Sissoo is the AA^ood wliich flourishes best here of 
those I have seen ; at least of fast groAving trees. Stil does fairly well in 
places, but does not flourish as in the forests of the Terai. 

338. A good deal has been done in the Avay of plantation during the year ; 
principally in providing for future avenues along the lines of road. 

• 

339. One thousand young s&l trees Imre liecn brought from the Bhootau 
forests and planted in the Nilcoti ; it remains to be seen whether they will 
prove a success or not. 800 young Sissoo trees have also been planted near 
the Stock Yard. 

340. A number of trees Imve been planted of different sorts, as a con- 
tinuation of the old avenue on the Rungjjore road. About a mile and a half 
of the emigration road has also l)een lined with young trees, in extension of the 
existing avenue immediately west of Cooch Behar. Existing plantations have 
been maintained. 

841. The budget, allotmeitt under this head was Bs. 3,000, and the expen- 
diture Bi. 2,296. 

842. Babu Oobind Ghunder Boy, Superintendent of Works has eontinued 
throughout the year to merit approbation for the efficient discharge of his 
duties. 
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rilRLIO WOUKM KXTIIAORDINAHV. 

343. During the past year comparatively little has been done in this 
department. fThree buildings only have been in course of construction, of 
which two viz., the Eaoquet Court and Swimming Bath were completed but 
not paid for in full, OAving to non-adjustment of accounts, and want of sanction 
for increased expenditure. Tlie third, the Jenkins School, was commenced in 
April and completed up to pliuth level, after Avhich nothing further was done 
until January, when work Avas again commenced and continued, though but 
slowly, throughout the I’cmainder of the year. 

344. The state of Mr. Cane’s health having necessitated a sea voyage, he 
was permitted to proceed to Australia at the commencement of the year under 
report, lie returned to Cooch Bchar in June. During his absence Babu 
Gobind Chunder Boy was in nominal charge of the department, but most of the 
actual work was done by Mr, Eobins the Clerk of Works, who had then been 
too recently appointed to enable us to judge of his qualifications for indepen- 
dent charge. 

345. After rejoining in June Mr. Cane continued in charge until Sep- 
tember, when he was ordered to Darjeeling, and made over charge of the 
department to Mr. Eobins, who has since held it. 

346. Although little has been done in the way of actual building, the 
amount of work performed in the Architect’s office under Mr. Eobins’ super- 
vision has been considerable. Eevised estimates for the Jenkins and Normal 
schools, and for the Eacquet Court and Swimming Bath have been prepared. 
An estimate and plans have been drawn out for the construction of the North 
Wing of the Palace as designed by Major Mant, with certain alterations to 
render it suitable to form by itself a residence for the Eajah and Eani ; and 
in the way of out of door labour a quantity of bricks, nearly 18 lacs, have been 
burnt, scarcely if at all inferior to Messrs. Geneste and SmallAvood’s best. 

347. The following extracts from Mr. Eobins’ report regarding the Jenkins 
School, Swimming Bath, and Eacquet Court are given verbatim : — 

“The progress made in erecting the three buildings, Bath, Racquet Court and 
“Jenkins’ school is as ioUo'WB. 


“ The Piacquet Court was completed in December last, at the cost of Rs. 17,691 which 
“ is an excess over original estimate of Ra. 4,310, and was (with the exception of an item 
for Rs. 318 caused by necessary increase in height of building incidental to relieving 
arches being turned over first floor openings, and one or two trifling sums for objects 
such as marking out, playing lines, coloring floor of court &c.) entirely owing to the 
estimator having omitted to put in the ornamental portions of building, and also having 
“ greatly under-estimated the cost of cement work. 


“ The Racquet Court is now ready to be handed over to the Public Works Ordinary. 

^ “ The Swimming Bath is also finished, and it too has exceeded in cost the original 

^ estimate (which was including contingencies Rs. 30,042) by Rs. 17,066. This heavy 
^ excess was made up in the same way as that of the Rtequot Coqrt by omissions in esti- 
^ ma e, an a so, as m the case of the Well and Gearing house, by an absolutely necessary 

increase m materials to make the works effective. It was found in this instance that 

‘ rncte^ «fThV tie pump pigtons if the parapet of weU wag oons- 
.onginaUy deeigned, the consequence of thie wag that the well 

plinth of Mill honge with it as the shafting 
connecting the two must be perfectly horizontal, and at the game level. 
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“ The well has unfortunately turned out a failure owing to the continual rush of 
sand choking up the spring ; dredging was resorted to but had to be abandoned, as it was 
“ found that the sand was coming away from under the Mill house (the near wall of which 
“ is only one foot from parapet of well) and that it (the Mill house) was settling to one 
side. The superstructure of Mill house it is true might have been taken down, and the 
“ danger of an accident through its falling in that way removed, but I found, after 
“ two or three days working the dredger, that the earth was cracking at a distance of 
4 or 5 feet from the wall of Mill house nearest the Bath, which is only separated by 
“ about 18 feet from it. I therefore stopped the dredger as I considered the foundations 
“ of the Bath would be endangered by its worldng. 

“ The Bath has however been filled from the river in order not to disappoint the Rajah 
“ at a cost which will not exceed Rs. 180, and in the early part of the ensuing year I pro- 
“ pose to lay a scheme before you for suijplying the Bath with water from a tank adjacent 
to Thakiirbaree. 

Jenki Jin' school . — The foundations w^ere commenced in the early part of April last, 

“ and the wmk carried on with fair speed until plinth level was reached, at which point 
“ the work was stopped, I believe for formal sanction to the contractor having the work, 

“ and in order that a pucca agreement might he signed by him. The work had been com- 
“ menced when GobindBabu was in charge of Public Works Extraordinary, and continued 
“ after charge of department was retaken over by Mr. Cane. The building remained at 
plinth level from about the end of September up to January 1879, and in tho mean time 
“ Mr. Cane had left for Darjeeling. 

“ Shortly after my receiving charge of Department from Mr. Cane a revised estimate 
** for Jenkins’ school was called for, it was submitted, and the order came to go on with 
“ tho works. The original estimate was for Rs. 35,454, the revised came to Rs. 44,577. An 
I!:- iii was drawn up on properly stamped paper and signed by Mr. Hanlon (tho 
“ contractor who had previously commenced to work,) and building operations com- 
menced forthwith. 

‘ The w’ork up to date has reached door arch extrados level, and has and is being 
** energetically pushed forward by the contractor who has bound himself to complete the 
work in 12 months from date of signing agreement under a penalty of Rs. 50 per month 
“ for every mouth beyond the term agreed to. 

348. The contract signed by Mr. Hanlon is to complete the work at the 
rate given in tlie revised estimate. It was necessary, I considered, to antiei- 
])atc sanction in this instance. The rates were the same as those suhmitted 
for the Normal Sc1uk) 1, and as the building was completed up to plinth lK»fore 
tho revised estimate was ready it w’as desiral)le to proceed with it, and not to 
keep workmen idle longer than absolutely necessary. I am sensible that a 
great deal of responsibility has been throwm on me, and a great deal of trouble 
occasioned by the very inefficient manner in wdiieh the first estimates for all 
these extraordinary buildings have been prepared ; and yet I cannot say that 
I consider any single individual to blame.* Want of experience of local rates 
was the bane of all the estimators. The Superintendent’s rates were for a 
very diffenmt class of work. It would he satisfactory, to mo at least, if a 
Superintending Engineer of experience weie deputed to inspect the works 
done, and make local enquiries as to whether money has or has not been wnsted. 

349. Mr. Robins’ account* of the progress of brick manufacture is also 
given in original, together with a brief account of the coal transac^tions 
with Rai Jodunath Roy Bahadoor, and statement showing the quantity of coal 
received and the cost per 100 maunds. 

* I am referrinR of oourso to tbo innuffloioncy of the rates provided, and ti> that only. For the mistaken made 
in calculations and in taking out iinantities I think some one in Major Mant's office undoubtedly is to blame. 
Mr. Cano I believe had nothing himself to do with this portion of the work ; being altogether employed on the 
drawings. 
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and Tihm.- l liavo mouklcd and burnt during the present season 17,86,699^ 
“ bricks and 02,fl69 tiles, and have already supplied the contractors with about 40,000 first 
“ class brick from that amount, and about an equal number of Ist class bricks from those 
“ proposed to be purchased from Messrs. Geneste and Smallwood, but the bricks belonging 
“ to them have not been given to the contractors since your order to discontinue doing so 
“ on account of the unsettled state ol their affairs.” 

“My first proposition was to make 25 lacs of bricks during the season passed, but I found 
“throiUTh the difficulty in obtaining carts and, as a consequence of that, in getting wood 
“ conveyed, that it was not possibh; to burn the number of face bricks I originally intended, 
“ and as it' was out of the question to burn them with coal, partly on account of the inferior 
“nature of the clay, and partly through the difficulty (owing to the badness of the coal) 
“ of arriviim at the exact quantity necessary to burn the bricks well without an undue per- 
“ centage of jhamma being the result, that (as stated above) I thought it advisable 
“to stop when 17 lacs odd had been moulded and finish the total next season, intending 
“ to collect a good supply of wood during the summer months for that purpose.” 

“Of the bricks made by the Superintendent of Public Works Ordinary on 
“ account of palace Buildings, 12,47,431 have been purchased by the Public Works 
“Department Ordinary, by the sale of which a sum of Ks. 15,6G0 has been realised and 
“paid into the Treasury, and 1,02,583 have been used in foundation and plinth of the 
“ Jenkins’ School. The balance has not as yet been made over by the Public Works 
“ Superintendent, and remains for adjustment during the present year.” 

The cost of the bricks made by Mr. Robins is estimated at Rs. 13-8 per 
1,000 but may be a little less. Until they arc counted out, which is now Indni^ 
done as fast as tlie weather permits, the exact cost cannot be ascertained. 


“ Coal . — Up to date the total amount of coal received from Jodunath Ilai Bahadoor, 
“ the agent employed for that purpose by the State on behalf of New Buildings, is 34,200 
“ iiiaimdB, out of which amount 0,400 maunds were supplied to Messrs. Geneste and Sinall- 
“wood, 1,025 maunds to Mr. Hanlon, 2,394 maunds to Jail, and 425 maunds to Kurrnoo 
“ Mistree, to Artizan School 50 maunds, and 490 maunds were issued for use of steam biuncii 
“ and 84 maunds were exi)erided in filling the Swimming Bath. There is lying at Toofangunj 
“ 1,924 maunds of coal out of which 50 maunds were taken by the steamer on return trip, 
“ and at Sissubtollah 559 maunds, and out of the balance that remained about 12,000 
“ maunds have been expended in brick making this season ; which leaves, with the coal at 
“ Toofangunj and Sissubtollah, a balance of 5,400 maunds unexpended. The hdbcAing is a 
“ synopsis of expenditure under the head of coal.” 


- 

Amouut. 

Total cost Including 
carnage to C'ooch 
Rehur. 

1 

laSued. 

1 

Quantity . 


1 Mils. 

1 

Rh. A«. P. 

!i 

M(b. 

Oofil received from Rai .Jodu Natli 
Rai Bahadoor, 

34,20(1 

44,072 3 0 

Issued to Messrs, flencstc and Rmoll- 
; W(kk 1 for inanufarturing flricks. 

C,4fi0 

Add outstanding bills ... 


600 0 0 

1 IsBuurl to Mr. Hanlon 

1,034 

Total 

j' 

44,672 3 0 

1 For Brickmaking and nirscellaneoas 

Total 

Balance in stock 

Grand Total 

15,443 

22,937 

11,209 


AvurwKo cost, at KH) uiaands to Btate 180-4-10. 


350 . As is known to you the total amount.of coal despatched by Rai Jodu- 
nath Eoy was considerably in excess of that received bjr us, owing to losses in 

transit some boats having been unloaded by the manjees, who then decamped 
an w 0 lave never since been traced. More than 10,000 maunds of coal were at 
one line missing in this manner, of which a portion only was recovered. Rui 
° siting as our agent, and the loss consequently has fallen 

hJvinff L Kaligunj, the manjees 

h.™g deceived the Mogiatoate of Rungpu, «lh fc.uduta.t ehJL; mi the 
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cost ot‘ boat liiro from tlicro to Noonkhowa makn ially added to tlie gross cost 
of tli(i coal. Rai Jodimath Roy is of opinion that the prospect of recovering 
damages from the ghat man jees is too uncertain to rendejr it prudent to bring 
a suit against them. The heavy river traffic wliich was the consequemce of 
the Madras famine made it exceedingly difficult to get boats at all, and the 
conscHpience was that the coal was despatched in driblets, and it was impossible 
to exertdse entire control over the manjees in charge of each consignment. 

351. In pricing the coal to tbc contractors, Messrs. Genesteand Smallwood, 
we have, with your approval, excluded tbc cost of the missing boat loads and fixed 
a maximum price of Rs. 112 per 100 maunds, that being the rate originall}" 
given to them as the probable cost, wliich was not to be exceeded. The 
consequence is that a portion of the total cost to the State will have to be written 
ofi’ to profit and loss. The rate to be charged to Mr. Hanlon and also that assumed 
for the basis of ealcidation of cost pin* 1,000 of the bricks made by Mr. Robins is 
Rs. 132 per 100 maunds. This, however, is only approximate, the accounts not 
having been’ finally adjusted. 

352. Mr. Cane just before his departure to Darjeeling made an expedition 
to Buxa fo]’ the purposing of exploring tbc neigbourhood for supplies of lime- 
stone, and other stones suitable for buildings, llis researc‘hcs tend to show that 
much valuable stone is obtainable at no great distance from the Euxa road, and 
that lim(^ could be burnt there in any quantity. I fear, however, that his ideas 
about water carriage arci not based on (‘orrect information. I believe it impos- 
sil)le to bring lime, from anywhere near Buxa, in boats. In the cold weather 
hoAVCver lime may, I believe, b(^ bunit and carted to Cooch Beliar at a less cost 
than Ave now pay for Sylhet lime, and the lime so carted would have all the 
advantage of freshness. 


353. Air. Robins, the officer in present charge of this department, appears to 
me to be a V(‘ry hom'st Avorkcu’. lie has had thre(> years of Calcutta experience 
in the firm of Alessrs. Alackinlosh Burn &- Co., and though he cannot pretend 
to Air. Can('’s avsthetic knoAvledge, or skill as a draughtsman and designer, he is, 
I consider, far more fitted to deal Avith natives, and better qualified probably to 
carry out Air. Cane’s designs, Avith Bengali Avorkmen, than Air. Cane Idmself. 


• SECTION XIII.— AIITIZAN SCHOOL. 

354. In my report on this school for 187G-77, I Avrote as follows. “The 
combined Departments (Blacksmiths and Cari)cntei’s) have cost the State during 
tlie last yem* just 5 rupees.” 

355. The fact that notwTthstanding this assertion, and the statement 
(a correct one) that the other departments were self supporting, a considerable 
sum was asked for in the budget to carry on the school, attracted the notice 
of the Govomment, and led to the Lieutenant-Governor calling for a special 
report on the subject to be submitted this year. 

356. A perusal^ of the report above aRuded to will shew tliat I was not 
altogether satisfied myself as to the working of tlie scliool under its then 
existing management, but I certainly had not suspected what has since bc^n 
shewn, viz,^ that the annual returns were worthless, being to a gix'at extent 
fictitious, for the following reasons : — 

357. The Superintendent of Education, an invaluable officer in liis own 
sphere, was perhaps of all the State officers the least fitted for the charge of 



an experimental school of mechanics where practical results were the true 
criterion of success. Though doubtless an excellent mathematician, he has 
proved himseff an extremely had accountant and lamentably ignorant of finance. 

358. Tear by year for three years i. e. from 187di to 1876 ho has shown m his 
annual statements of receipts and expenditure “ value of articles in course of 
construction and of raw material in hand,” in one column, the value of articles 
actually manufactured and sold being shown in another, and the total of the two. 
columns being given as the assets of the year, to be set against the expenditure. 

359. Of course he was right to show the value of raw material in hand, 
which represents so much cash and is dealt with in the same way in the retuims 
of the Public Works Department. But while he showed in one year the value 
of articles in progress of manufacture, he credited the price realized for those 
very same articles as part of the income of the year in which they were com- 
pleted and sold ; thus shomng their value twice over. A comparison of the 
sums remitted to the treasury vdth the Superintendent’s annual return would 
at once have exposed the fallacy of tliis system, but as the detailed ac.counts of 
the department were all right there was notliing tu excite the attention of the 
Audit Office, and the inconsistency of the annual returns with the treasury 
accounts seems to have escaped the notice of my predecessors, as it did mine 
for rather more than a year. My idea at first was that the financial defecit 
shown in the accounts of the institution was owing to the carrying forward of a 
quantity of old and useless material and unsaleable articles from year to year, 
and so in part it was. But that the value of the same articles was ci*cditod 
twice over I never suspected for a moment, nor was it the sort of mistake that 
was directly palpable to an unexperienced observer. But Babu Gobind Chunder 
Boy, an essentially practical man, very soon found out the flaw in the jK^countj^, 
and going through the whole of them, showed the amount of false balance 
wliich had been carried forward from year to year, and what the actual losses 
of the department had been. 

360. Not the smallest suspicion of dishonesty attaches to any one con- 
nected with the school with reference to these accounts. It is manifest that 
nothing was to be made out of merely showing a fictitious income; the detailed 
accounts being correctly kept. A little undeserved credit might bo gained, but 
nothing further. But I acquit Babu Kasi Kant Mukerjea of having even 
realized the fact that his returns w'ere fictitious. I admit that this conclusion 
is not to his credit as a man of business, but a good man of business he never 
was and never will be, in the financial sense of the word. 

361. The upshot of all this is that the school has cost the State Rs. 7,079 
during the years 1874i-75, 1875-76 and 1876-77 whereas according to the returns 
of the buperintendent of Education the total cost to the State for those years 
was only Rs. 2,050. 

362. The history of the past year shows a tendency to restored equilibriuni. 
The following tabulated statement gives a synopsis of the working of the insti- 
tution and shows at once the value of articles manufactured, the value of raw 
n^terial remaining unexpended from the previous year, and of that in stock at 
the close of the year under review, and the cost of establishments and of raw 
matenal purcliased during the year ; the first column giving the net income 
and the last the total expenditure, treating the value of raw material as cash 
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363. It will be seen that the actual value of raw materials expended 
during the yjear was Us. 978, and that, if that amount only he charged against 
the year’s expenditure, the total cost of the establishment will have exceeded 
the income by a little over Es. 200. This is however assuming that all the 
articles manufactured will ultimately be sold. There are a considerable number 
unsold at present. 

361. I have every hope that two or three years more may see this insti- 
tution with a Small annual balance on the credit side. Large profits cannot 
be expected with such an expensive establishment,^ of which the most highly 
paid workmen are employed more in teaching than in manufaetuie of articles 
with their own hands. Nor is it desirable that the State should make a profit 
out of the school. Any largo increase of profit should at once be responded 
decrease in the prices put upon the articles sold, for, Tvith a stall of 
instructing artisans to pay, it is not likely that we shall ever be able to under- 
sell the local artificer except in the way of giving the public better value for 
tlieii’ money. 

365. The Superintendent of WorlvS thinks that if the apprentices weiv 
bound to work longer than three years the scliool would become self support- 
ing at once. He says that at present it is diflicult to get them to renuiin oji 
aftei* the expiry of their term of agreement, even for reasonable wages ; they 
j)refcr setting up for themselves, and thus they leave the scliool just as tliey 
are becoming useful, and beginning to pay for their instruction. I havt' this 
year instructed liim to take agi'eemcnts to seiwe for five years, instead of tlirec', 
from boys under 14, if they or their parents can be got to agrcM*. \V(‘ sliall 
thus ultimately turn them out more finished artisans, and at the same time shall 
reap the benefit of their work when they have become comparatively skilful 
and quick working. At present the young hands work slowly ami sjioil a 
good deal of material ; and then, just as they are becoming useful, they leav(' 
the school. 

3GG. There arc three departments in the school ; the Tailors, Carpentei's, 
and Blacksmiths; of which the first is necessarily self supporting ; the workmen 
being paid by a percentage on profits. 

367. In the blacksmiths’ department there are six articled pupils, one 
paid artisan, and one head artificer on lls. 30 a mouth. 

368. In the carpenters’ department there are forty-four articled pupils, 
two paid artisans, and one head artificer on Rs. 50 a month. 

369. The institution is one of the greatest public utility ; and if only 
looked at in the light of a Palace workshop, it would be a great pity to 
suppress it. 
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MIftCBLLANEOUS. 

370. Northern Bengal State Railway and Cooch Behar. — 4 am happy 
U) l)e able te say that the importance of Huldibari station in connection with 
State tralDc is undoubtedly increasing. The profits to be derived from the 
purchase of jute in Cooch Behar have attracted the notice of a Calcutta firm 
who have placed one of their memk^rs there, and asked for land to build a 
bungalow on. The maliajans of Cooch Behar liave also as a rule transferred 
their agen(*y from Dhubri to Huldibari, and get their stores up by rail instead 
of by water. There are a good many well to do jotedars in the portion of 
the State west of tlie Toesta, and they have sliown an interest in the prospects of 
Huldibari as a local trading centre, and have expressed a desire to liave a bazaar 
there under official supervision, and to subscribe towards the general improve- 
ment of the place, and especially towards founding a good school where English 
sliould he out? of the Ijraiiches of instruction. This latter idea is however mther 
premature. Most of tlie tobacco exposed from the State still goes by water. 
Tlie Burmese merchants come every year up the Teesta with a flotilla of boats 
and purchase largely, paying higher prices fin- good tobacco than we succeeded 
in getting last year in Calcutta for that cured by !Mr. Paterson. 

371. KMnaghnr Wards Instltiition. — The circumstances under Avhich 
tliis institution took its origin were dcscrib(‘d in para. 311 of last year*s report . 
Tlie total number of boys iioav in charge of Babu Kali .Das Bagchi is 10 of 
w hom 12 are Baiguns, 2 arc sons of the late DcAvan Nilkomul Sanyal, w'hos(‘ 
(Mlucation is a State charge, and 2 are the orplian sons of the late Bykant 
(’hunder Mustafee, jotedar of Golwacharra, avIio by his will constituted the 
State his sons’ guardians, having on his de^th bed l>eggtHl of us to accept the 
charge, wdiich, in considtn-ation of the position of the deceased and his public 
spirited efforts in the cause of education during his life, Ave were very Avilling 
to do. The expenses of tlu'se lads’ education at Kiishnaghur is of course 
defrayed from the income of their Estate, Avhich is considerable. 

372. The progress made by the young Ha j guns both mental and phy- 
sical is in the liiglu^st degree satisfactory. Three of them are reported to 
have obtained double promotion, this iHung, in the case of one of tlie three, 
the second year that he has been thus sent up two classes at once. The boys 
are all practiced at exercises on the horizontal and parallel bars, and at swim- 
ming, riding, cricket, lawn tennis and badminton ; and there is every reason to 
believe that this institution may lie instrumental in providing a numlier of 
congenial eorupanions for the llajah from out of his OAvn family. The total 
cost of this establishment including every thing for the past year was fis 9,475-15 
of w hieh Jfc 9,044-14-3 w ere ehargt'able to the State account ; the lialance 
being on account of the Qobracliarra miiiore. 

373. The Vrinting Office, — The Avork and consequently the cost of this 
establishment is annually increasing. For the year under report the total amount 
expended was Ba 5,432 against Eb 4,532 of the previous year. The stipend 
of the Superintendent, which \A"a^ quite inadequate to the work he was called 
upon to do, has been increased to ft 50 per mensem, and a reader on ft 30, 
and another English compositor on ft 20 have been appointed. The wrant of a 
reader w^as much felt during the previous year. 

874. The Press now consists of 1 Reader, & Compositors, 3 distributors 
and 8 Pressmen. These are assisted by 2 educated and 12 uneducated prisoners 
who are learning the work of Bengali compositors and Pressmen respectively. 
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One of the educated prisoners is reported to have made much progress 
and to render himself very useful. 

376. All forms required by the State offices and the Chaklajat office are 
supplied by the Press, which also executes orders received from the Commis- 
sioner and the district officers of the division when applied for with the Com- 
missioner’s sanction. Such ovdei-s are executed gratis. The value of work turned 
out by Press may be estimated as follows for the past year. 

t 

Work done for the State ... Bs 12,000 

Chaklajat ... ... ... ... » 5,000 

Government ... 1,000 

18,000 

370. Diirin^^ the past year the printini^^ of the SettlenuMit Ref^isters, an 
important and very difllciilt work, has Ixam completed. To have had th(\sc 
printed in Calcutta would have cost a very largo sum of money. 

377. The Tress estahlishment arc rapidly gaining experience* in quick- 
ness and facility of execution, and the first proofs now siihmitted by them are 
by no means so crude as they were tivo years ago. Latterly we hav(* tak(*M 
to printing our owji Stamps, and during the past year judicial, documentary, 
find court foe Stamps to the value of lis 1,15,000 have* b(‘(‘n struck off. 

378. T!ie Tress is under the su])erintendence of Balm Gopal Chuiuh'r 
Ghose, tlie Treasury Aceountant, who himself cheeks all Tinaneial and otlu'r 
statements involving correctiu'.ss of figures, and d(*votes a eorisiderahle portion 
of \m time to the general siqiervision of the estalilishment. 

J 370. Compilation of orders having the force of Xr/?/;..— In eomplianee with 
instructions received from the Commissioner, a committee was appointed, 
eousistiug of the Dewau and the Pouzdari and Dewany Ahilkars, to eolleet and 
epitomize all rules issued from time to time in the form of General Orders by 
pr(‘vious Enjahs, or by a British Commmissioner, whieli according to 
eustoin have the force of law, and by which the Courts arc guided in their 
decisions. 

c 

380. The work was hy no means so simjile ns might at first sight appear. 
It involved a search througli the records of all departments for 15 years. Prom 
the mass of vernacular Eoohekaries and English letters and resolutions, such 
orders as were still in lorce, not having been subsequently caneolled, were 
collected and classitied in eliapters, and finally submitted for my inspection in 
consultation with the committee. Such orders as w'ere manifestly intended to 
provide for peculiar circuinstances or exigencies no longer existing were noted 
and put aside, and the remainder, classified acconling to subject and priority 
of issue, are at present being printed in the State Tress and will be submitted 
during the current year. 

381. Copying of old records. — The ofd Eajali^ were very careless as 
regards the preservation of records. Colonel Haughton the first Commissioner 
ot Cooch Behar, with the object of preserving important State papers, proeuird 
at the expense of the state copies of all letters and reports that had passed 
between the llajahs of Cooch Behar and the officers of the British Government 

rom e yeai 777 to 1864, with the object of publishing those papers which 
were interesting or important. * ^ 



[ 81 ] 

3B2. A part of tli(»s(3, called the Coocli Beliar Select records, were aetuaUy 
published during his time. But many papers remained unprinted in the 
Commissioner’s office, and this fact was brought to my notice by thfcDcwan two 
years ago. Some correspondence ensued, and in July last year the Com- 
missioner approved of a proposal to send an officer to take copies of old 
documents in his office, with a view to printing those that were important. Ac- 
cordingly an inteUigent clerk has been deputed, first to Julpigoree, but now 
to llampore Bcaulcfih, and is still engaged in this work. 

383. Experimental Cattle-breeding. — The proposal to purchase cattle and 
open an experimental cattle-breeding farm in each sub-division was taken up 
very late in the year, and men were deputed with money to Tirhoot to purchase 
bulls and cows. Paddocks and sheds were prepared. It is as yet too early to 
give any opinion as to the success of the scheme, only some of the cattle 
having as yet arrived here. Its discussion will form a subject for next year’s 
report. 

384. hand. The progress made by the Band under the able superinten- 
dence of Mr. Schoeneman has been little short of wonderful, considering the 
time they have been under tuition. I think by next September they may be 
sufficiently advanced to be capable of performing in public, should you wish them 
to pay Darjeeling a visit. They are hardly strong enough yet for out of door 
playing, but for dance music they would do very well indeed. 


385. The Rajah returned to India in February last, and after a short stay 
in Calcutta, came up to Cooch Behar, where he was enthusiastically received, 
not even the faintest sign appearing of any disposition on the part of liis family 
or of the public to liold alooof, or look coldly upon him on account of his 
tmvels. He had, I regret to. say, a sharp attack of fever after returning from 
his shooting excursion, which for a time proved obstinate. He has never 
been subject to fever, and was not (‘X[)osed to malaria while shoot i!iL% and liis 
illness was probably the eJTeet of a chill. He nev(‘r had a day’s illness wliilo 
out of India, and he has returned much improved in every way, and so far 
from being estranged from his subjects and his native land, he appears to me. 
to take a more intelligent interest in them than I ever before remarked in 
him. 


I have the honor to b(‘ 
SiK, 


Your most obedient servant, 


G. T. DALTON, 

Deputy Commissioner, 




INDEX TO STATEMENTS. 


No. 


Posje. 

1. 

Statement of Demands, Collections, Remission and Bal- 
ances of Land Revenue (Mai) for the year 1878-79 ... 

i 

2. 

# 

Ditto ditto Debutter Mehals 

ii 

3. 

Statement sliewing the Rent suits instituted and decided 
during the year ending Slat March 1879 

iii 

4. 

Statement shewing the number of Miscellaneous cases 
instituted and decided during the year ending 31st 
March 1879 

iv 

5. 

Nezarut Statements Nos. I. and II. 

V & vi 

G. 

Statement of Demands, Collections, &c. of Excise Revenue 

vii 

7. 

Ditto of Stamp Revenue ... 

viii 

8. 

Financial statements 

ix to xii 


Statement shewing the number and description of Civil Suits 

xiii 

10. 

„ „ the general result of the trial pf Civil Suits 

xiv 

11. 

„ „ Execution of Decrees 

XV 

12. 

„ „ the value of Suits disposed of 

xvi 

13. 

Statement shewing the prisoners admitted and released 
in the Civil Jail ... 

ik 

14. 

Statement shewing the punishment inflicted by various 
criminal tribunals 

xvii to xix 

15. 

Statement A — Part I. — Return of Cognizable crime . . . 

XX to xxiii 

IG. 

Statement A.— -Piu't II. — Return of Non-cognizable crime 

xxiv & XXV 

17. 

Statement B.^Comjmrative Statement of Cognizable 
crime with result of Police operations ... 

xxvi & xxvii 

18. 

Statement shewing the number of persons sent up by 
Police for trial ... 

xxviii 

1!). 

Annual Statement of prisoners of all classes in the Jail... 

xxLx 

20 

Statement shewing the out-turn of the manufacture of Jail 

XXX 

21. 

Statement ‘■le wing the value of labour of prisoners 
employed in Jail... 

xxxi 

22. 

Statement shewing the cost of Jail 

x.\xii 

23. 

Meteorological OWrvation 

xxxiii 

24. 

B. — Instruction 

xxxiv 

25. 

Annual expenditure of the Public Works Department... 

XXXV to xxxix 

26. 

Ditto ditto Exraordinary... 

xl 




Malcutchery No. I. — Statement of Demands., Collections, Retnissions and Balances of Land Rtvenue (Mai) for the year 1878 - 79 . 



Malcutchery Xo. U.—Siakment of Demands, Collections, Remissions and Rfdances of Debutter Meheds for the year 1878-79 


) 




Malcutchery. — Statement ^hewimj the number of Rent Htit >> instituteil and decided dui uiij the year enduitj the 31^^ March 1879. 


( >ii ) 


g-ij, 


M H 


X fl! ^ 

ll 

(4 U 


■iionuWBU] itJU^Spo 


■miiMUKl 

‘jflJltlUV MT«N ■«»() oaCoanooK 
twng nn j { uoi | jf q J^l I 

‘-fjiiqijqrvopjjf 

‘Jiixnuv qi«N: Siin^nioiuo ‘aecq o 

Uiipunm) piiioi) ooiiuji A'n pnpiaiqi 


■iipKI 

-U!(i JUHfUlv qi^NT ‘Ji’l'li’II WUH 

-mm aHHoi[si^«i(1^5l Aj P'PiMff 

-Tijv ‘jtixHUV qii'K ‘•inLi.iquuj^f 

.niiiiiq ()(j(nnj Aq iK»|)j;iO([ 


•fiiiui 

-llij.ijY ‘.miliiiir ‘iiuAm 

-ux ii[j7l(iii]| jimitni A’(| 


■Ajtqa 

■Itijpipi ‘4H3inMv qp'Nv’ ‘1111(1 
(|piiiiiA’iJ,i ootpifl X«| p.ii>pvi(i 


'JIHHAUpm pi1[ ''41llfl 
iinipi;)()(i(piil 'iillAV,J(i ,ui iMppwtf 



■q v.i.oA, us’VPf> 


■u.v\iiJpi[i;Av ♦..isni,) 1 





•popiiiCvU Kiupqd p) 'dx 

1 ^ 

■llinijop iia^jd i|rmjiHn»ni;_) 

i ^ 
p 

-lifpiir 

■|i,1Ksnifl ,UTI h"|U.)lll 
qopiAV »l WHII.) 

0 
! K 

c 

■qvj.ox 

1 ^ 

i 

X 

z 

wpinUxa 1 

5 

•^lUiun U() 

e 

6 


"1V.L0X 


£ 

■IUJ|SKJU1 

'in; iq Jliiquciaov 


5 

u 

•01411(1X3 



‘HILIOUI lt() 



■H-Ull",) -UIH'lAOll lUH .\'q 
iwpi.vqi .iq 01 iliquiuHKt.1 

■KTjno;") a.U[io ui 



■'IVXUX (INVIU) 

|j •KVitmO loqio nio.y p.UJOi»iiivujL | 


■qvAoj. 

C 

■p,lA1AiU WHtl.) 

H C5 

Hi 

■UOIIIIIIINUI lutqjqjo 

1 -JtioX imq oin inoJJ iluipiw,! 



(Sd.) CALICA DASS DUTT, 

Deiran of Coo<:h Bekar. 



M^viCUTCHERY. Statement shelving the number of Miscellaneous cases instituted and decided during the year ending the?^\st March 1879. 


( iv ) 


s ^ 

■< o 
« B5 

;>• Ut 

o o 
rt ■<. 
td « 

R 6 

2 « 

•(!i- 8 i 8 l 

3 " - " i a 15 : 

B 

cc 

' 'Sl-iiSt 


- 


• ’ " “ * ^111 


R 

B H 

H a 

St, bI 
o o ^ 

£2 g “ 

P o 
/, J 

W 

pNl 

■'IVXOl, 

s " S " i g i S 

ci 

1 

n 

■JlOAJAOi SabUO 

: ‘=^ : 



1 ^ 1 g : IS : 

ci 

§ 

‘jumitiv «ll« 

MHllfl UllH 

■wpjquict 

Jy[ -Hfftt ‘OOpJ3lOOJ\I 

rnxpifr Aq finppaacf 

•«;;:: ;: : 

: : ; : ... , 

- 

1 ‘nnujuv 

AipUllLlJ pid 

■ 1 ipi[[Ul(J ‘JU 
nwsiiUH iiiffo 

•A'j.nj'.diioinW 
IpiK ’^IK) osoqfl 
qjooqua A <1 papiaoa 

So - - • ■ 

0 

ipptV -lupn'ii 

JH ooqun Aq p>»l» 10 Da 

1 : " ^ ^ 2 : S : 

■1 

Cl" 

-VIS ‘ja^iinn 

■tiinapifoiv 

-7UW2y^ Ulpiuil 

■natinqqiiqi 

7 (i!Tif<r oaC-ioiiooK 
ooipqj Aq pappuiQ 

S ‘ ■ ” ^ S 

? 

jiiHIpjVqiWM uoA 

If jirrnn^i Atj pofipioff 


CJ' 

•^ioi(!iin;i|ifn 'JUTtiiiiv qiu.V 

1 ^ 1)11 lA'ini ooMua A"n ))OiniV>a 

^ 

1 

•joopmptfj pnx gBrju 

anjiu;) iKMitifi ini.wofj Aq iwpjood 

C- ■ lO TTJ V fK • - 1 

” : *'■ ?r' i : 1 

1 



■'JY.I.O.L n>iVMf) 

^ : 

! 


•U,V\tl.llHdIA\ KOPlIf) 

g : : : : 



’lias](uojdrnoo hosuo 


£ i 

■fi(dfx)ff»j gqiipifd JO "Oiij 


= i 

n 

s 

•^pinpp uo uo Jpinj'js sairuo 



■l»wsiirl ajii 

sjumnapiir ippiAV u] eagvo 

' vT 


p 

u 

w 

p 

73 

K 

73 

A 

0 

0 

P 

■q vj,ox 

S3 1 ?3 1 


5 

MlJljdXif 

- i ’ : ^ " i " ; 

|J_ 

5 

•sjfiaitr no 

” _ ?i '® . 

1 ^ 


■'JV.I.Oi 

? ; 5 = 2 ? : 5 

cf.. • ^ ^ • 

• ^ o 

3 

ft 

p 

K 

P 

u 

P 

0 

MIOlSBim 

-pn (d auipjoaov 

?l • • aC^'X' • • • 

1 i 

■idJwiYa 

iM ■ 1 - r- gr.. ec . ft . 

^ 5 .’ IS ^ 

1 1 

•fijuora no 

M 1 Ui 1 " ! 


oniiriAofi iiqf 

At] iwpiaoi) ixi oq JIuuqtinioj satn^J 

= " S " 2 g : 1 : 

e-r ; ; 

|~l~ 

■«Vnoo iam<) 0 ) paiinjflUTuj, 


■'ivxoi asvitf) 

Si S S3 g 3 .3 

^ p- • <5 • 

Cl pjt ^ j ^ 

§. 

fit 

•wvnoQ jain») uiojj 


P d 
p ^ 

H H 

•'lYlOI 

g 5? •: 5 2 S . s 

i-i CO : 

1 

'IWAIAOI BOWJd 

^ ; ; : " : i ^ 1 


•UOl'JIlJdHUJ njujapio 

s "- 23 ; , . 

^ Ml J 1 

__.g_ 

CM 

•moX Old iuOpIj aufpuoj 

i ; " : 2 3 i ‘ 

1 

r/. 

u 

h 

O 

R 

R 

P 

H 

il ' ' ' ' li ' ' ii 

I S , i '1 ^ 

■3 = 8 i § si „ 1 ■®t 

ll t 1 g 1 1- i I Is 

li i M 1 ii * 1 li 

1“ ^ 1 1 1 1“ 1 1 1^ 

-j 

h 

8 


H 

H 

Q 

in 

in 

ft 

13 

‘I 

o 


CCl 
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EXCISEABLE ART[CLES. 


( ) 



Excise Office, Calica Dass Dutt, 

The \bth Ai^ril 1878 . Dewan. 


Judicial Stamps. Documentary Stamps. Court- fee 


( viii ) 



(Sd.) Calica Dass Dutt, Dewan. 


Account of Revenue and Expenditure of the Coach Behar State for the year ending Z\st March 1879 . 
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Coocn Behak, Audit Office, (S.l.) TARA CHURN CHATTERJEE, 

May 6ih 1879. Auditor. 



* In the haml of fiffirial Tni^too lie. 3.S03 

Afdit Office: I of Bcn^ral 3.103 



No. 2— (HIGH COUllT ]S’o. 6.) 

Statement shewing the number and description of Civil Suits instituted in the Civil Courts of Cooch Behar during the year 1878-79 
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(Sd.) PRIYANAXn DuTT, 


No. 3.— (HIGH COURT No. 8.) 

Statement shewing the general result of the ti'ial of Civil Suits in the Courts of Original Jurisdiction in Cooch Behar for the year 1878-79. 
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( Sd . ) PrI Y ANATH DuTT. 

Offg. Dewany Ahilkar. 



No. 4.— (HIGH COURT Xo 10.) 

Statement shewing execution of decrees of Civil Courts of Cooch Behar for the year 1878-79. 
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(Sd.) PRIYANATH DOTT, 

Offg. Dewany AhUkar. 
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No. 5.-(HIGH COURT No. 7.) 

Statement sheteing the value of suits disposed of in the Civil Courts of Cooch Behar 

for the year 1878-79. 
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(Sd.) Priyanath Dutt, 

Offg. Dewany Ahilkar. 


CIVIL No. 7. 

Statement shewing the prisoners admitted in the Civil Jail and released during the 

year 1878-79. 
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(Sd.) Pbitanath Dutt, 

Offg, Dewany Ahilkar. 
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Statement shewing the punishment inflicted by various mminal tribunals in the 
District of Cooch Behar. 
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Statement shewing the punishment injlicted by various crirmiMtl 
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TO FIND OR GIVE. 
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tribunak in the District of Cooch Behar. — (Concluded.) 


PUNISHMENT. 



(Sd.) Jadub Chundbe Chuckeebutty, 
Fouzdari Ahilhar, 
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V 1 

W 

given to tbe Police- 

1 

1.^ 

le 

% 

It 

■gj 

1.8 

o'5 

w 

1 

‘2 

a 

3a 

4 

4(1 

6 

0 

7 

8 

9 

9« 


CLARS III.— 

Serious offences against person and property, or 












1 

gainst property o«/y.— (ContimuHi) 












1 

1 " in ilwcUing-honHo 

1 8,5 

1 



1 





1 

:j;i 

MM, M!);i 

Rohhery < on the hlnhway InAwccn BUimrt 




1 

1 








1 tnid Biinrlsc. 


















2 






;i4 

iJ7(), ysi, 'JRL’, 4110 

Serious iiiiHchief and copnntc offences 

UU 

11 



8 

2 


1 

('• 


l(i4:t;i,4il5to 44U. 












Ml 

428, 421) 

Mischief by killinp, poisoning, ormiiiuiingany animal 


10 


1 

'• 




2 


:iri 

454, 5.55. 457 to4C0 

Lurking houso-trespass or house-breaking wltli intent 

73 :i/5 

8 

1 


6 




!) 

2 



to coiiunlL an offence, or haring luiulo preparation 













for hurt. 











:i(i 

44!) to 452 

Honsc-trespnaa wltli view to commit an offence or 

64'5 












having miult: prejmratlon for hurt. 











- 

412, 41!1 

Receiving stolen property by dacolty or habitually .. 

4,5 












Total 

11411 

85 

1 

4 

27 

2 


7 

1 1 


Class TV.— jI/i/io)' offmcea against the jurmi. 











HH 

;j:i4 


8^ 











“ 




8 

8 ' 

45 



2 




.'141 t.n n44 


42 4 5 

37 



8 








i 

1 



1 






41 

,174 













Total 

f)r. 2 5 

112 

8 

!l 

54 



“ 2 " 

2i 

25 


Class V,— Minor offences against jiroperhi. 











4U 

45 : 1 , 455 

Lurking house-trespass or bouse-liroaking 

18 3,5 

21 

1 

1 

16 




8 

4 




.52 8 '5 

49 



84 






4 :: 

!i7!» to 882 

Theft j 








29 




(onllnary 

8102/5 

887 

169 

54 

092 

2 

4 

117 

151 

44 

40(1 to 408 


33 4/5 

42 



0 





15 

4r, 

411,414 


10 8,5 

4 ) 



8 






41i 

447, 448 


58 4/5 

212 



22 




48 

47 

401, 402 




1 






Total 

7854 5 

1220 

IfiO 

55 

778 


— - 

4 1 

207 

219 


Class \l.~Other offences not sperified ahom. 











4H 

311, 400,401 

Belong to gangs of thugs, dacoita, robbers, and 













thieves. 











41) 

CliapkTXXXVIIl., 


47 2, '5 

37 



10 




] 


C. P. C. and Act 









IX. of 1874. 












rio 

295 to 297 


4,'5 










51 ■ 



2 /ti 

1 



1 






5‘2 



U/5 










5:1 













> uodfT the Acts 












54 

fll)w:iflt‘d. 

Bolt and Custom laws 











55 

1 

Stage Carriage Act 



... 





... 



5)J , 


1^— Stamp Act 












r269, 277, 279, 280. 













283, 285 to 280, 













289, 291 to 294, 












57 < 

fSwjtlon 84 of Act 

>rubllo and local nulsanoes 

14 4/6 

3 



] 







V. of 1801, and 













any otliCT MnnL 













. clpal or local lawa. 













Other gpociftl and 

Total 

64 4/5 

41 

... 


21 

15 


24 

1 

5S 

local liiWH oofi;- 













nizftblo by Police 

1 


... 












Total 












Grand Total.... 

1,168} 

1,612 

160 

06 

062 

28 

6 

286 

288 





, 












PimdiiTg at md of last ye»r. 


KENT A- 
of Gognizable CrMe. 


( Jixiii ) 



! Amonnt of property sttrien. 





( xxiv ) 


■STATE 

Part IL— EetumofNon- 





■s 


1 

1 




1 


I 



Law under which piinlBhable, 

DB80R1PTIOK OK ClVlMR. 

h 


h 





li 

1 

pi 


£ 

1 

a 





i! 

il 

g:i 

.3 

# 






tZ 






H 


^r~ 






1 

2 

3 

4 


6 

6 


1 15 

117 

118,110 

Abetment of olTciKH! not conlInitti^fl, 6ic. 


' 


1 

Alwtting eommittslon of offence by public, Aic. 





Concealing doHlgn to coiuiiiit ofTiTUce 











Total 











Class L— Offences against the State, Fublle TrantiuillUi/. rfv. d'c. 





2 

121 to 130, 605 

137 






Harboui'iiig deaertcrs by muster of ahip ... 




4 

172 to 100, 201 to 204, 218 to 215, 227, 






228 

Offences n.gnin.st public justice 

110 3/5 

2 

108 

f) 

161 to 160, 217 to 228 

Offences by public servants 

14 4/5 

3 

4 

C 

103 to 200, 206 to 211, 421 to 424 

False evidence, false complaintH and claims, and fraudulent 
dreds and disposition of pro|KTt,v. 

27 


1 

23 

7 

465 to 477 

Forgery or fraudulently using forgtnl documouta 

6 3/6 


3 

H 

261 to 267 . 





l> 

482 to 480... 

Making or using false tnide-uiiirks 

5 

4/5 



10 

140, 164 to 166, 160 

liioting, unlawful assembly, ttff my 

21 

4/5 

4 

21 



Total 

186 3/5 

11 

159 


CtiAHH. 11.- 

-Serious offences against the person. 





11 

12 

312 to 310 

370 

Causing miscarrlnpo 

Buying or disposing of alavuH 

2 









Total ... 

2 

1 



CLASS TIL 

—Serious ofences against property. 





13 

384 to 380 

1 E.xtortion 

13 4 5 

30 

1 


CLASS n 

.— Minor offences again, st the Person. 





U 

845 

■Wrongful conflnciucnt 





in 

852, 365, 358 

Criminal forix^ ... 

469 4/.5 

622 




Total 

459 4 5 

522 



CLASS V - 

-Minor offences against Propertif. 





If. 

417 to 420 

f'liouLing 

41 

4 2 

or 

80 


17 

408, 404 

400 

Crlmiiiul niisapproprlatlon of profwrtv . . 

0 /-. 

61 

1 

1 

iri 

Criminal breach of trust bv public aervants, bankers, 4:c. 

2 


in 

426, 427, 484 

Miscldef (Biinple) 

192 

* 

242 




Total 

279 2/6 

377 

1 


CIjASS yi.— Other offi nces not speeifiai ahore. 





20 

298 

Offences against religion 





21 

4IK)to4‘J2... 

( iriuiinal breach of contract of service 




22 

40nt()40H,.. 

Offen«« relating to inuTTiage 

57 

.35 

’"'si 


23 

600 to 602 ... 

Defamation 

oii A/r, 

38 


24 

,504, 606 to 610 

Intimidation and insult 

121 

4 5 

86 

0 

25 

27 1 to 276, 278, 284, 287, 288, 290 

Pubic and local unisnuecs 

4-1 

* 

<2 

26 

294 A 

Kiopiiig a lotlerv office 




27 


Offences under Chapters XXXVll. XXXIX, XL, and XLl 

c. r. c. 

63 

2/5 

’”'79 

''18 



Total 

353 4/5 

284 

22 


Special Lam offences under which are not cognizafde bg the Police 






ncRulatlon VI of 1879 

Act I (H. C.) of 186(1 

„ XVIII of 1864 

1 rcrrloa 












„ XXXTofl867 

„ Xlllof]870 

„ XXV of 1873 

> Hallway Acta 






} 






„ XXI of 18.56 

Abkaree Act 

1 4/5 

1 



„ 1 of 1859 

Merchant Shipping Act ... 

' 2 


„ XlJIofl859 

Brooch of contract 


.... ^ 



„ XXXI of 1800 ... 

Arms Act . ... 



0 


„ V of 1 861 

Police Act 

1 4/5 




„ 11 (11. C.) of 1864 

JallsAct 

... 

1 


„ XXllof]864 ... 

Cantonment Act 





„ MI (H. C.) of 1864 

„ I (11. 0.) of 1873 

„ I V (11. C.) of 1865 

j Salt Act 





Vaccination Act 





„ XX of 1865 

PliMulers and Mookteora Act 





„ V (B. C.) of 1866 
„ XIV of 1860 

,. xvniof 1809 ■ 

„ \11 of 1870 

„ I of 1871 
„ VI of 1871 
„ XI (H. C.) of 1871 
„ X ofl 872, Chapter XXXII 
„ IV (B. C.) of 1873 
„ V (IJ. C.) of 1876 
„ Vm of 1876 ... 

„ XIX of 1876 . 

„ III of 1877 ... 

lIiM'knny Carriage Act 





Post office Act ... 





Stamp Act ... ... ... . , 





Court- fees Act ... 





Pound Act 

Emignitlon Act ... 

82 2/5 

""48 



Census Act 


.... 



(^ont^^mpt (rf Court 



8 


Hegistratlon of Birtha and Deatha 





Bengal Municipal Act 





Native ruasengera' Shlpa Act 





Dramatic Performances Act 





ll(!glstmllon Act 






Mutiny Act. 

Other Bpcclal Laws ... ^ " 












Total ... 

86 

46 

12 

— 


Grand total 

1,880 2/6 

1,221 

195 



ME NT A- 

( XXV ) 

Cognizable Grime. 





( xxvi ) STATE 

Comparative Statement of Cognizable 




■ 


Total number of oases 

Peroontogc of cases in 






investigated during the 

which oonviction was 


1 





year. Columns tl, 7 and 

obtained to coses 

Number 

5 

WHICH PUNISH- 


DEBCniPTION OF CRIME. 

8 of Statement A. 

decided. 

of persons 

d 

ABLE. 







arrested. 

■a 

■c 




1877-78. 

1878-79. 

1877-78. 

1878-79. 

1877-78. 

1878-79. 

1 

'1 

8 

4 

6 

e 1 

7 

8 1 

9 

[ 

116 

/iK^nicnt of offence not committed, Aie, 







] 

117 

'AOottiiiK conirnimilon of offence by pnl)llc, Ate. 







< 

118,11!) 

Couceiiliiife' design to commit offence 










Total 








Cl, ASM 1 ,— amthist the Stitte, jnMir tranquillHy iqfetjf mdjmtice. 








1 111 to UK!, 1!)8 ... 

( 

jTciiecsi relating to Army and Navy 







:i 

‘2:J1 to 2,7.0, 200 to 

UlTeiiceH relating to coin, Htampa and Oovomment 

1 


100 


2 

1 


2H;i,4(;7 and 47 1 


Notes. 







4 

212, ‘210 

llavlimirltig an ofTcnder 








224 to ‘220 

Otlicr olfcnccH iigidust ])ublic juHtlco 

7 

A 

100 

UK) 

11 

R 

(1 

14H to 1.7:!, 167, 1.78 

Hiollng or iiiiliiwfal nssernhlv 

1 

(! 


66 

20 

32 

7 

140,170,171 

I'ersiuiiating public servant or soldier 






2 




Total 

!) 

11 

88 

81 

33 

44 


Ci.ASS ll.—Sprinitii oft'enees agaimt the person. 










J by Lbiig,4 







1 

10 s 

lij 

llO'i, .'lOil, 300 

Mnnli.r ' 

MiirUer , r„i,ber8 









( poison 








Other murders 

3 

a 

66 


4 

3 

in 

:io7 

Atteuiiits ftt imirder 

2 

1 

60 




1-1 

:Ki4,;iOH 

Culpable liomlcUle 

1 

G 


16 

1 

7 


!170 

llajM! 

10 

6 

10 

20 

10 

2 

1(1 

1177 

Unnatural offences 


1 



17 

!117,:ilH 

ExpoHure of infants or conceahnent of birth 







IH 

.00,7, :i00, !I00 

Att('iii[)L at, and abetment of Huicide 

1 

6 

UH) 

80 

1 

4 

l!t 

f)2!),:i:ii,!i;i,s 

Urievous hurt, for the piii’iioBc of extorting propt^rty 








or coiifcs.slon. 







110 

:i'j,7, .‘J‘20, :i:i,7 

Grievous hurt 

.7(1 

23 

48 


87 

9 


:i2H 

Adiiiinlsteririg stuiK'fving drugs to cause hurt 






'I'l 

ii‘27 U!)0, .n;i‘2 

Hurt fur purpose of extorting proiicrty or confi’ssitm 





3 


‘Jll 

il'24 

Hurt bv dangerous weapon 

4 

ft 

V) 

44 

4 

7 

if4 

:io;ito:i0!) 

Kidnnppinp or abduction 

4 

2 

26 

60 

6 


L*J) 

)140toy48 

Wrongful conflnement and restraint In aecret or for 





3 




jiurposes of extortion, 







■Jll 

!)7‘2,y7;! 

h 

.. or unlawfully obtohilng a woman for 


2 




1 

1!7 

1171 

liabltuallv dealing in sbives 







‘.’H 

26:1, :i64. 11.70, 057 ... 

Criininal force to jniblic servant or woman, or In 
attemiit to ciommiL tliel't or wrongful confine. 

1.1 

14 

23 

21 

19 

M 

'JO 

H04A,!i:i8 

Hash or m-gligent aoLeuiislng death orgrievous Imrt... 

1 

1 

KKI 


1 

1 




Total 

9.7 

72 

42 

9 

141 

69 


Cl.ASS III.— .?«/'/««< offenres (njainst person and propcrttj, or against 










prnpci ty only. 







no 

806. ,S!)7, 398 

PacnitT 

2 

3 



6 

25 

:ii 

81)1), 402 

Prejjaration and asseniblv for dacoltv 





:;'j 

a94,3!)7,3!)S 

n„.,bcry wit„ i„,rt j 










1 in dwelling-house 

obberj’,. 1 on tliehighwavbetwconsunsetnndsunrlso 


1 





lilt 

81)2, :i!)::! 

11 


1 




2 

1 



( other rolilmrles 

6 

2 

2ft 

6'l 

8 

:'4 

‘270,281.282,480 to 

•Serious niiscliier and cognate offences 

18 

1ft 

27 

1ft 

31 

4 


4;i:i, 4;l6 to 440. 








:i4(r 

428,421) 

Mischief 


7 


28 


1‘.’ 


464, 4.7,7, 4-77 to 400 

l.nrkiiig house-trcspnsB or house-breaking within- 

0 

6 

33 

60 

7 

6 



tent to coniniit na offence, or having luailc prepara- 
tion for hurt. 







:ui 

44i)to 462 ... 

House-tresjiass with a view to commit an offence 
or having made preparntltui for hurt. 

2 


6ft 


4 

1 

:)7 

41‘2,4]8 

UtKJciving stolon property by dacoity or habitually... 


* 









Total 

a:] 

29 

27 

21 

57 

|II^~ 


Class 

IV.— Jl/l/m7' offences awinst the person. 







.'IH 

:’,:i4 

Hurt on grave or sudduii provocation 







MHa 

.82:1 

Causing hurt 


47 


44 


66 

;-in 

::il to iM4 

Wrongful rffltrnint and confinement 

P2 

9 

2.7 

22 

23 

1 

,41 

1 

40 

:!:io, 387 

iiafili act, causing hurt or endangering life 

1 

1 

IftO 

100 

41 

)174 

Compulsory labor 









Total 

13 

67 

30 

4‘2 

24 

108 

42 

Class V.~Jltinor Opfe^ires (igninst property. 







4,78, 4,70 

Lurking house-trtspass or house breaking 

14 

16 

71 

00 

14 

1ft’ 

4;i 

37!), to .882 

Theft f ‘’f P.attle 

60 

.1!) 

64 

74 

66 

71 

44 


■ ■ ( orflliiary 

674 

098 

19 

21 

8.79 

363 

16 

400, to 488 

Criminal breach of trust 

10 

(1 

ill) 

16 

24 

4.1 

411,414 

Heciiving stolen pro|a*rty 

18 

H 

77 

7.7 

3G 

16 

4fl 

447,448 

Criminal or house-trespass 

27 

24 

Iftl) 

06 

200 

180 

47 

401,402 

Breaking closeti receptacle 





Total 

A93 

791 

27 

26 

704 

662 


Class \l,— other offences not specified above. 







4S 

811,400,401 

r Belonging to gangs of thugs, dacolts, robbers and 










thieves 


t 





40 

Cliapter XIX, J.P.C 

Vrigroncy and bad clinrootera 

84 

S4 

01 

67 

40 

S8 

no 

29.7 to ‘297 

OffencUM against religion 


ni'i 

Cofrnizaldo offonceii 

Cognizable offences under the Gambling Act 


1 


100 


‘ 4 

62 1 


Excise Laws 






6:i 1 

ui\(lt'r tliL" Act In 


Hallway Laws 







64 / 

force In the Pro- 


Salt and Custom Laws 







66 1 

vtiico. 


Stage Carriage Act 







66 i 

( 

\ 

200* 270, 277, 279, 
280,281,282, 28.S. 
286. to 287, 289,21)1 


Stamp Act 

' 







.7 

to 294, Hcotlon 34 
of Act V of 1801, 


T^Publlc and local unlaonceB 

1 

1 

100 


2 

6 


and any other 
Miinicliittl or local 









1 

lawH. 

J 











Total 

85 

88 

62 

66 

42 

47 



MENT B, ( xxvii ) 


Crime with result of Police operations. 


Ho. and percentage of pereom arretted and brought to trial. 

Amount of property 
atolcii. 

Af/wunt and percentage tf property recovered. 

Niiniborof 
{MinoM brought 
to trial. 

Peroentago of pmonii 
convtototl to puMoiis 
arr(!8ted. 

Percentage of peraonH 
cdorlotMl to persoiiH 
brought to triaL 

Amount. 

$ 

Ferocfutage of property 
recovered to prepay 
stolen. 

1877-78 

1878-71). 

1877-78. 

1878-79. 

1877-78. 

1878-79. 

1877-78. 

1878-79. 

1877-78. 

1878-79. 

1877-78. 

1878-79. 

ID 

11 

12 

18 

14 

15 

10 

17 

18 

19 

30 

21 






































7 


00 


50 








'll 

n 

100 

100 

100 

101) 







■iO 

32 

HO 

OH 

u'J 

5!) 








2 


00 


50 







a.'i 

44 

HO 

00 

HO 

00 








J 

70 



70 








'j 

2 

100 


101) 








1 

7 


42 


42 







ID 

2 

10 

00 

10 

50 








4 

100 

100 

ioo 

100 








H 

08 

33 

7.3 

.37 








:t 


33 


33 









4 


loo 

80 

100 

8.1 








8 

10 

00 

20 

50 





■■ 


n 

1 











1 '"in 

13 

57 

42 

07 

40 







' 1 

■ 

100 


100 








!»;> 

04 

01 

40 

06 

.10 







(i 



24 


24 

00 0 0 

1,305 10 0 


19 12 0 




1 

'"’l 


"loo 


100 















49 0 0 





15 

I 

2.1 

100 

40 

1(10 

28 8 0 

1.3 0 0 

9 0 0 

5 0 0 

a2 

4G 

1!D 

3 

13 

50 

03 

60 








ID 


33 


40 







'« 

0 

80 

66 

100 

00 








4 

1 

66 

100 

50 

100 












* 



% 





<V2 

40 

01 

1)5 

08 

3-t 

94 8 0 

1.3(17 10 0 

9 0 0 

24 12 0 

10 

1 


lio 


1 

87 


87 







* " as 

41 

21 

01 

' 21 

1 







1 

1 

loo 

loo 

loo 

1 100 








1 

24 

108 

20 

74 

25 

74 

. 






14 

17 

71 

00 

71 

70 








63 

07 

70 

71 

77 

70 

488 8 0 

fiL’2 0 0 

a.io 8 0 

492 8 0 

71 

94 

832 

nil* 

02 

0 

67 

75 

11,221 8 0, 

1145.7 12 0 

1,471 0 0 

2,050 0 0 

IS 

19 

24 

1.1 

08 

H 

58 

S3 

. ... 1 






30 

10 

77 

80 

77 

80 

251 8 0 

3427 0 0 

261 6 0 

809 8 0 

IOO 

9 

200 

180 

07 

51 

07 

51 

1 






G74 

618 

07 

02 

72 

67 

11,901 8 0 

16,107 3 0 

24)73 0 0 

2,852 e 0 

ITT 

19 






• 




“ 















40 

88 

60 

71 

60 

71 









4 


100 


100 





i 

1 





3 

A 

100 

00 

100 

60 






1 

J 

43 

47 

61 

72 

61 

73 









( xxviii ) 


Statement shewing the number of cases and persons sent up by Police for trial 
and the number convicted^ acquitted during the year 1878 - 79 . 


Number of cnscs 
committed by 
Police. 

Number of 
person* 
committed. 

CONVICTED. 

ACQUITTED OR DIBCHAIIGED. 

Pending, 

Bemaiirh. 

Dy 

Magistrate*. 

By SesBlona 
'judge, j 

TOTAL. 

1 

By 

Magistrates. 

By SesBlon# 
Judge. 

Total. 

869 

577 

422 

6 

428 

147 

2 

149 




(Sd.) JaDUB ClIUNDEB CnUCKERBUTTY, 

Fou z daree A h i Ikar 



•Annual Statement of pi'isoners of aU classes in the Cooch Behai' Jail for the year 1878-79. 


( xxix ) 


8 

'C ‘]oo 0) oatnuajM 
iCiipvd'Ba MOiwi 'OK 

I 


QO 

‘8 orntifoo 
oq oomuapj qn* 
Xqiondvo Moioq -ok 

5 

% 

s 

s 

A 

■f, ‘100 0) oououpj 
i)t‘>''d«oOAoq« -OK 



l« 

'8 urainoa 
oq 000048101 qi)Ai 
XqpwlHo OAoqo -ok 

* 






'Jduottud liid 

i 




— 



1 


OD 

■qj 'Jb« 89 HuTQfv^uoo 

Olitwivo 9\ ijHf mn 'OK 



■OOqOBliJl jrxl 
•qj 'jbs 84 Jiol 

3 

3 

© 

2 i 





ffl ci 

Li 



-iiinquuo p ofqvduo 
«I (In-q 0 (>i oqq 'ok 
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Statement shewing the out turn of the Manufactures of the Cooch Behar Jail during the year 1878 - 79 . 


( XXX ) 





■Statement shewing the value of labour of prisoners employed in the Cooch Behar Jail during the year 1878-79. 
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Statement shewing the cost of the Coock Behar Jail for the year 1878-79. 
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